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For two Iîundred ye.trs and more,

the Old South Chiurch lias been a
beacon of religious and intellectual
liglît. The present volume treats
with consumnniate skill one of the
profoundest problemns of the uni-
verse. It ga-,thlers fromi the past the
tcstiraonly of the greatest spirits of
the ages, to the doctrine of the im-
imortality of mnan. In its pagres -'tlie
divine voice is heard along the ighfl-
ways of history, caught by the lof-
tiest spirits of the race, anmd passed
onward thi xough th elr resonant lii-
nîanity, touching the individuai soul
writh the original utterance of God
all but comlpletely blended with the

gadresiponses and reverberations
o>f the gYrateful heart (if mniankiid."

Not ev'cryone cau range for imi-
self through the aliiost boundless
domnain of literature. Hence the
Nvorld owes a debt of obligation to
mon who, like the author and Mat-
thiew Arnold, spread the k-ncuwýledge
of the best thinking, of the highest
minds amonab the people. Our
autiior interlirets, first, with deep)
insicylît, the testimiony of the old
Hehrew prophets upon -.le doctrine
of imimortality. NXotdinilyaxîd vag,,ue-
ly does lie find it set forth in psalm.
and 1)Iol)Iecy, but, with strong and
plositive assura~nce. He ie.xt surn-
inons the testiînony of the grreat
poots of , ' tiîne. Froro Homor,
iDante, Shakespeare, Wordsworth,'
Browning and Tennyson, hie cites
the strongy corroboration of that
I)rimal instinct of the race gyrasping
aftcr God and imnortality. The
voice of philosophy, of faith and
reason, is next sun-iioiied. lui Soc-
rates, Plato and Origren, fromi Butier,
Kant and Lotze, deepest confirma-

ti(>iiof this inni ortai yeurni 1 g is fou rd.
The arguinent of St. Paul is expand-
cd and unfolded, and iii the teachings
of .)csus Christ is found its lîigliest
benolstration. Thli whole book

is cliaracterized by ami elevation of
thiougliL ani a strengtlî and beauty
o>f diction in keeping( with the august
tiieme treated. The author quotes
tlîe foflowing, grirn, strong îîoemi of
W. E. Heîîley:
"Out. of Uic nliglt Unit. cover*s 111.

Black as the pit t roi pole to polfr.
I t.harnk whatover God's nîay bo

For niy unconquorable soul.

-In the foul clutch of circîuiîstamîce
I have not wùîcod nor cried aloud;

Uxîder the blud(geonings of cimanc.,
My hcad is bloody. but flot bowcd.

- Bleyond Ui is placo of -%.rathi ard tcars
Loomns but the horror of the shade;

Anîd yet the imîcuace of the year.;
Finds an(d shall id ine umafraid.

-1t inatters imot lîow strait the gate.
lhov" chargud with punishmîîent the

acroli:,
1 arn the niaster of my fate.

1 ain the captaimi of niy soit."

0f tlîis Mr. Gordonî says, '' thîis
surely is the desperate expression
of a faith intrinsicaily great. The
primacy of soul could hardly receive
more powerful utterance, and the
mnan who is so certain of the soul
should not find it difficult to rest ini
the deepest certainty of God."

Vime .Ncw Testanient ; ni-, Titi, Book
of the Bol il Gospel of mir Lord
mul on),' Goct, Jests Ille 1l1ssiah.
A literai translation fromîi the
Syriac Peshitto vecrsion, by -Lis.
MURDOCK, D.D., Boston : I71. L.
Hiastings, Scriptural Tract Repos-
itory. Toronto: Wm. Briggs.
Octavo, pp. 50î. Price, $2.50.-

Mr. H. b. Hastings' introduction
to the Peshîitto Syriac New Testa-
ment has ail the fascination of
romance. In a thorouglily scholarly
way, and witlî ample study of the
best authorities, hie recounts the


