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PROVINCIAL LEGISLATURE.
Second Session of t;_éeventh Parliament.

FORTY-FIRST DAY.
SATURDAY., March 28, 1896.

The Speaker took the chair at 2 p. m.

The following bills were introduced
and read a first time:

To amend the election regulation act
and amending acts—Mr. Forster.
"o amend the land act and amending
acts—Hon. Mr. Martin. ‘

To amend the mechanics lien act, 1891
_Mr. Macpherson.

THE BUDGET.

[{ox. CoL. baAkER resumed the debate
on the motion for committee of supply.
He opened with an endorsation of the
premier’s remark of the previous day,
that the salaries of the ministers
<hould be submitted to the reduction
made in the case of government employes
cenerally, and proceeded: The advent
of the budget speech is always a legiti-
mate occasion for the opposition to un-
mask its batteries of attack upon the
policy and administration of the govern-
ment and especially against the financial
policy both in its detail and in its en-
tirety. But, sir, the government is able
to show that it occupies an impregnable
position towards any attack which may
be launched against it. The hon. leader
of the opposition has been vainly search-
ing for some weak points in our armor,
and 1 am glad to find that he has at all
events acknowledged that we are a party
of progress. He has, however, qualified
this meed of praise by the usual lugubri-
ous warnings from the opposition that
the government is leading the country
into bankruptecy. Well, sir, I have sat
in this house for ten successive sessions,
and on each occagion I have listened to
this stale, old tune until we have now
come to look upon it as the annual bar-
rel-organ attack of the opposition. And,
sir, although during the last decade there
have been two general elections, still,
notwithstanding the doleful warnings of
the opposition the people have returned
the government to power with a sweep-
ing majority.

However, sir, I intend upon this oc-
casion to traverse the criticisms of the
honorable gentlemen by taking a brief
review of the policy of the government,
and then by showing what the effect of
that policy has been, I shall hope to
firmly and conclusively establish the
position that the government has acted
for the best interests of the people of
this province. = In analysing the
effects of a policy it is not suffi-
cient to take the results of one or even
of two or of three years of administration,
because there may be unforeseen and un-
avoidable contingencies which may tem-
porarily check the continuity, and ob-
scure the effect of the policy which is
in progress. It therefore becomes neces-
sary to extend the area of criticism over
a series of years, and I purpose going
back to the financial year 1886-87 and
marking the effect of the policy of the
government from that date up to the
present time. And in doing this, Mr.
Speaker, I shall endeavor not to cloud
the intellect of the opposition with a
superabundance of figures, and I shall
avoid touching upon those details which
can be discussed with greater profit when
we go into committee on ways and
means. .

Ishall therefore treat the subject in
the abstract and not in ‘... concrete, and
I shall confine: mysel’- »-these: figures
which are absolutelv  cessary to eluci-
date the policy of tu government. In
fact, Mr. Speaker, I ao not wish to con-
jure with figures and I shall leave the
legerdemain to the necessities of the
opposition.

I must premise my remarks by touch-
ing upon two of thesalient points 1n our
expenditure which require some ex-
planation, otherwise they might be mis-
leading to a cursory critic upon our ad-
ministration. I allude to the expendi-
ture on the civil service and administra-
tion of justice and also to that on educa-
tion. In consequence of the peculiar
configuration of our country it would be
most unfair as well as misleading to
attempt to compare our expenditure on
the civil service and administion of jus-
tice with that of provinces, for example,
such as Ontario, Manitoba and the
Northwest Territories. We have in
British Columbia a vast area of countr,
which is but partially settled by a very
sparse population. Small sections of
society are scattered over the large area
and many of them are separated from
each other by impassable barriers in
the form of great mountain ranges
and the only means of communication
lies by long and circuitous routes. A
mining discovery in some remote region
brings together, say one hundred peo-
ple, and it then becomes necessary to
have a mining recorder and a constdble
to minister to their requirements and to
give security to life and. property; but
the same official would be sufficient for
a thousand people. These small sec-
tions of society become scattered over a
large area and are grouped into dis-
tricts, when it becomes necessary to es-
tablish a court house and a jail and to
liave a gold commissioner to superintend
them ; but here again the same officer
and his staff would be ample for double
or treble the population. Again, the
distances are so great that the item for
;m\'elling expenses necessarily becomes

arge.

