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Will Mr, Cockburn Explain?

Mr. G. R. R. Cockburn is member for
Centre Toronto. He was elected by theCon-
servative voters of thatconstituencyasasup-
porter of the National Policy. Prior to
his entering on the contest he gave
his ‘absolute spprvoal to the Nation-
al Policy ' program. He has made
speeches up to a recent date confirming his
earlier ones at election times.

On the evening of the 21st inst, he was a
guest of the National Club in this city,
where he made a ‘lengthy address in reply
to the toast of *“The Dominion Parliament.”
That speech is given at full length in The
Globe, although no reporters were present,
To no Conservative paper was a report of
Mr. Cockburn’s speech sent, until it had
been published by the Opposition organ.

We can understand why The Globe
should have given an almost word-for-
word report of such a speech, as it ran on
parallel lines to the contentions of the Op-
position. But we do not understand why &
Conservative M_P. for Toronto should have
secured a full report of his speech in the
Liberal organ, when the papers of his own
party were kept in ignorance thereof.

But this mystery, which is open to ex-
planation, is not so deep as the speech
itself. Mr. Cockburn made a feint at re-
viewing the effect of thirteen years of
protection. He gave no tacts, but declared
in general terms that certain industries

- fostered by the N.P. might well be let die.

He declared that *‘the course of trade
and mapufacture had altered greatly
since the N.P. was adopted. Science
and its application to industry had
made wonderful strides.” From this
‘he argued that “a considerable re-
adjustment of the tariff was necessary,”
as the N.P. had failed, as he inferred, to
put otr native manufacturers in such a
position that they would in time be able to
sell their wares at prices as reasonable as
they ¢ould be procured for abroad.

This attack on the policy he was elected

to support needs explanation by Mr. Cock- |

burn. We iuvite him to state explicitly
what industries he wishes to be left to die
by the withdrawal of protection.
We challenge him to set forth
what those “‘wonderful strides” of science
are which have made, the N.P. no
longer necessary for certain industries.
We ask bim to give us a clear, detailed
statement of what those goods are which
are made in Canada that he desires to im-
port free of duty.

These general charges against the policy
of Mr. Céckburn’s party read toomuch like
s ‘Globe editorial to be allowed to pass
without a detailed explanation. If the
member for Centre Toronto has gone back
on the principles he has advocated since
nominated for that honor, he should issne
an address to his constituents and the pub-
lie, giving his reasons for this change of
conviction.

Having supported Mr. Cockburn in his
candidature, we now request from him a
definite explanation o f his speech at the
National Club, which has much disturbed
his constituents and shaken their con-
fidence, both from the medium adopted for
its’ circulation and its extraordinary like-
ness to the vague generalities of the Op-
position press.

Reforma of Municipal Law Needéd

The agitation for some radical reform of
the municipal laws of this province which
bas gone on solong in this city and in
other places will probably develop a com-
bined movement for replacing the present
acts in force by one act more suitable to the
present condition of our cities, towns and
villages.

The law at present is like a bed-quilt of
patch-work, made up from odd pieces left
over from other garments. The ‘“Municipal
Act” and the ‘““Assessment Act” of 1892
are called ‘‘consolidated,” but the only con-
solidation about them was made by stitch-
ing incongruous and inharmonious pieces
together without regard to the general
effect, ag counterpaves are usually made
without a design by thrifty but inartistic
housewives.

One serious defect in the former act is
the absence of any penalties for breach of
some of its most important provisions.
There is also an entire absence of some
prompt ‘and economical way of preventing
such offences, of putting a summary stop to
them and correcting such abuses.

Take, for instance, clause 73, relating to
the qualification of mayors, reeves and other
officials. The acv sets torth most explicity
that “no ‘persou shall be qualified to be
elected a mayor, alderman, depaty reeve o
councillor of any municipality unless such
person resides within the municipality or
within two miles thereof.”

There is not a trace of ambiguity about
that provision; it is plain emough to have
been drafted by a business layman, But it
is the fact that this clause is made of non-
effect by persons who sevitatnought,who sit
in councils as chief presiding officers, alder-
men and councillors while residing gutside
the limits of municipalities they represent.

One flagrant case is that of a reeve who
for years has thus violated the law with
s daring worthy a better cause. When
remonstrated with he takes Boss Tweed’s
line and simply demands, ‘““Well, what are
you going to do about it ?”

If the Municipal Act has any legal valid-
ity such-persons were never in lawful pos-
session of their office, they had no more
right to act on behalf of the muuicipality
than persons who were never elected at all.
We bave grave doubts whether the bylaws
they helped to pass have aay legal force.

It is doubtful whether the debentures
these officials signed are legal instruments,
Certainly those who purchased such bonds
ran a considerable but an unknown risk. It
is customary folypurchasers of municipal
debentures to investigate their validity,bat,
in the cases we refer to, it never entered
into the heads of the legal investigator
that such instruments would be signed by a
presiding officer who had no lawful au-
thority to act in that capacity, ~Were
his successors in office and his colleagues
to repudiate such bonds, they might be
sustained in a court of law and new debeu-
tures be ordered to replace such invalid
ones at a great cost, serious trouble and
damage to the credit of any municipality
which had allowed an unqualified official to
act.
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