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wrong, for example) to stand up and look at thoir books. I ask pernicious. If, however, by good, better, best, when applied to in-
them for their opinion as to whether the mark is right or not, as I struction, i .meant degrees of quality and not of quantity, then I
admit my liabilhtï to err. They are sensitive to this criticism. vontura to say of instruction, as of education, the better it is, the
But mind, it won t do to bi too critical or find too niuch faalt. botter it must be alike for all.
I seek an opportunity to praise. Whon I sec improvemeut in the It is the duty of the educator ta develop native forces. It is the
copy I make a mark at the bottomn. Tho saine mark at the bottom duty of the instructor to instil foreign elements. It is the duty of
as at the top means inproved mn that respoect. Thoy are qualified the schoulmaster to do both scientifically. To oducate his pupil,
to find such marks, the schoolmaster must throw the burden of the labor upon the

The first thing is to hold the peu right. Tracing books are made Upit. To instruct his pupil he should taku, as far as possible, the
for this. Their proper use is not to teach the formation of lotters, burden of the labor upon himself. When the primary object of
but how to hold the pan and band, n going over the tracing. If instruction is mental education, the burden of the labor should be
you tell thena how to do this, and thon tell them to write, they at adjusted according to the nature O& the particular subject dealt
once knuckle down to it with cramnped fingers and hauds, trying to with as a means of educating.
make a good letter. But firat lot them use a dry pen until they Permit me te illustrate. It is desired to educate the pupil phy-
can hold it easily, and bring his book into a positioi to suit the sically and muscularly. The machines employed are the parallel
slant he wants to give. That in, train to hold the pan before bars. The educator stands by, directs and watches. His know-
writing with ink. ledge enables him to dictate what the pupil should and what he

should not do; what will develop the muscles and what will strain
thea; what amount of labor can be endured with benefit, and-the
point at which the exercise, to bo profitable, should cesse. It is

ECONOMIC METHODS OF TEACHING. • truc that, by going through the exercise himuself, the educator
. might show what he could not otherwise explain but it is clear

A PAPER REAI) BEFORE TUE COLLEGE OF PRECEPTORS, LONUON, that no amuunt of physical labor on his part could develop asingle
DY MIL 1>. NASMITK, LL.B. muscle of the pupil.

Again, it is desired to instruct for the purpose pure and simple
of instruction, i.e., to impart to the pupil information on a given

When addressing an audience mainly comp.sed of members of subject,-e. g., the leading incidents u .the life of Nelson. l this
this Colege, and, consequnotly, of persons who have mad the sub- instance, the pupil becomes the practically passive recipient, the
jects of Education and Instruction a study, it i probable, and but labor in taken upon himself by the instructor. By skilful arrange-
reasonable, that I should be expected te stato at the outset the rosi mont of his matter, sud by a happy manner of handling bis subject,
object of my paper. It is this:-I venture ta think, that tho vast ha lays stress upon the more important featiures of his narrative,
ncrease in the number of the subjecta of study, thae mst striking snd passes lightly over the les important though necessary links;
and characteristic feature of this age, necessarily nvolve ono of and by just modulation of voice, and occasional change of position,
two consequences. The schoolmaster wbo wishes to got and keep ho keps the pupil's mind from wandering, absorbe bis attention,
hi pupils up to the modern standard, must become a more teacher, and leaves upon bis memory a lasting impression of the great hero.
if not a pure coach, or new systems of imparting information muet It in true that he might have given the pupil a life of Nelson,be found, which, while enabling master and pupil to satisfypresent and tald hin to read it, but it is clear that that would not have
conditions, do not involve the sacrifice of the benefits that natur- been instruction. Io it not equally clear that the sane amount of
ally attached to the system of what we may now call the Old information and depth of impression could not have been acquired
School-a system which was essentially educational, as distin- and made in the same time by any other procesa ?
guished from instructional. If these illustrations are apt, it a ebviousthat, for the purpose of

