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the Modern Evangelical notion of an Atonement." «WiLh sucli parties itwould
'be foolish to attempt rensoning. Tt is enough to say witli Hlim thuls grievously
mnaligned, Il7e do crr, not knaieing the jScriptures."

An hostility, if possible keener stili, is entertained towards the .Evidencei
-of Cbristianity than towards its Doctrines. MAiracles especially arc
violently assailed. The subtie, tbough shallow reasoning of Hume,
ývhich lias been reFited scores of times,isried Tlydear a
miracle to be an impossibility, and that, even thoughi its possibility could bc
proveci, it is not fted Io attest any moral or spiritual truth. A miracle is
,opposed to experiencin, therefore it cannot lie. Admirable logie 1 Why 1 did a
miracle accord witx general experience, it would ceaso Io bc a miracle. A
miracle is a suspension or contravention of the laws of nature, But werc these
always or often suspended or contravened, its nature and design would bo
changed.

To St'y> too, that a miracle is oppesed te aIl experience, is a simple assump-
tion witltoutproof. It makes la particular, the standard of a general experience.
Becatise tbis is contrary te, ivhat I, or those wit.hin my liinited circle, have
been accustomed, therefore in no case and under ne conceivable circumstances,
can it se bel 1I am. net at liberty tlius te set up my narrew experience as an uni.
versai test. What may appear at variance witli nature's laws ln one part of the
world, miy.be quite in accerdance with them. in anothor. Grant the reasoning
of these wise men, and the Oriental Prince was quite riglit in denying the
existence or possibility of Ice. T1he idea of water sleeping or becemning solid
se that yen. could walk on it or carry it in lumps, liard as iron, seemed prepos-
terous. It was utterly opposed te, bis own experience or that of his subjects,
therefore, it cnld net lie.

And dees it net saveur of gross presumption for a puny creature te fetter
the action of the great Creator; dogmatically te assert that H1e may net alter
or suspend the laws he himself framed, sheuld occasions occur -%hich he deeme
,of importance suflicient te warrant his doing se ? Nor is it fair te put the
fitllibility of human testimony even against the fixedness of nature's laws. 1!
is fallible, tkey, are fixed, therefore -%ve must rejeet it and believe that iu ail
cases they are without variableness. Here again lurks thc fallacy of drawing
from particular premises a sweeping general conclusion. Seme, witncsses turn
out false. Undoubtedly!1 But this 18 né reasen why we should cashier the
evidence of ail. Every historical fact or document, weighed iu such balances,
might be found wanting. Admit this principle, carry it eut te its legitimate
lengtb, and we must cast overboard the richest- cargees of knowledge that have
floated down te us on the tide of Time.

Hcw mucli of our knowledge do we receive at second band, aud wbcn there
is net a tithe of the evidence that exists in f&Lv'or of the miracles of thc Bible 1
Let that evidence lie carefully and candidly examined, aud tlîe conviction must
force itself on thc impartial enquirer that its falsity would involve %vouders
greater than its truth. It is mueli casier te believe that the miracles se attested
are truc, than that the parties attesting them in the face of difficulties thc niost
formidable, and dangers the most appalling, and with a world in armns ngainst
them, and ne worldly object to be gained, should have joined in palming on tîxe
public a series of 'fQrgeries which could easily lic exposed, persisted in the
assertion of tLair truth, and sealcd their testimouy with their blood. We vould'
leave it with any unprejudiced jury te, say, on wbidh side, lay the more re.mark-'
able miraële or thec greater measure of credulity. And as te the alleged'
impossibility of proving any moral truth threujzh a material miediunm, we* prefer
acting on the advice of the faitbful; and truc Witness ivho .brought bis teachâig
te this very test, desiring that bis words lie judged by bis works. " If I do net'
the çvorks of my Father, believe me flot, but if I do, though ye believe net MI1


