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THE ’TBIBÜNE

THE AMERICAN FEDERATION OF 
LABOR

Dote what nti"7 federations of labor 
mflone do, sttSmpts tv give solidarity 
to the labor movement by getting tiw 
various sections of the labor army into 
tooeli with each other. It refases to 
admit that occupation can be a barrier 
to the community of interest running 
through the wage earning masses. From 
its inception it has taken the stand that 
while unions of miners, sailors, shoe
makers, cigar makers and printers, must 
each and all be left entiiely free to 

- ^ govern themselves within their own bord
ers, yet, that between the members of 
all these unions there should be a bond 
aa great aa that between the mem here 
of the same union. The greet aim and 
object of the Federation is to strengthen 
that bead, and its method is, by or 
ganisation, education and inculcation, to 
place the1 labor movement upon a higher 
and more effective plane. The streegtn 
of a chain ia in its weakest link, and the 
Federation, therefore, endeavors to or
ganise alt labor, recognizing that while 
many non-unionists /nay te sympathetic 
with unionism, yet that the unorganised 
nee far mere exposed te the pressure 
of unjust conditions than are the or
ganised, awl being thus neeenrwily 
weaker in maintaining wages, keeping 
down hours, and resisting other encroach
ments, are the source of constant danger 
to the organized as well as to them
selves. And there is this that the Am
erican Federation of Labor has already 
done: It has largely swept away the 
old sad foolish jealousy that existed be
tween the skilled and unskilled workmen ; 
it has taught the great lesson that a 
man ia a man, no matter whether be 
sets type or scales the ladder, whether 
he «ewe the garment together or sells it 
behind the count*, whether he makes the 
machine that spins the cotton or gathers 
the cotton la the fteld. Whatever a 
man auy be, so long as he works hon
estly and seeks to wrong no other man, 
or to advantage himself at the cost ot 
asother, he is • men. The Federation 
maintains this and seeks to swing all 
into line regardless of how they may 
harren to be employed.

The Federation is opposed to strikes, 
as are all peaceful institutions; but 
when strpek. It will strike back as best 
it ean. Strikes are barbaric in the net, 
but highly moral and absolutely neces
sary when forced by aggressive employ 
ere -who would curtail the liberties of a 
portion of the community for the ad
vancement of another^, who refuse fair 

.and open conference and adept arrogance 
and forceful measures. Though strikes 
do not always win, even those that ere 
lost at least induce the eroplovers to 
forbear in the future and teach them 
a lesson they do not readily forget, 
that labor is the most important factor 
ia production, entitled to consultation on 
the wages, hours and conditions under 
which labor shall be performed. Strikes 
pave the way to voluntary arbitration, 
but that each arbitration *all not be 
one-sided, labor must be possessed of 
determination, steadfastness, business 
methods and perfected organisation, the 
highest form of which is had in Federa
te.

LABOR IN POLITICS.
We 8nd ia the letter page of last 

ONpk’S issue considerable exception taken 
to a recent article re leeeone at the elec 
time. Thie ia no more than we ex
ported, owing to the fact that upon all 
fwmer occasions where a member en 
thavored to show a tangible plan of 
riilising the labor vote to advantage 
he met with the same opposition.

A certain policy was adopted by the 
kbor unions of the Dominion of Canada 
i greet away years ago, which has al- 
nays been a rank failure, and it baa. 

g been demonstrated time said again that 
Y that policy cannot be eueeeeefully work- 
i' eg out, bet it seena impossible for as 

to deviate from it
We hare always heard so much about 

what labor could do if they would only 
riaad together. This we consider a great 
mistake, for we are perfectly assured 
that labor has stood more together than 
they have-been given credit for, and the 
■ain reason of ear failures is because 
wa have always undertaken what we 
■boaid know to be an impossibility, for 
if we just take the time to figure the 
thing out we will find that out of 16,000 
bbum mea there are not mere than U.- 
000 voters; tide «Hided into rix wards, 
will give us 1,8*3 vote* in each ward, 
provided that every union man voted 
•ad voted right, while it requires ia 
the neighborhood of «4800 votes to elect 
aa alderman ia nay ward ia the city.

Ia the east of the Board of Education, 
*e must dedaet from the 11,000 4,000 
toman Catholics, thus tearing but 7,060 
•otea all told. Now, in view of the fact 
hat Mr. Tweed ia the last election got 
VÎ01 votes, we think we are perfectly 
Afe ia saying that labor stood far store 
Uyal than they have been given credit 
fir, sad that the recent fr dures have not 
ben the fruit of the voters, but the 
fmlt of the policy.