Defective and objectionable as was that system, in that it not educating, the labor muet be thrown upon the pupil ; for the pur.
merely con6ned scholastie advantages ta the few, but denied to pose of instructing it should be taken upon himself by the tutor.
that favoured few knowledge of anything beyond the classics and Thatbeing se, it becomes necessary ta determine the true province
mathematics, it is by no means clear that the system by which the of education, and to distinguish it, as acurately as possible, from
old ha been replaced is an unqualified blessiug either ta the state that of instruction. [n other words, it ia necessary te determine
or ta the individual pupil. The present system might, with no where the schoolimaster should be active, wbere essentially passive.
small propriety, be styled the systen of wholosale inistruction. I assu me it to be admitted that no system of training can be good

Happily, moat enlightened persons now admit that a proper which ignores or discards the doctrine of equilibrium-that ia to
education sud proper instruction are the birzhrights of, every sub. say, which overlooks the fact that each pupil has a physical, a men-
ject, and that a state that des not secure and enforce theseriglits, tal, and a moral nature (I use the word moral for the want of a
neglecta, if it may be se expressed, a primary duty to itself and to botter term) ; or which attempta to improve or develop eitber of
each of its subjects. the three at the expense of, or to the neglect of, another or others.

The questioa, however, still remains-What is proper educa- Further, I take it te be admitted that the notion of teachingtion? What is proper instruction? . drawing, because the pupil happons ta have a good eye, or music,
It cannot be doubted that the answers te these questions are because there happeba to be a good ear, i a thing of the -

mot discordant ; that, in fact, but few outside the profession of a dull and stupid confusion of the province of the school, w 'ch is
schoolmaster, and not a few within it, regard the two woràds a to develop those senses and faculties that are defective, and the
practically synonymous, and that the great mass, by the terni question of the selection of the proper profession or business to
" proper education" or " proper instruction," iutend adequate which the child shunld be aasigned, which, if intelligently doue,
instruction in the subjects commonly taught in the schools Of the must necessarily bo determined by regard to the natural abilities
clans and period ta which they refer. The term, consequently, bas and tendencies of the youth
no Potitive. but a more relative signification. The drilling master, the music .mster, the drawing master, the

When used by one clas respecting themselves or their children, language master, the mathomatical master, the orderly, may each
it mueans something widely different front that which they intend be perfect of his kind ; but neither of these, ur all combined,
when used by thema respecting p.raons in another cas; bonce the constitute the schoolmaster. It ia hisdutyto use each sud allof th
lament, not now unf uent, thit the children of the poor are re- as instruments, esch in its proper a here, and good only as each
osiving, at the cost cf the state, an education equal ta th-t enjoyed serves to work out the schocmnter s peculiar problein, th equal
by the more wealthy, at their parents' charge. development of each phpil.

I venture to think that it is in the interest of the state and there- As the harper tune his harp before ha begins to play, or as the
fore of the ratepayer, that the children of the poor ahould receive as tuner tunes the piano before ho leaves it to be played upon, aud as
good an education as the children of the mont wealthy ; but that each gauges the stren h and quality ef the instrument, and tight.
at i unreasonable, if not absurd, to give thom the same instruction. ens or loosens, as ne may be, in order that equilibrium may ex-
The botter the educatiou, the better muet they be fitted for the it consistent with the calacity of the particular instrument ; so,
battle of life, and the botter able to do justice to themselves and I take it, is the ain and high art of the achoolmaster, whose duty
othirs, in whatever &phere of life they may happen te be. If by it is, not to stuff a given amount of information into hie pupil,
good,better, best, when applied to instruction, is meant much, more, but as far as possible to bring into equilibrium, not merely the
most, it in po'ble, it Is even ' bly probable, that the comparative physical, the mental, and the moral elements, but the varous
and superlative instruction i prove not merely superlative but senses of each pupil.