These are some of the causes which
swell the expenditure upon the civil
service and administration of justice to
far larger proportions than would be
necessary in a more open country. And
we must not lose sight of the preventive
aspect of our administration of justice.
We can turn with just pride to the law
and order which prevails in even the
wildest regions of our Rocky mountains,
and if it were not for the efficient organ-
ization which exists there might be out-
hreaks the cost of the suppression  of
which would be far greater than our
present annual expenditure.

When I was in Rossland last summer
I met some American capitalists who
are developing the mines there. and
they told me that they were quite as-
tonished at the law and order which was
maintained in that booming towh of
over two thousand inhabitants, under
the surveillance of only a recorder and a
constable. They said that had Ross-
land been removed twenty miles further
south, across theinternational boundary,
it would have required at least twenty
officials to maintain order, and even
then the peace would not be kept in
anything like the same degree it is in
our own country. We must remember
that the law and order which prevails
in our province is an important factor
in tempting capitulists to invest their
capital in our country. With these pre-
liminary remarks I will now turn to the

consideration of the effect of the policy
of the government from the financial
year 1886-87 up to the present time.

I may state that the very foundation
of the policy of the government— the
very base upon which we have reared
our actions—has been unbounded faith
in the wealth and the magnitude of the
natural resources of our fair province.

We have recognized that by opening up
the interior communications of the coun-
try and placing our vast natural re-
sources in touch with capital and labor
we should convert our potential wealth
into kinetic or active wealth, and thatin
pursuit of this policy we might reason-
ably expect, in norma! times of com-
mercial prosperity, an annual expansion
of our revenue and a rapid increase to
our population as a natural sequence to
a liheral expenditure on public works.

In order to prove that our anticipa-
tions were correct we must first consider
the excess of expenditure over revenue
in each successive year from 1886-87 up
to the present time; secondly, the
amount expended in each of those suc-
cessive years upon publie works; and
thirdly, the effect of this expenditure on
public wgrks upon the developme:t of
the natural resources of our province.
And it must be understood that in pub-
lic works I include roads, streets,
bridges, . wharves, surveys and public
buildings.

Now we find that in the financial year
1886-87 the excess of expenditure over
revenue amounted to $172,753. In the
following year 1887-88, the excess was
reduced to $137,293. In 1888-89 it was
$109,488; in 1889-90 it was $65,886, and
in 1890-91 it had come down to the com-
paratively small amount of $28,812. So
that the Minister of Finance had almost
arrived at that state of beatitude when
he could come down to this house and
say: ‘“Mr. Speaker, I am happy to say
that our revenue has met our expendi-
ture.”’

Now, sir, what was the cause of this
satisfactory effect? Was it brought
about by a parsimonious policy, by
starving the administrative affairsof the
country, or by a niggardly expenditure
on public works? No, sir. On the con-
trary, we find that the whole of the ad-
ministration of the affairs of the country
were carried on in a high state of effi-
ciency. We espécially find a liberal ex-
penditure upon that important item in
the well being of every community, the
department of education; and the satis-
factory result of that expenditure is
shown by the fact that while in 1886 87
there were in the province only 83 public
schools, 101 teachers and 4,471
pupils, there were in 1890-91 as many
as 128 public schools, 185 teachers and
9,260 pupils, showing that the number
of children far more than doubled in five
years! I do not pretend that the gov-
ernment assumes the credit—or the re-
sponsibility—for the fecundity of the
population, but I do say that we are
greatly in sympathy with it. And now
let us turn tothe expenditure upon public
works during these vears. Do we find
any niggardness here? Not at all. In
1886-87 there was expended $244,628; in
’87-788, $238,278; in ’88-’89, $233,963; in
’89-90, $364,265, and in ’90-'91, $331,825,
thus showing a most liberal expenditure
in this direction.

