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482 THE CENTRAL ESKIMO.

from Cumberland Sound by Kumlien, and 'Is described by him (p.
38). There was a ball in the hollow body of this instruments which
could not be pulléd through any of the..opënings. One une was
fastened to this ball, passing through the central hole, and another
one.to the top of the whirl. A simpler.pattern is represented iii
Fig. 408.

On its capture, the seal is dragged to the sledge and after being
covered with the bearskin is firmly secured by the lashing. It
freezes quickly and the hunter sits down on top of".it. If the seal
happens to .blow soon after the arrival. of the liuntera second onelmay be procured, but generally the day is far spent whei the first seal
is kil1ed.

Wherever water holes are found they are frequently viited duringthe iwinter by the Eskimo, especially by th6se who have.firearms.
They lie in wait at the lower side of the hole, i e.., the side to whicli
the tide sets, and when the seal blowà.they sho.ot him. securing him
w-ith the harpooi after he has drifted to the edge of the ice. These
holes can onlv be visited at spring tides, as ini the intervals a treacherous floe partly covers the opening and is not destroyed itil th
next spring tide

In Marc«. when ti seal briigs forth its young, the same way ofhun'ting:is continued, besides. which Young seals are eagerly pursued.
The prgnant females make an excavation from five to ten feet in
length iinder the. snow,. the divinghole being at one end. T'hey pre-
fer snowbanks and rough1 ie or the cracks.andcavities of groided
ice forthis purpose, arid pupii these holes. Te Eskimo set out on
light sledgés dragged by a few dogs. which quickly take up the sen
of the seals.. The dogs hurry at the utmost.äpeedT~~thie place of the
hole; where they stop at fme-. The hunt~iý jumps from the sledre
and breaks down the oôf of the excavation as quickly as possible
cutting off the retreat of flie seal through its hole if héeCan. Giene
ally tie mother escapes. but tlie awkward pup is taken by surprise
or. if very young, cainof get into the water. The Eskimo draws it
St by means of a..hook (niksiang) and kills it by firmly stepping
onthe-poor beast's breast.' An>old pattern of the hook used is rep-

esented according to Kumliei's drawing in Fig. 40e9another, rnde

ifron a bears ehaw, in Fig. 410tic mode'n pattern. in Fig- 411i
Somûeimes the natives t-y to catch the old seal in a most eel wiv

by using the love of tfle dam for herpup to iure.her to the surfaceot
thehle. They tie a thong to th hind'.fli pPer of the pup and th0row
t nto the holë. It diès at once, crvingr pitifully. lWhen it cornes

up to breathe the hunter: pushes it back, and fiequently the dam
returns to her oung an ttempts t dxaw it way. s soon as she
is seen the harpooi is phged l ito her body and sheisdpuîcky
drawn out of the water and killed
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