The Teacher vs. the Schoolmaster,

deed, in whose minds these suggest-
ive titles are not insepatably associ-
ated with sobs.and tears and cries on
the one side, and the harsh notes of
the vulgar, angry, scolding, the bitter
raillery, or the mocking sarcasm, 50 in-
tolerable to the sensitive spirit of
childhood, on the other;

Coming morc immediately to my
subject I wish to-night to-direct your
thoughts, not exclusively to the pre-
siding geniuses of such institutions as
I have attempted to describe, nor yet
to their more honoured fellow-labour-
ers who tread i acadeémic halls or
discuss profundities in college lecture-
rooms, I wish rather to speakof the
office of the man, or the woman,
whose work it is to school the grow-
ing mind, to study and watch overits
daily unfoldings, stimulating, coi~
recting, guiding the operations of it§
various faculties, and aiming-to secure
to eacha vigorous growth and to the
whole a symmetrical development.

This work is, I aver, if rightly' un-
derstood, essentially the same:in kirid
and in dignity, whether carried od in
a 12 x 14 log school-house, or beneath
the stately dome of an:imperial-uni-
versity. In either-case it Cemands,

to a considérable extent, on ‘the part:

of the worker, the same-close study of
the constitution -and workings of the.

human mind, the same breadth of
view, ‘the'same unflagging zeal -and-
energy, and the -same strengtli and

singléness-of ‘purpose. s
There can be no doubt that the
value and dignity of the teacher’s pro-
fession, as a profession, have risen-very
much in the public mind in Canada
within the last tweaty years: May

I crave your indulgence if I récur-
again for a moment to the memory’

of my own past expérience in-otder

to convey someé conception: ‘of the

views entertdined by large classes
of the patrons-of the comnion school
of twenty years ago. - Having had
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proof positive of some glaring defect
ih my views, or my work, if I could
not truly regard the office as dan hon-
our—having had-the honour to be vil.
Inge schooliaster in several country
districts, T had the best opportun-
itigs for ‘knowing the estimation .in
which the office was held. Various
and amusing, as well as instructive,
were the sentiments expresséd, This,
it will be remembered, was nearly a
score of yenrs since, and in 4 sea-side
province. -Of course it-canunot for a
moment be supposed that any such
views exist at the present day in On-
tario, so desérvedly. prond.of its sys-
tent-of sclivols and itz -drey of intelli--
gent arid honoured teachers.

- Strange and incongtuous, indeed,
were the views which I was constaritly
called upon to meet. ** What easy

‘times-you have,” exclaims Mr..A,, as

he pauses' to wipe ‘the¢ perspiration
from his brow in the hot days. of
harvesting, “How I wish I had
nothing to do but sit inh the cool
shade of thé schoolroom. and hear
little boys: and girls read” “Sich-a
tedious business,” éxclaims his neigh--
bour B. “For my party I woild
sootter break'stones- on the Queen's-
highway &t two-dhd-sixpence per-day
than bé'stewed up. day after day in
thatlittle school-room with a troop.of
noisy urthins:” * “ And' as-for me,”
chimés 'in "C, I céald never have
patiencé t6 endure them, I should be
sufe to break half-a-dozen of -theit
hedds before night;” “and -he looks:
around in expectationi of 4 salvo.
of applausé for this fervent -ex-
hibition of manly spunk. But we.
can very well suffér such rétmarks
from' common people when such
a ‘petson as'Sit Walter Scott-could:
pen suchSentiments 4 the following.
After “describiing’ theé joyous bitrst-
which dtteids' the’ mofietit of séhool- -
dismissal, h&*goes on : * But ‘there is -
one-individual who partakes. of the

the honouf, and there - would:-be  relief afforded by the-moment of dis-
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