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Sister Belle’s Corner.

(For the Little Folks who read this Paper.)

DEAR Boys AND GIRLS.—Who can tell me what trees
ow in India? I do not think our beautiful maples are
ound in that hot land, and our woods are now filled with
their glory. Nature “ changes her dress” with the first
nrrivxﬁ of Jack Frost in our cold Canada. But the palm
tree is fully ag useful to the people of India as our na-
tional emblem is to us. The leaves of the palm often
make the roof, the umbrella, the bed, the plate, and the
writing-paper of the Hindu, Our good Mr. Shenston,
of Brantford, who knows far more about India than any
of us do, orce gave me a leaf out of a printed book from
the Telugu land. It is a narrow strip of palm-leaf about
thirteen inches long. On each side are five lines of print-
ing, not with ink, but as if written with a fine steel point.
A good many of these leaves are pierced through, and
strung together to make a book. As the printed letters
are all Telugu, I'cannot tell you what the book is, but it
is quite a curiosity to me. The palm leaf has various
other uses, but I cannot speak of all. Perhaps the most
curigus tree in India is the banyan, because one tree
ofteri grows into a hundred. The branches hang down,
touch the ground, strike root there, and spring up into
new trees--joined to the mother-tree. | am told that
seventy thousand men can sit under one of these old
banyan trees. A sort of grass grows in India to the
helght of one bundred feet. It becomes hard as wood.
This is cailed the bamboo. Its stem is hollow like a
ipe, and js often used for water-pipes, also for posts of
ouses, and for carriage poles.

But, boys and girls, there is no nation that has so many
gods as the Hindus. They are numbered at three hun-
_ dred and thirty millions. 1 will try and describe some of
them to you next month.

Here is a little poem for some one to recite at a Mis-
sion Band meeting (copied from “ The Changed Cross™):

lt soma wild Eastern legund the story has been tald,

Of & fair apd wondrous fountain that fuwed In tinses of old ,

Cold and clyatalline ity waters, bright f glancing Ih the my
Of the summer moon at midnight, or the sun ot height of day.

Anda angel, resting thero, ance {n a favored hour

Inlosed into the Ilmpld opths 3 strange, mystenious power |

A hidden prineiplo of life, to rise and gush again,

Whero but some drops wore scattesod ub the dry and barron plain.

Bo tho travellor might fournoy, not now {n fear and hasto,

Far through the mountrin-descrt, far o'er tho randy waste,

1f ho but sought this fountain first, and from its wondrus store,
Tho secrot of unfalling springs alonyg with him he boro

Wild and fsacitul the legend - yot may not meanlngw high,
Ylslons of botter things to coma within its shadow ?lu!

Typo of & better fountain to mortals now unacaled,
Tmull and freo mivation in Ohrist, our Lord, rovealnd.

Benesth tho Cross theso waters rise, and he who finds thewm there,
All through the wildornesa of life the living stream iy bear;
And blessings follow in his steps, until, whera'or he goes,

The morn] wastes begin to bud and blossom like the roge.

Ho, overy ana that thirsteth ! Come to this fountain nide
Drink froely of ite wutcrs, drink and be satisfiod ¢

Yet linger not, but hasten on, and bear to all around,

Glad tidingy of the luve, and peace, and mercy then hast found *

To Alric’s pathlcss desarts, to Greenland's trozon share
Where din of mighty citles soundy, or savage monaters ruar
Wherover man may wander with his herltage of wie,

To toll of brighter thinygs above, go, Lrother, gladly go !

Then, a1 of old, 1o rislon acon botore the prophot's eyes,
Broader and deoper on ita courne the streanof lite s{mll riso;
And evorywhere, as on jt fliws, shall carry light and love,
Peace and good-will to mna- n earth. ylory to God above !

SISTER BELLE
480 Lewis street, Ottawi.

A Book ApouT THE TELUGUS.—The first of December
Mr. Corthell of the Mission rooms, Tremont Ti )
Boston, proposes to issue a new book entitled “From

| Darkness to Light,” written by Rev. J. E. Clough,
I Missionary of the American Baptist Missionary Union
|lo the Telugus at Ongole. This story gives a faithul
picture of the home-life of the natives,and desci'bes the
| conversion of one of the representative class and his ad-
! vance from the darkness of heathenism to the light of
Christianity. The book contains valuable information
about Ongole and the surrounding villages, where the
principal characters are still living, and many incidents
of the great famine of 187677 and the revival which fol-
lowed ; and is designed to meet the many demands fora
more extended knowledge of this remarkable people.

THE Lord’s batiles will never be fought if every one
claims the right of remaining in the reserve.
WOMEN'S BAPTIST FOREIGN MISSIONARY

SOCIETY OF ONTARIO.
Received from Oct. 29th, to Nov, 23rd, 1881,

Jarvis 5t., $13 65; Woodstock {Collection at Annual Meet-
ing), $28; Strathroy, $17; London (York St.), collection at
Mrs. Armstrong’s mecting, to make Mr-. McLaurin nglfc mem-
ber, $25; Mrs. Dunn, Langley, B.C., $1; Total, $84.65.

Jussie M. Lioyp, 7rear,

222 Wellesley St., Toronto.
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