And now we come to the crucial test
of this policy, namely, what was the
effect of this liberal expenditure upon
public works upon the annual expansion
of the public revenue? always remem-
bering that dur.ng these five vears of
normal eommercial prosperity the ex-
cess of expenditure over revenue had

1886-87 amounted to $540,398, in ’87-’88
it had increased to $608,678, in ’88-’89 to
$706,779, in ’89-’90 to $845,622 and in
’90-'91 to $964,943, showing that in nor-
mal years of commercial prosperity the
revenue expanded annually by approxi-
mately $100,000, and that it nearly
doubled itself in five years! Therefore,
gir, ] maintain that the policy of the
government was a statesmanlike policy
and one which was conducive to the
best interests of the people. This brings
us to the year 1891-92, and whereas in
the previous year the excess of expendi-
ture over revenue had only amounted to
$28,812, we find that it suddenly jumps
up to the large sum of $392,683. What
was the cause of this sudden effect? It
is easily explained. In this year the
government negotiated a loan for $1,000,-

Y 1000, and the cost of floating the loan

added to the discount amounted to $174,-
000, and this was placed to revenue ac-
count. I think this practice a mistake
and that it should be placed to capital
account, otherwise it gives an erroneous
idea of excess ef expenditure over
revenue for the year. However we find
it charged in this case to expenditure
and we also find a sum of $20,000 for a
portion of the annual interest on the
loan, and this makes up a total increase
of $194,000.
It was now that the wonderful re-
sources in mineral wealth of the Koote-
nay district and also of other parts of
the province were forcing themselves
upon the attention of the government,
and I well remember my hon. friend the
member for West. Kootenay, Mr. Kellie,
acting the part of a prophet in this
house and telling us that in five years
time we should see 100,000 tons of bul-
lion coming out of the Kootenay dis-
trict. His remarks were received with a
smile of incredulity at the time, but he
has turned out a true prophet. How-
ever, the government fully realized the
importance of the situation and deter-
mined to spend freely upon public works
go as to open up the resources of the
country and induce capital to comein to
develop them. Accordingly we find a
sum of $458,333 spent upon public works
for this year, which was an excess of
$126,508 over the expenditure for a simi-
lar purpose in the previous year, and
this sum added to the $194,000 in con-
nection with the loan makes $320,508,
which largely accounts for the excess of
expenditure over revenue of $392,683.
But there was another cause for this ex-
cess. It was in this yvear that the peo-
ple had a craze for rural municipalities
and we find several of them established,
which largely contracted the public rev-
enue. Thus the net revenue of 1891-92
amounts to $1,088,237, which, although
an increase, does not keep up to the an-
nual increase of the tive previous years.
So, sir, we see that the policy of the
government in the year 1891-92 was a
statesmanlike polivy, and one calculated |
to meet the emergencies which arose.
We now come to the memorable yerr
1892-93, and I say the memorable year
because there now appears the crest of
that great wave of commercial depres-
sion which rolled over the civilized na-
tions of the world leaving ruin and deso-
Jation in its path. All the springs of
private enterprise were suddenly dri

country. The working man could not

annually decreased almost to zero. We | cloud, for we find that the annual reve-
find that the net revenue in the year | nue is again commencing to expand and

ed | —with the present increase—under $7
up and capital ceaged to flow into the | pe

find hire for his labor; the retail store-
keeper could not get pay for his goods,
and the wholesale merchant sought in
vain for a safe market. The helping
hand of enterprise became paralyzed.
The government was -now brought face
to face with a universal commercial crisis
which has been seldom, if ever, parallel-
| ed in history.

It was a time when a timid and falter-
ing policy on the partof the government
would assuredly have brought ruin upon
the people and would have thrown back
the progress of our courtry by a quarter
of a century. But, sir, the government
boldly stepped into the breach. Al-
though it was impossible for private en- |
terprise to borrow capital at any rate of
interest, such was the confidence of the
money market in the resources of our,
country and the administration of our
government that it was ready to lend us
money at an exceedingly low rate of in-
terest. The government therefore de-’
termined to meet the crisis by spending
liberally upon public works and by in-
troducing  foreign  capital at a
low rate of interest and ex-|
eending it upon public works.'
Ve foresaw that the money would first
pass into the pockets of the working-
men. From them it would pass to the
retail storekeepers; from the latter to
the wholesale merchants, and thus this
foreign capital would permeate through
every artery of trade, and would vivify
the debilitated enterprise of the %eople
and give to them sufficient strength and
sufficient vigor to meet the impending
crisis which had already commenced to
overshadow them.

In consequence of these sinister times
we find that in 1892-93 the excess of ex-
penditure. over revenue amounts to
$412,232, but the expenditure upon pub-
lic works reaches $494,759, and as a
natural sequence of the commercial de-
pression the revenue fell to $1,019,206.

