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THE JOY OF WORK.

BY ALFRP.D HOItooK,:NATIoNaL NORNIAL Scrîoo, LEinaNoN, O.,
MAY, 1880.

1. Work is the blighting' curso proitouiced oi Adam's posterity,
and this is to hold througlh all tite.

2. Front ciglt to sixteen. hours' tite of imost mnci aro passed in
work, while many vomnen toil sote hours longor, their husbands
and sons resting or rov*ing the ineantimîîe.

3. The primeval curse is thuis crushing and wcaring away the
greater part of huiman existence.

4. Work is ever attended with care and anxiety, often with dis-
appointtmenît and sometimnes with despair.

5. Any alleviation during the accomplisincnt of such a destiny
is seized with eagerness.

6. To live without work is the acme of humant desire ; pnwer
and wealth have for their chief end exemption fromt the genernl
doon, work.

7. To save children from the uciglt which lias cruished or op-
pressed the parents is the chief end of humani affection, ai adnitted
apology for the father's avarice and a nother's exhausting toi].

8. The young man wlo is obliged to support hiniself is excluded
front the best circles, so called, of society.

9. The younig lady whose father is unable to support lier in idle-
niess is too often spiteful at father and fate, and feels still more de-
graded if dire necessity drives lier to teaching or other self-sustainiig
effort or reamunerative cmploynment.

10. The grand aggregation of midniglt artists, includinggamtiblers,
burglars, and blacklegs generally, are only exercising their right to
live without work. " The world owes nie a living, and 'mi bounid
to have it," is the comnmon reasoning of this class of artists, not so
different in practice front that of mnany who work by daylight.

11. The itost pow'erful argument of the betrayer is not un-
frequently, " Yout will not have to work any more, I will take care
of that."

12. The main object of ai education is, too often, to get above
the workinig classes and live in comparative case.

13. The noisy partisan of either creed is only establislîing his
claimî to the fattest office witlh the least work and the safest
stealings.

1-. The boat of not a few preachers woild gladly be, "I oly
preach on t serimon a week, with un pastoral work, and get mny
$2,000 a year."

15. The boast of too many teachers is, "I only work thrce or
four tours a day, and get mny salary of $1,200." If there is a dis-
position to exaggerate in the direction of indolence, it is gencrally
acceptcd as praiseworthy aspiration in the line of good fortune.

10. And whbo in any condition of lfe s not hopin.g for that good
tinte wheni lie can cnjoy his leisure with dignity, in otlier words a
frce and casy idleness, with sonse gratification or intellectual enjoy-
nient uninterrupted by toil or care ?

In the face of ail these foregone conclusions drawn front so imany
sources, I wish to state my text. It is:-That weork is the iost
blessed boon conferred on man-his only salvation.

" lit the sweat of thy brow shalt thou cat bread," vas pronounced
by the sane voice that declared tu the old serpent," the grand
seducer to all laziness, "it shall bruise thy lead, but thou shalt
bruise his hiee."

The harmionious act.ivity of cvery faculty is the highest state of
hiappiness.

God made the world, and made it right. It isalmost universally
amssumed that the devil bas defcated the plan front the fi-nt, by
bringing on man the curse of work, and ail we have to do is to out-

wit the devil and escape the curso, if possible. Nothing pleases
his infernal najesty botter than this assumiption, unlesas it is its
iccoiituplisltultdt. Nothinîg else has givon him the political and
priestly control of the world thus fur, and nothing cise will cuit-
tinue it.

I now propose to show that work caî bc made, and of riglt
ougit to be considered, not only necessary and desirable, but en-
joyable ; nay, the chief joy ; and that the individual who succeeds
in making it so necd not wait a thousand years and more for the
joys of heaven. Heaven is already beguiti withmn huit and aroutnd
him.

1. That mechanic or artist who is Bo absorbed in his daily work
that all sensuous gratification falls back into its tru place, that of
necessary help to the prosecution of his vocation, is a succeus, where-
ever and whenever lie mnay bu found. à

2. That mtterchanlt who, amiid the sharp competition that mieets
limt on overy side, and who by adroit platning and generous enter-
prise, outstrips ail rivalry, is infinitely happier in contriving and
developing his sciemnes thant in his retirenent.

3. That younmg farmer who is diligent in business, carnest in
self-improvement, and lopeful in lis aspirations, has a nxorld of
safety and blessing within lits possession compared with that, young
lordling who bas a fortune at bis control, and is even in the qualins
of satiety grasping after new pleasures vith still unsatisfied desire.

4. And that teacher who is so thoroughly interested in lis work
and cnthusiastic in his plans that lis constant enquiry is, " What
more can I do for ny school? how can I arouse every pupil to eager
and persistent effort?" is happy abovo any of lis fellows, especi-
ally that droite who plumes himself oi cnjoying a good easy timîto at
the public expense.

Oughtt it not to be truc that obedience to God's laws is fuller of
ail joy and profit titan disobedhieiice ? That law is vork ; else, this
isn't God's world. But permit nie to show how one lazy teacher
defeats himiself, loses self-respect, imakes lis calling a burden to
himslf amnd a curse to his pupils. The thing is so coniiion I lirdly
need give the recital.

Somte control i necessary in a school ; titis teacher assumes that
fear is the chcapest and surest means of securing it. Hence threats
and the rod are lis over recurring resort. The corrective increases
the cvil. The teacher ia liated and despised. He hates in rturn,
and, with his pupils, welconmes any relief or release fromn the pande-

toniiumm which lie bas created about him. How slowly the hours
move! How heavily the daya drag along ! Will the teri ever
coue to a close? How joyfully ail parties greet a holiday ! ais
assertions, "I put themn through ; I just make them study ; I brinig
themî squareup; I kcep thent in their place ;" given iith such self-
assurance, only reveals the truc character of the school and of the
tcacher. Simple haziiess and brute force oit one side ; cvasion, do-
ceit, meanmcss, and smothered bate on the other, wlere there should
be interest, ingenuity, enterprise, ambition, inspiration, and iireas-
ing delighît in the comnmon good-tlhe regular duties of the school.
Why, several years back, in Warren county, even the idea that
children could be inspired with any truc love of school, or genuine
love of school work, was scouted and sceoffed at by ai examiner and
his abettors. He lost his position by his insolence and treachery
in bis own district, as well as by his singular management of the
County Instituto funds, just as mnight have been expected.

Again, that Suîperinîtendentt whose cnîmnon method of discharging
his duties is in visiting the roomîs of subordinate teachers, taking
classes out of their bands and showing themn how to teacl, or in
taking classes to his own room for examiniation, and thus finding
occasion to censure the management and dis'parnge the 'ork of the
teacher; who watclies for instances of dereliction ; whoae egular


