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Supply Again Refused In Legis-
lature By Nineteen To
Sixteen.

Chimney Creek Bridge Cable
Purchase Investigation
Completed.

Report of Findings to be Laid
Before the Crown for
Action.

(From Friday’s Daily.)

Although dissolution of the legislature
did not occur yesterday, events so shap-
ed themselves that this ceremony 1s
now inevitable in the very near future—
most probably tomorrow. And the
House will be dispersed without passage
of even the most indisputably necessary
votes of supply, although the Premier
made a second and commendable effort
to secure the support of the opposition
for this particular purpose at yesterday
afternoon’s sitting. Instead the mem-
bers, taking the ground that passage
of supply would perhaps improve the
Premier’s position in seeking the favor
of a dissolution, negatived the prelimin-
ary- motion in this regard by 19 to 16,
reiterating and confirming want of confi-
dence and leaving the First Minister

\Vancouver member. His ‘“hear, hears

punctuated everything that Mr. Martin
had to say, whether the remarks made
were for or against himself. = Indeed,
the circumstances of only the past few
thours justified the junior member for
\Wictoria in taking what the Premier
had to say at a considerable discount.
In the House Wednesday the Premier
had made the deliberate and distinct
statement that when the House met
again at 2 o’clock the Lie\gtenant-Go -
ernor -would attend to dissolve the
House. Why had not the promise been
redeemed ? 0 o'clock had come—but
no appearance of His Honor. There
had been no qualification of the state-
ment of what was to occur. Then some-
thing had occurred in the meantime to
change the programme, and the House
had a perfect right to know what this
something was. The Premier had dlso
said on Wednesday that he would give
the House no further chance to pass
supply. Now he came to the House
and again asked the House to pass sup-
ply. Something had happened. Either
the Premier had gone to the Lieutenant-
iGovernor or the Lieutenant-Governor
had sent for the Premier. What then
had passed between the Lieutenant-
fGovernor and the Premier, that had so
changed the complexion of affairs? What
nwas the etatus of the Premier if sup-
ply were passed or if it were not pass-
ed? He demanded with other members
to know the facts upon which the Pre-
mier based his change of front, before
the granting of supply were agreed to.
{As to the supply proposed, he could not
see why sonly three months' supply
should be given. Necessary votes, such
as for salaries, should extend for
year.
at the command of
meant merely, insofar
lic works Wwere
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The answer was in the affirmative,

“If the -hon. member knew the rules
of the House, he would be quite aware
of that,” said Mr: Speaker.

. Then Mr. McPhillips objected to be-
ing so addressed by the Chair.

[Mr. Hall thought it was not a matter
of rule but a matter of self-respect that
impelled these members to decline to
serve on such a committee.

refusal of these three members = was
sufficient justification and vindication of
ithe Premier. He doubted if five gentle-
men could be found in the House who
would condescend to serve on such 2
committee, §

iMr. Gilmour, in also objecting to
serve, explained that it was mot con-
descension that moved him in the mat-
ter at all. 'He had expressed a very de-
jcided opinion already, and unfavorable
ito the Premier, and it was for that
reason that he asked to be excused, as
he did not fhink that having already
condemned the Premier in conversation,
he shoull sit in judgment upon him. He
had heard the Premier say in the House
that he had had his firm formed into 2
foint stock company for the purpose of
zetting government work, and that state-
ment if made in Bngland would alone
‘have been sufficient to put the maker
out of politics. He would not have last-
ed a minute in the House of Commons
after such an admission.
| Mr. Tatlow felt it his duty to the
i Premier as well as the country to act if
icalled upon on this committee.

Mr. McPhillips held that compulsory

,sisted on.

Volunteers on the government side
not being avaflable, the House procee-
ed, at the 'Speaker’s suggestion, to carry
{ the - resolution and then proceed to
nmame the committee by ballot, Messrs.
Tatlow, Hawthornthwaite and Oliver,

[Hon. Mr. Prentice thought that the|ay,

object of developing the great potentialities

of the province, down to the present time,
malutaining step 'by step that all documents
a3 well as the testimony of successive gov-
ernments the recognition. of aa
agreement by which this particular subsidy
) be given—which was in fact assert-
ed as well in a letter from Sir Thomeas
Shaughnessy to Mr. Martin during that
gentleman’s Attorney-Generalship, (He stil}
heid that there was a solemn agreement
entitling the railway company to subsidy
fur this section, and he still held that since
the Columbia & Western company had per-
formed its portion of the contract, neither
€ government nor the legislature had a
night to repudiate that contract. Such ac-
tion was not in accord with the ethics of
British justice. It was mot in fairness to
the company which had redeemed its con-
tract and done much to develope the great
district which its railway served. He, too,
tied a word of condemnation for the
l»nd member, who for polit.cal r
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, Was
always catering to the American interests
and displaying marked antagonism to aH
things Canpadian, the Canadian Pacific most
particularly. Mr. HEberts paid a glowing
tribute to this national line and what it
had done flor British Columbia, in sharp
ountrast with the policy of the American
lines into the Kootenay country which are
merely sapping the strength of the prov-
ince. He considered the company entitled
to its grant referred to in the resolution
«nd held that the House should not, in Biit-
ish justice, pass the resolution.