But the difficulties of the government
were only commencing. In the year
1893-94 not only was the commercial de-
pression throughout the world greatly
accentuated, but this country was
afflicted by a terrible visitation in the
form of the most disastrous flood which
has been experienced since the first set-
tlement of the colony. Many bridges
large and small in the interior as well as
roads were swept away, and all com-
munication became disjointed. In the
Fraser river valley and other portions of
the province, the crops, fences, orchards
and farm buildings of many of the farm-
ers were destroyed, and their cattle and
stock were endangered. It seemed a$
though the last touch had been given to
the despair and despondency of the peo-
ple. But, sir, the government rose to
the situation and came to the rescue of
the people. Bridges and roads were re-
paired; seed and fodder were provided
to the farmers; their cattle and stock
were saved, and twelve months after-
wards it was difficult to realize the grave
crisis which the country had passed
through. The excess of expenditure
over revenue for this year was of neces-
sity very high, and amounts to $772,437,
and the expenditure on public ‘works
amounts to $458,941, and so great was
the commercial depression that the pub-
lic revenue falls to $821,660. It was the
bitterest hour of our trial.

We now arrive at last year’s accounts,
which had to meet a large portion of the
burdens of the previous year, and we
find that the excess of expenditure over
revenue mounts up to the large sum of
$819,032, while the expenditure on pub-
lic works is $554,681. But now, sir,
there is a silver lining to the lowering

shows an increase over the previous
year of $74,365, which indicates that
the zero of commercial depresgion has
been passed and that we are emerging
into better times.

That such is the case we have every
reason to believe, in consequence of the
highly satisfactory mining reports which
I have received from every mining dis-
trict in the province, which .shows that
in consequence of the generous poliey of
the government in spending’ liberally
upon public works to open up commu-
nication to our mineral wealth, enor-
mous amounts of private capital have
been invested in our mining industry
during the past vear, and such a loud
shout of wonder has gone up at the mag-
nitude of our mineral wealth that the
echo of that shout is already resounding
throughout every money market in the
world. .

Although we have bravely weathered
the financial storm whbich has been
sweeping over the civilized nations of
the world, it has necessitated a heavy
expenditure of public money, and ac-
cordingly last year the government
negotiated a loan for  $2,037,000
which it obtained at the low
rate of 3 per cent. interest, and the
loan realized $1,867,544 net cash. The
whole of this loan, or nearly the whole
of it, together with the $1,000,000 bor-
rowed in 1891-92, has been expended
and distributed among the people; and,
gir, I ask any unprejudiced business
man of this country, who knows full well
how, for a lopg time, there was trem-
bling in the balance the bare existence
of the people in the one scale and star-
vation in the other—I ask what would
have been the effect upon the people in
this grave crisis if the government had
withheld from them this three millions
of dollars in the bitter hour of their need?
Sir, there can be but one answer to that
question, and it is comprised in the one
word, ruin.

Therefore I maintain that I have made
good my postulate that the policy of the
government in the grave crisis which
the country has been passing through
was a statesmanlike policy, and one
which was conducive to the best inter-
ests of the people. And, sir, when honor-
able gentlemen opposite moan and groan
over the debt which has been incurred,
I ask what does that debt amount to?
Why, sir, the net debt of this great
province at the present time only
amounts to $5,679,039, and I have shown
how—in normal times of commercial
prospeiity—our revenue equals our ex-
penditure, altough we are at the same
time developing our resources by a lib-
eral expenditure on public works and are
liquidating cur debt through the sink-
ing fund.

The new discoveries of our natural
wealth in munerals encourages us to
stiil further open up communication in
order to develop it, and although we
have increased taxation with this laud-
able object in view, we find that the
rate of our provincial taxation is consid-
erably lower than that of other coun-
tries. For example, in the neighboring
State of Washington the assessed taxes
amount to $15 per, capita, while in Brit-
ish Columbia the assessed taxes will be

deal of

public débt become double or treble what
it is we have only, to fan the embers of
our vast natural wealth, to create such a
potential heat as will dissolve awayithis
debt like the sun upon a summer’s snow.
Fortunately for the government its
policy has stood for judgment before the
most severe critic to which its conduct
- could besubmitted—namely, the money
market of the world. And what is the’
verdict? Why, sir, the meney market
is ready to lend to this government all
the money it requires at 3 per cent.
interest, and British Columbia inscribed
stock now ranks second in the colonial
gecurities of the world.