Mr. Gardiner, ia his letter last week, 
eUmed that we should nominate nobody 
W a trades unionist. This, we claim, wodd be til right, provided we”»3 
wots enough to elect him, bet this 
■ev\ aot, sad we therefore must be gov- 
errnt by the circumstances.

» confining our nominations to mem 
beeeof trade, «irions we net oatf tur. 
dewi our friends is the Council by ran- 
mag men against them, but we isolate 
ours., rs so that we get no support 
only com trad,-* unionists, and as than

ays tbs 
. labor. We would 

that by that

could be given our support, irrespective 
of what their politics might be.

We would like to ask what encourage-’ 
meat is there for any member of the 
Council to deice-1 the principles ef la
bor and stand tv our rights, if at elec
tion time be u to find us putting up a 
man to yen against him and decal him 
if possible.

Mr. Stewart, ia his letter of .last week, 
defines a policy sad says that be has so 
use for a politician ia 
like ta point ont to _
policy in the recent elections in Whrd 
0 the labor man was turned down, and 
one of the greatest union-haters in To
ronto wns elected te office. Still be 
would advise be to continue in the same 
old way, but we are not surprised at 
and have always found opposition (Tom 
membeia who nominate themselves and 
use labor for the purpose of putting 
themselves before the public.

In the recent elections four men claim
ed to be Jabor men, brought out by 
labor. We would like to ask who’asked 
tnem to ran, or how many of them 
would have retired if the District Labor 
Council had refused t. endorse them. 
They were self-nominated men, and Rfbor 
had no pore to dq„with 
than they had with any n 
outside the reahe of labor. And 
because we have numbers who aspire to 
be aldermen we must be dragged in tbs 
mire of ridicule and hauled to the 
trough and slaughtered, when by adopt
ing the proper policy and being willing 
to be controlled by the majority, we 
could always be oa top, sad have nothing 
but the friends of labor ia Council.

Mr. Stewart says, "Do aot sell us 
that because we have to work for a liv
ing that we are say leee honest than 
the millionaire.” That is the rotten sen
timent that bas killed so many good 
arguments ia the labor movement, sad 
by telling us that the Canada Foundry 
Company or nay other corporation can 
not bribe him, he is playing to the gal
lery, and putting in one for labor and 
six for himself.

We are free te admit that it would 
be very nice te have labor men ia Coun
cil, but when it ean be clearly shown by 
practical figures that we eanaot, then

■
w« mast do the next Best tiring, which 
te our mind is watch closely the conduct 
of every man in (beneil. If he deals 
squarely and honestly with lat-er, keep 
him there; if he refuses to do die right 
thing put him out and put some one in 
that wU. And iletermine who we should 
vote for by a convention consisting of 
delegates tram eveiy union in the city, 
and if every union mairtif willing to vote 
for labor and be controlled by the ma
jority there will be no failures.

In ease seme readers might argue that 
labor can elect members in the; old coun
try, we wish to say that is the elections 
now taking place in the British Isles, we 
bçpe spd expert to see a great many la
bor men elected, but wish to point out 
that ia some single constituencies there 
are mere, labor votes than in the whole 
Province of Ontario, ia other words they 
hate the votes to carry aa election while 
we have aot

Let labor vote for labor’s friends. We 
cannot carry a candidate af our own, but 
we can elect which we choose of the 
other fellows, and so long as we get 
what we want what does it matter, who 

-we get it from-
-------*------ *—--------.

TOLD ABOARD
We were sitting down in the tuck, a 

bunch of us fellows, of the steamer 
Emerald Jtie, telling of some of the 
worst tube ire had ever tailed in on the 
Upper Lakes. Nipper had begun by 
telling what a beggar the now defunct 
William Tell was to roll.

“Honor bright, fellows,” he said for 
the fifth time, “in rough weather she 
would top right over and lay on her 
side, then gradually right herself again 
an., lay down oa her other side. The 
only time we got say sleep was while 
in port. Get down into your bunk and 
try to sleep, you couldn’t do it. Every 
half minute you’d find yourself standing 
oh your head, lying level on your beet 
and standing on your feet again.”

