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shed somt- remaiks on the religious lif iof the Bella CoolaI 1886

w hîuh, howe'ter, cmntain so man't miscontcptions that the' cannot be used

to ad't antage. At the saine tin I pubbishe a brief description of the

tribe, based on information rcei ed from a small group of members of tht

tribu who w cre tra'e lling in Gerrans In this desuription also there ai e a

numbci of misconctptions The Indians w cru sh*wn a collection on masks

from Vancou't ur Island with w hich thet w eru not familir_ The gat e,
howut er explanations of thesu masks ucging b the similaritv to masks of

their on n tribe , conscquuntly the e\pinations gn't un thert are not cor-

rect 2 In 1890 I tell i w ith a number of Bella Coola w ho were hshing for

salimon in Frasr R " er Th( mfo mation obtaintd trom thcm w as published

in the rcports çf the Britih -eisipation for the Adff ancement of Suienut
1891 A Jacobsen publshed a cesription of theu cremonms in 1891

Fillip Jauobscn ldestribed sorn of thuir traditions and customs n 1894 and

189; I pubished a coiltu.tion of traditions in 189+ and I895

III

Ail the tollections u hich haie been made heretofore (1o not bring out

cearlx the principal uharacteristic of thu mthology of the Bella Coola The

tribus of thc North Pacitic coast consîder the un as the most important

deit, but it the same tinie the' beiut i n a . re it marn beings oft supr-

nattiral power For this reason their wliolu m itholog't is ucr uns\steratit

Th uIila Coola on the othur hand hae de'eloped a peculiar msthology .in

\ htIh a number ot supernatural beins has e buen co-ordinated A sx stem has

beun c' ni ed w hiti justihes our termmnn tht supernatural beings "deis

Tht î.ceneral teatures ot this ss tfm arc as ollous -

I hu eulla Loola belie c that there art fin c w orlds one abos c n-

6thcr 'I li middle one is our on% n Nsorld, tht carth \bos c it are spanned

tw o licawen uI below it there are to inders'torlds In the upper

he s n residus the suprente deits a w om î n ho iittcrteres compar iti eh

ttIle Ithi tli fites Of mankind In tihe uuntrun ofthe l msei huas en th it i

in the emit st inds the housu of tht godis m w hii h iuside tht i-un and ill
the ofiir deIties Our ou n tarth is an isl mid su iiinii in thc ocuan I li
undtrnorld is inhabited b,- the ghosts whoa ul iat i)rts to rturn to

lic.asen whenut the m mas lue sent dow n atc un fto oui uarti Fle zhosts
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