We are content with that verdict.
Indeed the policy of the government
in the grave crisis, which the civilized
world has been passing through, may
reasonably be compared with the case of
a man, who, seeing bis friend struggling
in the water, plunges in with all his
clothes upon him and rescues his friend
from drowning. When a bystander
comes up and surveying the dripping
rescuer exclaims, ‘‘See, how you have
gpoiled your gold watch!”” And he re-
plies, ““ That is true, but I have saved
my friend.”

So, when, in this grave crisis which
we have been passing through the oppo-
sition taunts the government by exclaim-
ing. ‘‘See, how you have spoiled the
appearance of your balance sheet,”” we
reply, ¢ Yes, that is true—but—we have
saved the people in the hour of their
need.”’

MER. Swornp criticised the expenditure
of the government during recent years,
notably that upon the new buildings
here, which he characterized as wholly
unnecessary  extravagance. Dealing
with the public accounts for 1894-95,
mentioned at the opening of the budget
speech, he criticised the action of the
government in paying to the Nakusp-
Slocan railway company interest for one
year upon the amount they had de-
posited as security for the guarantee of
their bonds. He urged that the office of
Agent-General in London be altogether
abolished. He thought that a good
the roadwork expenditure
is wasted, and hoped that better sup-
ervision: will be exerciced in future.
He noted that there is nothing in the
estimates to show how much is to be
called for for the completion of the par-
liament buildings, as he felt sure that
they will not be completed for the $100,-
000 yet remaining out of the loan. He
protested against the feeling which ap-
pears to be growing up that in the mat-
ter of 'roads, streets and bridges there
should be no expenditure within the
municipalities, and put in a plea especi-
cially for the newly formed outlying mu-
nicipalities.

oN. Mr. MARTIN reminded the mem-
ber who had just spoken that when the
proposal for the new parliament build-
ings wasg before the house he (Mr. Mar-
tin) had opposed it with all his might,
while'the then leader of the opposition,
of whomm' Mr. Sword was a follower at
that titde, held up both hands for it.
He denied that there is not sufficient
money, an hand to complete the build-
ings, &0 far as contracts originally let are
concerned, though it had been found
necessaty to let some sinall contracts in
addition. including the electric lighting,
and putting in a telephone system. It
is all 'very well for the opposition to
come’here and preach retrenchment and
decredseéd taxation, but at the same time
they come to the lands and works de-
partméit with requisitions a yard long
for pblic works wanted in their dis-
tri¢ts, for they appear to think that the
retrenichment they preach is all right
only when practised somewhere else. To
show that the returns as well as the ex-
pendifure of the lands and works de-
partment are increasing, he stated that
the revenue collectéd at theoffice in Vic-
toria was for 1894 $73,487; and for 1895,
$88,315.
Mg, Kipp contended for a greater re-
duction than had been made in provin-
cial salaries. He criticised the claim of
the goyernment that the debt had been
incurred for the purposeof public works,
contrasting the expenditure for this pur-
pose with the deficits annually occurring.

Mgr: - KENNEDY rejoiced to hear that the
ministers’ salaries are to be reduced,
and he hoped that some of their other
allowances would be cut off too.

Mg. Apams agreed with what had been
said by Mr. Sword as to the better re-
sults that might be obtained from the.
road expenditure, and he thought the
Chief Commissioner would soon be able
to tell the house that something is to be
done in this direction. He felt that the
opposition ought to take the house a
little: more into their confidence and
give the government the benefit of their
ideas instead of bottling them up
in case they should get a chance to use
them themselves at some future day.
He hoped to see liberal expenditures in
railways for opening up the mines and
especially for giving connection with the
Cariboo district, which is forced to re-
main comparatively unproductive on ac-
count of the cost of getting in freight.
He therefore thought that if there is an-
other railway proposition placed before
the government—a modified and reason-
able one—the members on both sides
could not do better than give it their
gupport. ~With respect to education,
though the cost is large he did not
think there should be any reduction for
some time yet. He dealt with the argu-
ments which have been advanced in the
house that the sale of lands would be
parting with the assets of the province,
and he held that the only way to make
the lands valuable is to sell them.