Mr. Oliver replied in a distinctly digni-
fied and argumentative speech, in whidl he
held that the history of the governments
of the past few years showed that political
expediency at all times controlled its rail-
'way policy. Item by item he denied Mr.
Eberts’ case for the railway company,
pointing out particularly that the Columbia
& Western had given up its mights, that
this ' had been confirmed by Sir Thomas
‘Skaughnessy and by the application for ex-
tension of time. He urged that by the sub-
stitution of cash for land aid the province
had lost the guarantee of the company to
build to Pentiction."and asked why it was
that the company had afterwards been so
extremely anxious to ‘get particular Yands
in Heu of money. He contrasted Mr, Mar-

in 1902, maintainimg that he was proven
dnconsistent, and closed with a forceful
rference to bill 87, by this time well under-
stood by the House and the people of Brit-

pany; nor
ed in any way
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Mr. Oliver maintained that the evi-
dence showed that the Premier had cer-
whether

to the
striet interpretation of ethics, to secure
a contract for the firm in which he is
He urged not only
but
amendment of the statute to prevent a
recurrence of such conditions of prac-
departments,
which must be resented by business ten-

Messrs. McBride and McPhillips fol-
lowed in condemnation of the Premier’s
action as disclosed by the committee re-
port, and Messrs, Martin and Houston
inferentially defended the First Minister,
contending that he had done nothing
that he was not entitled to do despite
inferences of over-

on.

to
of
look-

the

It was during Mr. Richard 'Hall's
speech, and in commenting upon the ex-
treme morality of opposition members,
he had said that with respect to the Co-
lumbia & Western lands grants mat-
ter, on which so very much had been
made, he was convinced that certain
prominent -members of the opposition
were as deep in the mud as either of, the
dismissed ministers had been in the mire.
There was an insistent call for names,
which brought none from the Victoria
¢ity member, and Mr. Oliver took the
point of order that the culpability of
members in eonnection with the Colum-
bia & Western itants matter had noth-
ing to do with the motion to adopt this
committee report.

“I was merely showing,” said Mr.
Hall, “that certain members are very
willing to see the beam in their neigh-
bor’s eye, and not the mote that is in
their own.”

Whereat the House convulsed itself.

This motion being adopted, Mr. Me-
Bride asked for a statement from the
First Minister as to his own position
and that of the House. How long was
the present indefinite state of affairs
to continue, with no one really in con-
trol of the House, a government re-
duced to the Premier and a single col-
league, and want of confidence twice em-
phasized. He thought that while sup-
ply should not be granted for very ob-
vious reasons already discussed, the
House might pass through their third
readings certain non-contentious mea-
sures of importance, the principle of
which had already been dpassed upon,
and then the session should end.

Hon. Col. Prior agreed that the
House should not attempt to transact
business under present conditions, yet
was. not in a position to make a state-
ment to the House at the moment.
was his intention to present the report
of this committee with the evidence to
His Henor, and leave it and himself in
His Honor's hands. Admitting that he
could no longer control the ouse, he

Honor’s

It |b

could only announce to the Hoase His
pleasure at the earliest pos-

That Bridge
Cable Order

Latest Select Committee Meets
to Take Important
Testimony.

Four Witnesses Are Examined
Re Chimney Creek
Contract.

The Enquiry Closes This Morn.
ing---Finding This
Afternoon.

(From Friday’s Daily.)

Having just completed their protract-
experience with one select commit-
tee inquiry, the members of the legisla-
ture did not attend in any large num-
bers the investigation which opened last
evening—this time to deal with the
charge against Premier Prior, of having \
improperly secured a government con- '
tract for the firm in which he is in-
terested—E. G. Prior & ©Co., Ltd.—in
connection with the Chimney Creek
ridge.

The committee chose Mr. Richard
Hall as chairman, and Mr. Hayward as
secretary, the other being
‘Messrs. Helmcken, Tatlow and Curtis,
the latter as mover for the inquiry.
Mrs. Blyth was engaged as official steno-
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grapher, and during the eveming four
witnesses were examined, of the five
whose testimony is expected to complete
the case,

Replying to the late Provincial Secre-
tary, Hon. ICol. Prior iuformqghtthe
House that he could admit no rj on | . s ; 2
its part to ask or to receive information W23 ;bem(ia’ t?%?ln Wlifﬂ }111015- Cl?z]ft Pl‘tlg‘i;
as to what passed between himself and Te-enteret. - WAenm e a\{ e
[His Honor. He would adhere to the .go,‘,’f‘ﬁ'n (%m 'eml?u‘ffdimtgsip; e 102
position of denial of any right of inquiry :teg*f" : vz]as %—IM Bormuiig sl
in this connection, and simply reiterata ST fODWAIL. . He G, O t y

