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BOAS, THE MYIHOILOGY OF THF BEIT A COOT A INDIYNS 27

hished some rcmarks on the rehgious hife of the Bella Coola in 1886
which, howcver, eontain so many  misconciptions that they cannot be used
to advantage. At the same timc I published a briet description of the
tribe, based on information recennved from a small group of members of the
tribc who were travddhng in Germany  In this description also there aie a
numbar of misconceptions  The Indians were shewn a collection ot mashs
from Vancouver Island with which thev were not famihar  They gave,
howaver explanations of these masks judging by the winularity to masks ot
thair own tribe , conscquently the explanations given there are not cor-
rect? In 18go I tell in with a number ot Bella Coola who were fishing for
salmon 1n Frdser River  The information obtained trom them was published
in the reports of the Briiwh -Awsqgiation tor the Advancement of Suence
1891 ' A Jacobsen published a description of then ccremoniws 1n 1891 !
Fillip Jacobsen deseribed some of thar traditions and customs in 1894 and
1895 I published a collection of traditions in 1894 and 1895 "

I

All the collections which have been made heretotore do not bring out
clearly the principal characteristic of the mythology ot the Bella Coola The
tribes of the North Paahc coast consider the Sun as the most important
deity, but at the same time thev beheve in a great many beings of super-
natural power  For this reason their whole mythology 15 very unsystematic
The Bella Coola on the other hand have developed a pecuhiar mythology. 1in
which a number ot supernatural beings have been co-ordinated A system has

’ been cvolved which justihes our terming the supcernatural beings *dertics
The general teatures of this svstem are as:follows —

The Bllla Coola behieve that there are tine worlds one above in-
othcr “The middle one 15 our own world, the earth  Above 1t are spanned
two heavers while below it there are two underworlds  In the upper
hewen resides the suprente deitv a4 woman who terteres comparitively
Iittle with the tites of mankind  In the centre ot the lower heaven that s
in the zemith <tinds the housc of the gods i which 1cside the Sun and 1l
the other daties Qur own carth 18 an ishind swimmung in the occan [ he
undervworld 18 inhabited by, the whosts who are at hiberty to return to
heaven whence they mav be sent down agun to our carthe TChe chosts
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