Mg. WiLLtans agreed with most of
what Mr. Adams had said, but hedid not
agree that the opposition should disclose
their ‘policy to the government. He
had no dougt that it would be of benefit
in enabling the government to better
carry out their duty to _the
country, but it would be time enough for
the opposition to prescribe when they
are called in. He thought it came with
bad grace for the Provincial Secretary
to boast of the success of the government
at the elections, when as is well known
they rode into power on the skeleton of
the Britith Pacific, and he wanted to
know if that skeleton is to reappear this
gession, and if this yegr as last the
house is being detained for that purpose.
He complained that this government
are riot to be caught napping, and can-
not be defeated in the house, because
whenever they find that any bill of
theirs is not acceptable they withdraw
it. He accused the government of tim-
idity because they introduced a number
of bills recommended by the commis-
sioner for the revision of thestatutesand
for some reason best known to them-
selves subsequently withdrew them. He
condemned the government for not hav-
ing introdued a bill to establish in this

rovince the Torrens system of laad trans-

r capita. . .
Therefore I maintain that should our

| held the government responsible for the
| defalcations of Prevost, Falding and
Warwick, because a proper system of in-
spection would have prevented them.
He proceeded to criticise the action of
the government in paying to the Bank
of British Columbia on account of the
estate cf the late’Frederick Adams $10,-
000 of the amount deducted from the
contract price in substitution for bonds
for its completion; and also the sum of
$8,200 due to Mr. Adams, and argued
that they had practically given this sum
of $18,200 in cash in consideration of a
bond for $20,000 from the new contrac-
tors. He could only surmise that in
financing the contract for the late Mr.
Adams the bank were in a hole and the
government came to their rescue by
making them a present of $10,000 and
loaning them $8,200 afterwards.

Mr. Macpaerson deplored that he
had to eharge the government with gross

the several constituencies; and that
having sown the wind the whirlwind is
now upon them. After half an hour he
moved the adjournment of the debate,
which was agreed to.

The house adjourned at 5:50 p.m.

THE CITY.

Vicroria Camp, No. 52, Woodmen of
the World, is considering the advisa-
bility of lowering the entrance fee for a
stated time. This camp is now the
largest but one in the order and pro-
mises to take front rank as a live con-
cern.

MEessrs. J. Bullen, J. Gerow, William
Hodge, W. Grimm, F. Fell and J. Wood
acted as pall-bearers at the funeral of
the late contractor, Mr. Christopher J.
King. which took place yesterday after-
noon from the family residence on Pan-
dora avenue.

O~x Wednesday evening at the 8 o’clock
service at St. Saviour’s church, Victoria
West, the choir will render E. V. Hall’s
cantata, ‘‘Is it nothing to you, all ye
who pass by,”’ the tenor solo being taken
by Mr. H. J. Cave. Rev. W.D. Barber
will deliver an address. The cantata
will be repeated on Good Friday at the
evening service.

Joax CourrNeEy, a resident of this
city. and for sgome time past regarded as
one of the most daring and enterprising
smugglers operating between the British
Columbia ports and the American side,
is supposed to have been drowned be-
tween San Juan and New Whatcom a
few days ago, while trying to escape
from the officers of the customs service.

THERE was little change yesterday in
the condition of Nels Johnson, of Port
Hadlock, who so narrowly escaped death
by asphyxiation at the Hotel Victoriaon
Friday morning. He was removed yes-
terday to the Jubilee hospital, wHere he
is receiving the best of skilled attention,
despite which he had not yet even re-
covered the power of speech last even-
ing. The medical men are still san-
guine, however, that he will be brought
through.

THE tableaux and concert which the
ladies of the Reiormed Episcopal church
propose to give in Philharmonic hall
Easter Monday evening, " will no doubt
draw a large audience, as the excellence
of these affairs are well known to all
lovers of good music and scenic display.
The programme is unusually attractive.
There will be an exhibition of musical
drill by a company from the Fifth Regi-
ment, assisted by the Fife and Drum
Band of No. 3 Company.

Miss ArLice M. Purpy, who is to de-
liver her popular lecture on ‘ Physical
Culture” at A.0.U.W. hall next Tues-
day evening, is spoken of by all who
have met her, or who have had the op-
portunity to attend any of her addresses,
as one of . the most graceful and clever
exponents of the advantages of physical
culture yet appearing on the coast. She
was formerly teacher of calisthenics and
physical culture in the Deaf and Dumb
Institute and Albert College, Belleville,
Ont., and throughout the East, whence
she comes highly recommended, she
met with general and pronounced suc-
cess.