: given the House all the information on
what he had said on Wednesday as to G .~ .. il b Rad & 3
the promised dissolution. He had in- 1'% Su J%C.t of “V’Clthe m'ereeen P;’:r
bridge. It is expected that this com- |formed His Honor—although what Mr. Sessﬁ o is ans_‘}cerst en w 2 as 3
mittee( which entered upon its investi- | \fcInnes had said as to his definition :ﬁs e new,] quite ruebas] ar is .
gation last evening, will be ready to re-|,f nosition Wednesday was perfectly vEFe“ now they k“”eri‘- bll é?ag'l_nb e
port today, and nothing further remains | {;yethat he would again seek to have ° ouse he had taken a cab and driven at
‘but to bring the illstarred session to a |i10 House pass reasonable supply. There once to the _qutenan-t—Govemor to ac-
close. In addition to making certain |y.q never been any suggestion from quaint him with what had transpired in
the termination of the Prior admiuistra- |1r:0 fonor that a dissolution*would be the House. Upon his arrival, His Hon-
tion, yesterday’s proceedings were mark-| .o .3 in the event of the House de-| % had handed him a letter from Mr.
ed by the passage to finality of the bill Ribs 1o graht supply. ICurtis to His Honor, stating that he

g o

to enable Victoria to submit her hotel > was asking for this committee of in-

e . Mr. Curtis—If the House does grant@ . s 3 ] )
proposition to the people, and the bill | 10 ™ ve you an assurance that youifﬁmy' and he had at once told .H‘lﬂwas the tension relieved when the busi-
amending the Vancouver .Geueral hos will get a dissolution? onor that he wanted the committe®|ness was introduced with provokingly
*r‘{{vtﬁi; t%gt}igug%erﬁgég f;u}[l}(:; d,;l;’t a&%:l Hon. Col. Prior—You will have to ask

appointed to make ‘the fullest possible;roytine matters. Mr. Rogers presented
ssion was being had on a resolution |that question of His Honor inquiry. = If he had done any wrong, he 'y petition from certain mining men of

cussion was 16 ! -

by the member for Rossland, afirming | Mr. Martin contended that the Pre-

'Waﬁ} ready ‘EO suffer fmi{it—hhg would 331" Cariboo with respect to the Crown
; g : . no favors of anyone. e had aiso madegranting of placer claims, and after
that under no moral or legal right is the “I“‘?r hf}g %‘age. ’f‘hls e%’a,'g}t‘erﬁ’e“ectlﬁ ‘up his mind not to ask a dissolution uﬂ'!%vaitingga fevg moments, apparently for
Columbia & Western Railway entitled jDain. e Jon b ormh f hogs% B0 +i] this matter was effectually disposed |some statement from the First Minister,
to subsidy for its fourth section, extend- ifesyer than five times that he had beeni e "y, would do all in his power to Mr. Oliver next took the floor upon a
ing from Christina lake to Midway. On promised a dissolution, andl su%ely ]t.he facilitate the work of the committee, |question of privilege.
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tis, Mr, Martin, Mr. Eberts and Mr. |repetition? | anmel o fe couim fise W0 reconsider a large amount of money had been paid
iOliver, the member for Dewdney having | Mr. McBride contended that Hon, Col.

their decisions and serve as desired. out of the provincial treasury on ac-
the floor at the resumption of the de- |Prior's answers had been evasive anc With the exception of Mr. Dickie, count of the Point Ellice bridge, with-
tbate today. quibbling whenever he had been asked

who still declined for private reasons, 10“% prog_el' vouchers; ztmd in vt{uz‘l/ of the
; : : ; objections were withdrawn, and thejextraordinary circumstances of the pres-
:;.f glsZo]}II;rt)il:)r;r l?o%xl%lont;}esogrg{;egls itg %2111{; committee as finally empowered consist-|ent he thought the House would pardon
face of a hostile vote in the House. |ed of Messrs, Helmcken, Hayward, & ol o
The motion was finally put at & Bichard Hall, Tatlow and the mover. ﬁ.r{sqtuest an explanation of the Iinance
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division: the] tﬁu o ?mﬁtd i Vanceo&l vfer Geg- wg\sI id?blifri}sﬁzggrz?gﬁy ?111?,(111 tg%thfalﬁs
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o, lesws, Cimone, Hupvach ot e, et ray vl et Wntmalin c3id oty b pomited by
W, Smith, Bllison, Clifford,  Houston, |measure, designed to obviate unneces-{unanimous consent of the House. =~
Dunsmuir, Hall, Rogers, Hunter, Dickie, |SaIy resubmission of a bylaw to the peo| - ©FHEr S¢COn ingly n(liOVfd 29T tbe
Moned 16 ple. Tt was by comsent introduced, !Fonscat. o ol e et I e
Against: Messrs. Stables, B. 'C. Smith, |Passed through the first and second read- chl;l;r e v;-e‘?etiﬁ ;xbe qfllle]; :lonx.a'h'lt tlig
Oliver, Hawthornthwaite, Neill, Gifford, [108S and committee, read a third time amognt of the e{’l 'men(tsxsns when it
iGarden Fulton. Curtis, Munro, Tatlow, |20d passed; while the Victoria C. P. R. D 4

no alternative eourse than to request
His Honor to come down amnd end the
career of the present legislature. This
only is withheid in consequence of a
select committee having been appointed
at the request of Mr. Curtis to investi-
gate the Premier’s position with respect
to a certain contract for wire cable
secured by E. G, Prior & Co., Ltd., in
wonnection with the Chimney Creek