“That’s nothing,’’ said Jack, slowly 
tawing a cigarette out of his mouth.
‘ ‘ The old Niome, on which I sailed last 
season, used to roll right rounu like *

log, her decks dipping A the lake on I fish in 
the starboard and emerging oa the port , roasted
side. * >
“The Lilly Belie, which a eat -Iowa' 

aot long mg° off Black Rock, wasn’t 
much of s boat to roll, but she was a 

I beggar to shake. In a heavy sea she 
used to shake like the very vtoril. The 
first time I sailed .on her 1 became en 
tirely bald. Every time a big wave hit 
her she shook a few hairs oat of tay 
head, so that when I get to port 1 hau 
to ^t a lot of Syrian hair restorer.”

“I’ve seen some good fishing in ray 
day,” related Bill, “Bat the best I’ve 
ever seen was done by the old Columbia. 
I • sever was on a ship which pitched so 
heavily as she did, mad I never saw her 

finely as on her first trip oa 
"or. Not long after we had 
8oo we got some pretty pasty 

weather. The Columbia mounted the 
waves ia fine style, sad took some very 
pretty dives. Her bowsprit plunged 
every bow aad then right under the 
water, and nearly every time speared a 
couple of fish. When tilings quieted 
down a bit Spunky, the cook’s kid, 
••limbed out aad eut eff thirteen, induc
ing a large sturgeon.” 4.

“Pshaw! ’’ put ia Mike/ “1’ee been 
on <le old Minorca when we’se caught

de » 
«T de

smoke-stack, 
furnace. ’ ’

and

newviiy sb an
pitch no fine 
Luke Su peri., 
cleared the 8,

Just then the vessel lurched, sad our 
pates met simultaneously at the si 
point.

All together—boom the label.___ . £*:
A general irapreision i re a Is that a 

Creole must 1* a colored person. A 
matter ef fact, anvone bom ia a Went 
Indian colony if a. Creole of that colony, 
whether he or she b? English, Scot*, 
Irish, Chinese^ Hindoo or Portuguese in 
blood. If a (Triasse boy, bora ia Trial- 
dad or British Guiana, were ashed if 
he was a Chinaman, he would promptly 
reply that he was a Creole »f that col
ony.

“To the bitter end,” is a phrase of 
nautical'origin. Admiral Smyth’s “Sail
or h Word Book” save that the “ ‘bitter 
ted’ is that part of the cable which Is 
■baft the bitte, and, therefore, within 
board when the ship, rides at anchor. 
Aad when à chain or rope is paid out 
to the bitter end, no mote remains to 
let go.”

Bakers' strike still oa.

UNION MEN CHEW UNION-MADE 
TOBACCOS 1

British Navy
STRICTLY UNION-MADE AND AS 6000 AS THE REST

mm Gepners Tooacco Go’s, Limited
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What will you have
FosXmas? rppr
Take Your Choice 1 il j

Hand some Presents lor Boys **? Girls
Selling Our P.cture Post Cards
aftor school. « magnificent cards hi every eat. and only 
10e a set. Canada’s taoat beautiful soenery and Pub
lie Buildings. Comic Cards and Xmas Carda A few 
minutes’ easy work after school win earn for you any 
* thee# beautiful presents * downs ot others that wa 
haven’t room to show bwa Thousands of Picture Cards 
are sold ia Toronto every day. and ours are tar more 
beautiful and tar cheap* than the majority of store» 
are offering, and consequently are meeting with an as- 
tonlshln* sale. Our Xmas Cards are particularly fine 
and peep*-are glad to hay them. They make eaeh at
tractive presents and cost no tittle—only I l ie eaeh; the 
heat and cheapest Xmaa Cards ever sold. Come in and 
aw them and bar# a look at our prisse, any one ef 
which you can easily earn In n few minutes 

t JttTHA PRIZES—We give presents ef Stick Pina,
Brooches, Cuff Links and Watch Chains for promptness 
in selling tbs sards; also other presents tor distributing 
Circulars for us.

SVrf, Two weeks mere till Christmas Ton have time to 
•ABA a Present tor everyone In the family and yourself 

: 'Mi Will. - Call for the Cards as soon as yon can.
We’re open from M0 aw. until • pan. every day *t- 
eep« Sunday.
If IPs not convenient for you to call write w and we'll 
■tail the Cards, postpaid. Don’t target the address.

Punching Bag aad 
Boxing Olovsa

, Talks, aaJ Piers

The Colonial Art Co.
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laiftLady's Mid Watch
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