TrrumprH lodge, I.0.G.T., was officered
at last Thursday evening’s meeting by
Pride of the Ridge lodge and a pleasant
programme of songs, readings and in-
strumental music was given. Colfax
Rebekah lodge, I.0.0.F., intends having
a social on April 14 to which Sisters of
Rebekah, brother Odd Fellows and
friends are invited. Another social to
be given after Lent is being prepared by
Rathbone Sisters, Behnsen Temple, No.
3. The temple is growing in member-
ship rapidly and on April 1 will have
initiations. Col. H. F. W. Behnsen is
driltng the floor team in the initiatory
work. .

WitH the aid of the strong sou’ wester
blowing yesterday the steamer Maude,
Capt. Roberts, made a flying run upihe
Straits, returning from the West Coast
last night. She had been as far as
Ucluelet, and had there met the only
sealers seen or heard of on the trip.
These were the Carrie C. W. with a
catch of 59 skins; the Dora Siewerd
with 157, and the Kilmeny with 92.
The passengers who arrived on the
Maude were: J. P. Thompson, Rev.
Menzies, James E. Sutton, Wm. J.
Sutton, R. K. Sutton, Miss Swutton, T.
Keyworth, T. Parsons, H. Brether, J.
Brether and G. F. Emery.

At the last regular meeting of Colum-
bia lodge, No. 2, I.0.0.F., the motion to
reduce the dues by granting a rebate of
three months to all members paying
nine months’dues before the 1st of Oc-
tober in each year, was ruled out of or-
der by the N.G., it being con'rary to the
constitution. A communication from
the Grand Master was read requesting
ail lodges to appropriately celebrate the
26th of April, the anniversary of the or-
der, and grantipg permission for them
to appear in regalia in public on that oc-
casion. A committee was appointed to
act in conjunction with like committees
from the other city lodges in devising
and carrying. out some fitting mode of
observing the occasion.

A WELL-ATTENDED social was held at
the First Congregational church last
night, the programme being a long and
interesting one. Miss R. Stoddart

layed a pianoforte soloin splendid style;

r. J. G. Brown supplied a solo; Miss
A. Stoddart rendered ‘‘ Day Dreams’’
in her usual style wkich is tantamount
to saying she sang very well; Mr. An-
drews gave a violin solo. The choir of
the church, assisted by lady friends of the
eongregation, sang a glee;; Messrs. Jack-

f | man and Stoddart recited and ‘¢ Bill”’

ers, as he declared there i8 no security o
title under the law as at present. He

Adams told some of his recollections.

political immorality in the treatment of | W

A motion thanking those who took part-
in the eyening’s entertainment was pas-
sed and the audience dispersed after
having spent a very agreeable evening.

IN PEACE, AT REST, WITH GOD.

Right Rev. Bishop Lemmens Refers in Fit-
ting Terms to the Loss Sustained by the
Community in Mrs. Davie’s Death.

The feelings of the entire community
with reference to the loss sustained by
the city in the recent death of Mrs.
Theodore Davie, whose funeral took
place on Thursday, were very feelingly
expressed on that occasion by Rt. Rev.
Bisnop Lemmens, in the ceourse of his
sermon at St. Andrew’s cathedral. His
Lordship said:

‘“ Beloved brethren, the occasion that
has brought us together this morning is
one of unusual sadness and solemnity.
eare here to give back to earth the
mortal remains of one whose premature
death has filled the whole community
with grief and sorrow, and sympathy for
the bereaved family, for she was held in
great esteem for her excellent qualities
and many virtues. It is not to praise the
dead but to pray for them
that the church has ordered her solemn
funeral rites. Yet it may be permitted
us to utter a word of mourning and
praise of a life ot dutifulness and purity
and faithfulness to God. The presence
here of this large congregation and the
numerous expressions of sorrow and .
sympathy that have flowed in from all
sides and reached her afflicted relatives,
show the high esteem in which she was
held and how wide was the circle of
friends to whom she had endeared her-
self. Yet she did not seek to be known.