Mr. Curtis held that passing lightly |sible moment. As His Honor would
over such a transaction would be creat-|have to read the report and evidence in
ing a perilous precedent which might|connection with this latest inquiry, he
be taken advantage of to the serious|proposed that the rules he waived in
loss of the country, should an unserupul-|order that the evidence might go direct
ous man secure the position which the|tn His Honor after being read over by
Premier occupied at the time this epis-|the committee, and that the House
ode presented itself. The member for|should adjourn untii Monday.
Rossland held that it was especially de- After further desultory debate, and
sirable that when a minister of the|the emphasizing by Mr. McPhillips of
Crown did assist in securing a contract|the fact that His Honor should not be
for the firm or corporation In which | permitted to judge the Prior adminis-
he was interested, the transaction should |tration only upon the single incident of
be particularly free from the poss}blll‘t)’ this inquiry, but primarily upon the
of criticism, by open tender and in_the | emphasized loss of confidence in the
usual manner. It was futile for Pre-| House, this motion prevailed, the House
mier Prior to plead, as he had, that de-|adjourning until Monday.
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'with the mover, being named.
iAn extra ballot for the fifth member

ish Columbia,

Mr. McBride moved the adjournment of
the debate shortly before the house ad-
jcurned for the day.

Of these four witnesses the first was
Mr. W. C. Wells, until Wednesday Chief
Commissioner of Lands and Works. Mr.
Wells deposed that during Oectober and
November, 1902, he had been absent
from the city, and Hon. Col. Prior had
in his place been acting Chief Commis-
sioner. Just before he (Wells) left the
city, on the advice of the engineer, Mr.
Waddell, his department had sent out
to the four firms capable of temdering
for such supplies, requests for bids for
the wire cable required for the new
Chimney creek bridge, then building.

The usual practice, it was explained
by the witness, was followed, it not
being customary to advertise for ten-
ders. 'The invariable rule instead was
to send to the firms considered by the
engineer as most reliable, and in the
best position to furnish the supplies, get
their several prices, and when all Lad
been received, award the contract to the
lowest bidder, all things beine
Mr. Gamble’s instructions in t
had been to follow the customary proce-
dure.

When he (Wells) had returned home
in November, he had received from Mr.
Gamble the schedule of bids, and that of
| E. G. Prior & Co., Ltd., being the low-
est, he had at once awarded the con-
traet to that firm as a matter of course.

Mr. Gamble on peing sworn deposed
to having duly received in the first in-
stance four tenders, chiefly from Ameri-
jean firms. He had taken these tenders
'to Hon. Col. Prior, as acting Chief Com-
missioner, and requested a decision as
to which should. receive the contract.
Hon. Col. Prior had lcoked the bids over
and remarked, “l see you have not given
BE. G. Prior & Co. a chance to tender.”

The witness had replied in the nega-
tive. He had ascribed two reasons for
not doing so. In the first place they
had not looked upon E. G. Prior & Co.
as a firm specially capable of handling
this particular class of supplies, al-
though knowing them to represent an
English wire goods firm. In the second
place he felt at liberty to say to the
Premier as a friend that he regarded it
a® scarcely the proper thing for the firm
in which a member of the government
was 9% prominently interested—that
member of the government being at
the time the acting Chief Commissioner
—to put in a tender.

Hon. Col. Prior had not agreed with
this view of the case. K. G. Prior &

., Ltd., was a limited liability com-
pany, the Premier had pointed out, and
should not be debarred; he could see no
reason why they should be.

Witness had answered thst that was
a matter of course for the Premier to
decide for himself.

Hon. Col. Prior nad intimated that he
would like to have the tenders held over
until his firm had had opportunity to
put in a tender. A few days later the
Premier had telephoned to him that he
wanted all the papers in connection
with this matter sent over to his
(Prior’s) office, and witness had there-
upon instructed Mr. Cookson, his clerk,
to take the papers, including specifica-
tions, tenders, etc., to the Premier’s of-
fice.

On his (Gamble’s) return
Coola he had found a :eu e from E.
G. Prior & Co., Ltd., at a ticure $170
lower than the lowest of the tormer ten-
ders. He had then added the name of
E. G. Prior & Co. to the schedule and
upon Mr. Wells’ return submitted the
schedule. He was positive that he had
never notitied the Prior firm to tender
and the first he knew of the matter was
when he had received the request by
telephone to send all the papers to Hon.
| Col. Prior’s office.

