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Some moments I waited, and was beginning to fear that the maiden
had feared to venture forth in the darkness and storm, when I discover-
ed her approaching.

“Senorita

At the sound of my voice, she staried, turned, and was about to flee,
when I sprung from my place of concealment, and juarping, grasped her
hand, suying hasiily :

“ Do not fear me. I would serve you.”

“Ilow, Senor?”

“L was driven by the storm to seek shelterin the ruin, and there my
horse awaits; [ discovered that it was the home of brigzads, aad I would
Jtnow why you are there. ”

“0Ob, Senor, leave as once! for, should they discover you here, they
would kill us boih ;" and throwing down the stone jar, che litile hands
were clasped in agony.

“They will not diseover us;” why are you there?”

“1 was stolen from my fuvher’s hacienda, miles and miles away; T
have now been their cuptive for months, and they treal me so craelly.”

“Thea you shall remain no fonger with them; tell me how ihey en-
ter the hall where ihey now ave. ”

«There is only anc entiiace, Seaor, through an arched doorway, now
nearly filled up wiih eardh, for vne has to crawl ihrough to get in or
out.”

“That room is their rendezvous, then ?”

“Yes, Senor; there they xleep and cat, and keep their pluader; an-
other room opens into it, but that is mine; but it is only half roofed
over, and Lhere is no way ot getting in and ous exeept through the
bandits’ hall.”

¢ How muny robbers are theve in the band ?”

“Pifieen, and all in to-night on aceount of the storm.

¢ Then [ will save you; do you know how to ride 27

“Indced I do.” .

“Then listen ; return wiih (ko water, and make that fellow some
coffee, afier which you must slip oui unpereceived, and come around to
the head of the ruin, where T will await you; hea iake my hor-e and
ride like the wind w 2 haeieada seven miles from here, riuse the in-
maies, aed {ell the men (0 hasten hivher, you guiding them, and we'll
take the whole par.y.  In the meaawhile I will nowarcompany you
around to the enirance of the hall, and thus tind out its loculit 75 and
ihen return and get my hor:e ready, a:d after yousre gone I wil, stand
guard at the ouilet, nnd if any man comes out, he dies.”

The young girl alimost clapped her hands with joy, at the thoua ;ht of
soon being freed from the power of the bandits, and Lilled her jur for
her and at a safe distanes, follhhwed her back, and not-d ihe way to
reash the bandits’ hail; after which T returned to my place of conee 1-
ment, and once more vut my eye o the opening.

In asleepy sort of manase the yourg givl woni aboat her ta-k, pre-
paring the coiee, and was carsed for her pains by he vi'lainoas leader,
and then she sought her cou h.

So quietly did she sieal from the hall that I b:lieve! horstill i it,
when [ was stariled by a low—

“Senor!”

Tarning, the young girl ~tood Leside me, an i s>on ghe was mounied
upon my horse, and was ready.