‘“ We can bear witness that the subtle
vanity of shining in society had no se-
ductions for her, and the contagion of
worldliness, of riches and of fashion
tainted not her virtue nor spoiled her
singleness of heart. Without ostenta-
tion she rose above these vanities
and left us a shining example of genuine
piety and of a blameless life by the
faithful discharge of the duties of a
Christian wife and a Christian mother.
The manner of her death also is not want-
ing in edifying traits. What a rich
fund of earnest faith and intelligent
piety is revealed to us in her anxious in-
quiry from the priest who attended her
in her last hour ‘‘whether he had
brought the blessed sacrament,”” be-
cause there was not time for him to re-
turn, and how great her jov when as-
ssured that this, her pious wish, was to
be gratified! You see, she was indeed
watching for the coming of her Lord;
and ‘‘ Blessed,”” says Christ, ‘* blessed
are they whom the Lord, when He
cometh, shall find watching.””  Amen.
I say to you that He will gird Himself
and make them sit down at the banquet
and, passing, will minister unto them.

‘“When a prominent member of a
Christian community thus passes away,
my dear friends, it suggests to our minds
how precarious is the present life and
how careful we should be to hold our=
selves in readiness for eternity. When,
ag in the present case, that death is as
beautiful and holy as the life which it
closes, death indeed loses its sting and
bitterness; and for the dear ones she
leaves behind, though their tears may
flow and a deep sorrow fill their breasts,
yet there is no bitterness in their grief,
nojrebellious thought in their mind, but
a sweet consolation born of that
confident Christian hove which is
an adequate remedy for all ‘earthly
afflictions, and this hope is 4ll
the more comforting because of
our belief in the Communion of Saints.
that beautiful and consoling teaching of
Christianity which, by many, is so little
understood. We say in the Apostles’
Creed, ‘I believe in the Communion of
Saints.” The saints are all the children
of God, whether they are still on earth
or have already passed into heaven, or
are yet detained in purgatory. All these
form the great family of God; they all
are members of the universal church of
Christ, and there exists between them a
real and intimate communion by virtue
of which they may benefit one another
by their prayers and good works; for
God, their common Father, has willed
that brotherly love should be the chief
characteristic that is to distinguish his
true children.

‘¢ We have the Saviour’s word for it
that what we do for one another He ac-
counts it as done to Himself; and so itis
that by our prayers and sacrifices we can
benefit our brethren, the members of the
suffering church in purgatory. It iscer-
tain that many good and pious Christians,
who die in the grace of God, who depart
this life free from the guiltof any serious
offence, may yet be accountable for
smaller faults and imperfections,
and these are a hindrance to
their = immediate admission into
heaven, into which, as the scripture
says, nothing defiled can enter. Now
by virtue of the Communion of Saints
we can assist them, we can atone for,
we can hasten the day of their glorifica-
tion; although our eyes cannot follow
them, the tie is not broken, the reality
of their relationship to us is in no way
impaired, we are still in communion
with them and find in this our best con-
solation. Hence the ecripture says:
‘It is a holy . and wholesome"
thought to pray for the dead, that
they may be loosed from their sins.
And in this respect the distinguished
lady whose death we mourn is fortun-
ate in having amongst her nearest re-

‘latives a priest of God, who will not fail

to offer up for her, again and again, the
clean oblation of the new law, the holy
sacrifice of the altar, the most efficacious
intercessory prayer Christ has bequeath-
ed to His church, as it is a renewal of
the great sacrifice of Golgotha, which
atoned for the sins of a whole world.

“T am sure also that you all, out of
your charity, will pray and intercede for
her before the throne of God’s mercy, that
the lesser stains of her life may soon be
washed away and that, according to the
prayer of the church, the Lord may
grant her eternal rest, and the light
perpetual shine upon her. Requiescat in
pace.”’

One Honest Man.

DeAr Eprtor :—Please inform your read-
ers, that if written to confidentially I will
mail in- a sealed letter, particulars of a
genuine, honest home cure by which I was
permanently restored to health and vigor,
after years of suffering from nervous de-
bility. I wasrobbed and swindled by the
quacks until I nearly lost faith in mankind,
but thank heaven, { am now well, vigorous
and strong, and wish to make this certain
means of, cure known to all sufferers. I
have nothing to sell, and want no money
but being a firm believer in the universa
brotherhood of man, I am desirous of hel

ing the unfortunate to regain their healt

and happiness. Perfect secrecy assured.
Address with stamp :— L. A. Edwards,

Jarvis, Ont.