Hon. Col. Prior, being ecallead, sub-
stantially confirmed Mr. Gamble's evi-
dence. He had seen the tenders as re-
lated and had eomplaired that his firm
had not been given a chance to tender.
He thought that there was nothing at all
wrong in the firm putting in its bid with
the others. The company had been in-
corporated for the purpose of doing all
the business it could. With the example
of the Chamberlains in ILondon he
thought he was quite justified. He did
not think there could be any wrong im-

(From Saturday’s Daily )

With no one in actuat control of the
House, it was small wonder that yes-
terday’s proceedings in the legislature
took a rambling and most discursive
character, the debates—based upon the
report of the committee in the Curtis’
charges against Premier Prior, and up-
ion the motion for adjournment—cover-
ing much foreign ground, and being in-
‘tended in large part for the electorate
|rather than the House. Crowded gal-
!leries, when the House assembled, again
|testiﬁed to the intensity of public in-
terest in the long-drawn-out ecrisis, nor

as since he was himself the largest
shareholder it would be held in law that
the firm was fully advised. He thought
it would be a wise thing for public men
to avoid all appearance of evil. :
Mr. Hall, as chairman of the investi-
gation committee, saw no justification
for condemnation of the Premier. It
was quite evident tirat the bid of Prior
& Co., Ltd., had been honestly made,
as if there had been the slightest
thought of covering wup the affair it
might easily have been put in through
a commission agent. As it was the
country had saved money.
Hon. Mr. Prentice thought the mat-
ter too trivial for serious consideration,
and also urged that through the action
of the Premier the country had been
saved $170. 2
Mr. Monro and Capt. Tatlow denied
the triviality of the principle involved,
the former disputing also the econten-
tion that the country had saved money.
As a matter of fact the goods were not
yvet delivered, and the extra transporta-
tion costs in consequence of non-deliv-
ery in the required time will double the
amount of reputed saving.. Captain
Tatlow was quite willing to absolve the

Legislature Urged To Consider
Recommendations of Min-
ing Association.

assist

Mr. Rogers, M. P. P., presented to
the House yesterday the following peti-
tions from the members of the Provin-
cial Mining Association of British Col-
umbia: The Victoria and Vancouver
clearing houses and 12 banks; H. Byers!
and 58 others of Nelson:; the Mayor of
Trail and 654 others; 'W. S. Keith and 42
others of Greenwood; H. C. Bellinger
and others of Crofton; Carl D. Davis
and 361 others of Rossland; the Van-
couver Board of Trade; H. Boursin and
21 others of Stanley; John Brody and
10 others of Quesnel Forks; B. A. Las-
celles and 43 others of Barkerville;
Mike Minton and 68 others of Williams
(Creek; J. B. Hobson and 42 others of
Bullion; 'G. H. Hamilton and 17 others
of Beaver Lake Valley; F. Rogers and
14 others of Big Lake; Ed. McKinley
and 11 others of Lac La Hache.

The petition memorializes the govern-
ment to give attention to the representa-
tions of the Provincial Mining Associa-
tion of Bfitish ‘Columbia, that it is vital
to thé interests of the mining population
of the province that the suggestions and
the amendments proposed be considered
and adopted by the House at the earli-
est possibie moment.

Hope Ror ( @sﬁfnptives

HOW THE RAVAGES OF THIS
SCOURGE MAY BE ISTAYBD.

When the House resumed yesterday
-afternoon, the Premier moved that un-
der the special circumstances that had
-arisen the ?Iouse proceed forthwith to
committee of supply.

Mr. MecBride at once took exception,
urging the necessity of an explanation
+in detail of the “special circumstances”
referred to which would justify this ex-
~ceptional course. In view of the ad-
verse vote in the House yesterday he
did not think the government should
smake this unusual motion.

Mr. Curtis did not object to a rea-
.sonable amount of supply—say for two
or three months, but did not see where-
in Premier Prior was justified in receiv-
ing a dissolution.

Premier Prior in response to the op-

:position leader explained in detail the
cwell understood circumstances prompt-
ing his motion. In view of the fact
that two or three months must elapse
‘before a general election could be held,
he asked for three months’ supply,
which being passed, the government
would ask for a dissolution and arrange
for an immediate election.
. Mr. McBride next wanted to know
if the Premier still adhered to his state-
ment that whether supply be passed or
mot, His Honor had definitely promised
a dissolution.

The Premier replied that he had noth-
ing to add to what had been said on
this text yesterday. If the House re-
fused to pass reasonable supply as ask-
ed for, he would have no other course
than to ask the governor for a dissolu-
ion. >

“But will you

get it?” asked Mr, Mec-
Phillips. :

Again Hon, Col. Prior held that he
had fully answered this yesterday.

Mr. Houston held that as business
men, the members of the House should
mttack the estimates as presented, eli-
mate such items as were not absolutely
needed, and pass the others,

Mr. Oliver wanted to know how the

it

iStatistics Prove That More Deaths Oc-
cur From Consumption Than From
All Other IContagious Diseases
Combined—How Best to
€Combat the Disease.

The ravages of consumption through-
out Canada is something appalling. In
the province of ‘Ontario, where statistics
of deaths from all diseases are carefully
kept, it is shown that 2,286 of the deaths
occurring during the year 1901 were due
to consumption, or about 40 per cent.
more than the number of deaths oeccur-
ring from all other contagious diseases
combined. These figures are startling
and shew the urgent necessity for tak-
ing every available means for combat-
ting a disease that yearly claims so many
victims. The time to cure consumption
is not after the lungs are hapelessly in-
volved and the doctors have given up
hope. Take it in its early stages, con-
sumption is curable. Consumption is a
wasting disease of the lungs and at the
earliest symptoms of lung trouble steps
should be taken to arrest the waste a)ld
thus stop the disease. Consumption
preys upon weakness, Strength is the
best measure to safety. Dr. Williams’
Pink Pills are the best tonie and strength
builder known to medical science. The
record of this medicine speaks for itself

rom Bella
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“I said I would ask His Honor for a|suspicions, so he started on a_still hunt| agrecment of 1898, in view of Mr. [EBberts’ | of Lands and Works, was absent from his | the contract to his firm, nor had he ask-
idissolution under those circumstances,”|for information. Bit by bit, certain|letter to the Chief Commissioner, and in|department from the 24th of October till {ed Mr. Wells to so award it. The con-
said ‘Hon. Col. Prior. facts came to his knowledge. He| View of what had come to his own knowil- eu.x)dy in December, 1902. ) tract had been secured for the substap-
» “And you said yesterday that you learnt, as he states, that Messrs. Prior g;’if.e xi\mle in office, in say.ingllthat I%1& had, C’hhimi‘”t Hon. Colonel Prior was acting |tia] reason that the price quoted was
had a promise that a dissolution would {& Co. cabled for prices after the ten-| 23t the company was properly entitled to lef Commissioner in his absence. ; :

: L e e lders B . 4 subsidy for this piece of road. 3. Th Vi s’ re, |M0st advantageous for the province. All
be given you in any event,” said Mr.iders had been opened, and then tl s pues at previous to Mr. Wells' departure,

8 y ¥ ’ sl e mi s, at 8| He had a word to say naturally of the|certain firms suggested by Mr. Waddell, | that he had done was to ask that the
Oliver. i . |clerk from that firm had access to the| contemptible suggestions of the member | were communicated with, asking for bids |firm in which he was a shareholder
¢ (Mr. McPhillips opposed the granting|tenders, which enabled them to put in a.for Rossland. These he spurned, expressing | for wire cable to be used in construction [Should have a chance to tender. If h

2 . 2 e
‘of supply for the plain reason that if the lower bid, and thus secure the contract]|entire willingness to go to the country on | of Chimney Creek bridge. Those bids-were |had done wrong in this he was the one
JPremier succeeded in getting supply, |when Mr. Wells returned.” Lis position in this matter. The member | received from time to time, and not being |to suffer. Whatever differences of
the Lieutenant‘Governor would be justi-
fied in granting him dissolution, which
otherwise he would not. The junior
member for Victoria held further that
in view of the Premier already being
Wdiscredited, the House had no right to
{further trust the administration of af-
fairs to Hon. Col. Prior.

Mr. Neill held that supply should l:iave
theen granted by the House sitting dur-
fmg the progress of the Columbia &

{Western committee.

. Mr. Hawthornthwaite coincided with
Mr. McPhillips’ view, and promised ac-
tion accordingly.

‘Mr. Martin next rose to debate the
m?‘t\:?)r:v to the rescue!” shouted Mr. Mec-
Phillips.

Mr. Martin held that the duty of the
JHouse was plain. The Premier had
stated that he had been promised a dis-
wolution, but that His Honor hoped he
wwould try and  get reasonable supply
ghrough before going to the country. }f
{His 'Honor had been misquoted he _womd
mo doubt have sent his contradiction to
the Houase. The present was the last

chance for the House to do the thing'

that the country demanded should be
done. He too regretted that affairs
were in the hands of Premier Prior,
Hut under the circumstances maintained
that the duty 01; the House was to pass
geasonable eupply.

In passing, ’pthe hon. member had hi_s
#ull share of fun over the hopeless exhi-
bition made of itself on Wednesday by
the opposition under the leadership of
Mr. McBride.

. Mr. McInnes did not blame the third
member for Victoria for lack of faith,
w9 many things had transpired during
the past few hours to justify such dis-
tbelief. The present Premier, for exam-
iple, had said not so very long ago, with
ggreat positiveness, that he would never
seccept the support of the first member
for Vancouver. Yet what had the House
@een during the past 48 hours? 'The
Premier dependent upon the first mem-
dber for Vancouver for his politiecal ex-
dsteuce, smiiing and applauding lis every
word and action. He &eemed indeed to

And whereas, when the substance of

the statements contained in sueh ex-
tracts was brought to the attention of
the Hon. Premier, the Hon. E. G.
Prior, on the floor of the House on the
same date, he failed to give any denial
of the real gravamen of the charge, to
wit, that his firm had put in its offer af-
ter all the other quotations of other
firms had been rteceived, and after a
clerk from his firm had access to the
tenders, but he admitted that after his
election to a seat in the House of Com-
mons at Ottawa some years ago he had
«hanged his mercantile establishment in-
to a limited liability company, meaning
into the said firm of E. G. Prior & Co.,
with the express object in view of ten-
dering for government supplies.
Be it, therefore, resolved, that a com-
mittee of five members of this House,;
consisting of Messre. Gilmour, Dickie,
Tatlow and Curtis, be appoirted to in-
Testigate forthwith the statements here-
inbefore referred to, and that it is high-
ly in the public interest that the House
should not be prorogued until the re-
port of such committee be made, with
power to call for persons. books and
papers and report to this House, with
the evidence.

_Hon. Mr. Prentice denounced the ar-
ticle referred to as despicable and cow-
iardly, and took Mr. Curtis to task for
thaving brought it forward. He did not
wonder that the Premier was disposed
to treat the matter with the contempt it
deserved.

Mr. Wells explained to the House that
the tender of B. G. Prior & Co., Ltd.,!
had in this case been accepted solely.
because it was the lowest bid received. '

“I am glad that Col. Prior is out of;
the House at present,” said Hon. Mr.|
Prentice, with heat. “If I were he, I!
certainly would not demean myself by
answering snc¢h a cowardly charge.”
In turn Messrs. Neill, Hayward and,

iDickie objected to being named as mem-| for the country—in relegating the member | these .papers to Colonel Prior. which Mr.
'{‘&ﬂékmn did about the 17th of November,

bers of the proposed committee.

Mr. MaPhillips thought that the gen-
tlemen should not be excused. It was
their duty to take their share of com-
mittee work when it came to them. He

dor Rossland had been so anxious to villify
him in this connection that he had gone
from newspaper to newspaper with an dn-
terview containing these charges against
him (Martin), and although perhaps no
lone had received more abuse from the
newspapers of British Columbia than he,
no respectable paper could be found that
would print the interview. He had taken
‘his oath before the committee that he had
known nothing of the matters disclosed in
relation to the attempt to smuggle through
a claim to ‘blocks 4,593 and 4,594 under
<loak of bill 87 of last session; he had an-
iderstood that bill merely as a fair reinstate-
ment of undisputed rights. Whatever the
member for Rossland might say could not
change this fact. It was perbaps true that
that members in the House and stated that
the powers of the company were enlarged
under this bill, and it would be possible
under it for the railway to gain possession
of those two East Kootenay blocks. Like
{ the rest of the House, he was not in the
habit of listening to Mr. Curtis’ speeches.
It was, he believed, the custom of the
members when Mr. ‘Curtis began to speak,
to seek the lobbies. And no one could
‘blame them. Personally he would as soon
listen to a crazy man from New Westmin-
!ster as the member from Rossland. That
i member was always ready to dig down in
‘the dirt and slime in the hope of getting

! something to stick t¢o members of the
{ House. (Hon. Col. Prior: Hear, hear.)
‘ He had, for example, launched most serious
cherges against the former Premier, Mr.
! Dunsmuir, to the effect that he had wsed
+'his office for his personal ends. Those
i charges had. upom investigation, been dis-
solved in smoke. While Mr., Dunsmuir was
not perhaps cut out for the position of a
gcvernment leader and had to take the
word of his colleagues for much in politics,
and while his action in regard to strikes,

tc., might not be dpproved by many,

rere were few, at least, but would acquit
him of the suggestion or thought Qf using,
his- office for personal ends. He did not
know what party Mr. Curtis now belonged
‘to—probably to the Curtls party only. He
had tried all parties, Liberal, Labor, Pro-
gressivrs  etc., but was mot wanted by any.
He himself was glad to lose him as a sup-
porter.  With the election coming it was to

15th of November, requested Mr. Gambie

for wire cable. and as” Mr. Gamble was

endorsed on the envelope as tenders, were
opened and treated as ordinary communica-
tioms. 1In all, quotations were received from
four firms, as follows:
October 3—Dominion Wire Rope Co.,
Montreal, $5,917.
‘October 4—Dominion Wire Rope Co.,
Montreal, $5,581.
October 6—Darling & Co.,
$3,881.
‘)ﬁggember 8--Darling & Co., Vancouver,
_September 30—W. A, McLennan & Co.,
Vancouver, $5,225.
October 27—A. Leschen & Sons, St.
summarizing the above

Louis, $3,380.
4. A. schedule
tenders was submitted to the acting Chief
Commissioner, on November 12, 1902, by
Mr. Gamble, who asked for instruction as
to the awarding of the contract.
5. The acting Chief Commissioner wished
to know why the firm of E. G. Prior & Co.,
'tll.td.. had not been asked to make a quota-
on,
6. The acting Commissioner instructed
Mr. Gamble to held the matter in abeyance
until the firm of B. G. Prior & Co., Ltd.,
were given an opportunity to bid, in conse-
quence of which the firm of E. G. Prior &
ICo., Mitd.. sent in a bid on December 6,
of $3.216.39, being $170 Jess than any of
the former quotations. ]
7. The firm of E. @. Prior & Co., Ltd.,
were notified on the 12th of December of
the acceptance of their bid.
8. The condition attached to the firm’s
request to send quotations was that the
cable should be delivered not later than s
March 30th, 1903, at Asheroft, in order to
€rsure transportation before the breaking
up of the roads. No guarantee was given
by B. G. Prior & Co.. Ltd., although they .
promised to endeavor to make delivery as
near @as possible to that date.
9. The firm of B G. Prior & Co.. Ltd..
was € incorporated in 1891, with Colonel
'grinr holding a controlling interest in that
Tm.
10. The acting Chief Commissioner on the

Vancouver,

to send to his office in the department of
Mines, the papers in connection with bids

eoing awsv. he (Mr. Gamble) wrote to

be hoped that it would accompniish one good

for Rossland back te his proper avocation,
boosting bogus mining schemes. i
Mr. Fherts opposed the resolution, He
traced the history of railway matters m ‘
the inception of the strong railway pol'ey
of the Turn

his dranghtsman. Mr. Cookson, to take

11. Trere s n conflict of testimony on
the following noints:
fa) W= (Wolkarn ewoprs that *ha anly dor-

er government in 1807. with the! ument he took to Colone! Prior after get-

regarded as
believe what he had to say.

dering known

demnatory.

The debate eclosed with the
mous pnssage of the resolution,
been enlivened by at least one
linguae which was immencely
ciated by House and galleries.

opinion people might have with him in
politics, he thought that when he went
on the_stand and pledged his sworn
word—his unsworn word was generally
zood—the majority would
He re-
peated that there had been no communi-
cation to his firm of the prices offered
by other firms. and he submitted as a
business man that had his firm in ten-
the other figures they
would not hnave been likely to underhid
to the extent of $170, when $5 or $10
would have been equally sufficient for
the purpose of getting the contract.
could not interpret the report as con-

unan

having
lapsus
appre-

He

and proves conclusively that taken when
symptoms of consumption develop they
build up, strengthen and invigorate the
patient to a point ‘where disease disap-
pears. In proof of this take the case
Ildoge St. George, of St. Jerome, Que.,
who says:

ly run down. I lost color,
stantly from headaches and pains in the
sides, my appetite left me, and I be-
came very week. Then I was told
that I was in consumption. The doctor
ordered me to the Laurentian Moun-
tains in the hope that the change of air
would benefit me. I remained there for
some time, but did not not improve, and
returned home feeling that I had not
much longer to live. I then decided to
use Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills. After
using several bottles my appetite began
to return, and this seemed to mark the
change which brought about my recovery

i-
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for with the improved appetite came
gradual but surely increasing strength.
I comntinued the use of the pills, and
daily felt the weakness that had threat-
ened to end my life disappear, until final-
Iy I was again enjoying good health, and
now, as those who know me cam see, I
show no trace of the illness I passed
through. I believe Dr. Williams’ Pink
Pills saved my life, and I hope my state-
ment will induce similar sufferers to
try them.”

These pills are also a certain cure for
the after effects of la grippe and pneu-
monia, which frequently develops into
consumption. Through their blood-renew-
ing, strengthening qualities they also
cure anaemia, heart troubles, neuralgia
rheumatism, stomach troubles, kidney
and liver ailments and the *functional
weaknesses that make the lives of so
many women a source of constant mis-
ery. There are many imitations of this
medicine and the health-seeker should
protect himeelf by seeing that the fuil
name “Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills for Pale
People,” is on_ every box. Sold by all
dealers in medicine or sent post paid
at 50 cents a box or six boxes for $2.50
by addressing the Dr. Williams’ Medi-

“About a year ago I became great-
suffered con-

uted. .
He had asked Mr. Gamble to let his
firm have a chance. yne day Mr.
Schwengers, a clerk in the office of E.
G. Prior & Co., Ltd., had come to him
at the parliament buildings, and said
that he wanted to see the specifications.
He had referred him to Mr. Gamble,
who happened to be away at the time:
and later in the day he had himself
‘phoned to Mr. Gamble asking him to
send the papers to his (Prior's) office.
The papers came over, including the
tenders, and when Schwengers came II
he had shown Schwengers the spe
tions, but had not let him see the other
tenders nor shown or told him the fig-
ures. He knew the fignres himself, but
was quite positive that he had not dis-
closed them. His firm had afterwards
gent in a tender and secured the con-
tract, He was the owner of 60 per
cent. of the stock in Prior & Co.. Ltd..
and was interested in getting =all the
business possible. but had not and would
not have disclosed the figures as ‘n this
case,

Mr. Schwengers told of having ~ot the
specifications from Mr. Gamble who
had called at the offices of Prior & Co..
Itd.. and asked the firm to pu- in A
tender. Not understanding the «necifi-
cations he had gone to Hon. Col Prior
and asked for ecertain informaton as
to the rope estimate. Col. Prior had
therenpon sent for the popers. as stated.
He (Schwengers) had only looked 2t the
specifications. The schedule, w’ h the
tenders, might have heen there, “nt he
ecortainly did not look at the # zures.
The schednle might have heen Iy'ng on
the desk. bnt he was positive he ~ot N0
advantace from the figures of the other
tenderers. -

Mr. Cookson will he ealled thie morn-
ing tn comnlate the evidenee, a~d the
committee will report this afternoon.

e T T TR R
FOR STOMACH TROUBL™ ™.
“ T have taken a great many differer?
medicines for stomach trouble » v con-
stipation.” says Mrs. S. Geiger, of Dnni
kerton, Iowa, ‘“but never had as g00(
results from any as from Chamberlain’
Stomach and Liver Tablets.” TFor sale

~fng Co.. Brockville, Ont.

by all druggists and dealers.
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