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THE ONTARIO LEQISLA TXJRE.
On the 9th inat. the Ontario Legisla­

ture was opened with the usual cannon-
firing. The young ravens and the old 
seem to have scented death, for there was 
an exceptionally large number of visitors, 
and what went they out- Aor to see 1 It 
would be an insult to d3 good reed to 
reply, “ s reed shaken by the wind.’1 The 
Lieutenant-Governor in due time ap­
peared, and there was s hush of ex­
pectancy, which was doomed to dis­
appointment. It wag not unreasonable 
to expect that Mr. Mow at, who stood 
there delighted to hear his own inanities 
read by the constitutional king of this 
great Province, would have in this last 
session made an effort to do some­
thing to justify his title to the 
name ef reformer. But the ladies 
strained their ears ; senators of the 
Domiaion of Oanad* stood like school 
boys awaiting direction ; the members of 
tile Home were solemn like travellers 
who see a thunder-storm coming up from 
the horizon ; and all for what ? The 
speech will be found in another column, 
à verbose document Without form or 
substance, full ef badr taste and bad 
grammar, and deetitute of the one thing 
that would atene for much of both, 
statesmanship. Mr. Mowat is like a 
hen and must cackle. Indeed he is like 
one of these misleading and provoking 
hern who cackle whether they have laid 
an egg or not Half the speech is taken 
up with barren self-gratulation. He re­
fers to the sufferings of our farmers, but 
does not say one word abouti the fact 
that he and his colleagues opposed the 
only possible means by which prosperity 
can be restored to this country. When 
he talked about the low price of grain 
he should have added an apology to 
excuse his conduct in contriving to per­
petuate a state of things which must 
make it harder for our agriculturists to

Mr.

Mr. Meredith has keen chosen t6 
lead the Opposition in the Local House, 
and judging alike by the universal consent 
with which the members fixed on him as 
their commander as well as by his 
talents, his experience, his capacity for 

and hit in- 
endoree 

could have 
been made. Mr. Meredith is a young 
man who has had an adequate parlia­
mentary training. We may expect from 
him, therefore, energy and certainty, 
the power to take the initiative and 
the power of inspiring confidence. 
Everything is now before him. He jhas 
a splendid opportunity. But if hev will
do justice to that opportunity, he must 
shun all temptations to make his politi­
cal position second to anything else. His 
dqtiea as leader must be paramount, and 

l he so regard them, as we have no 
doubt he will, Sis selection is one for 
congratulation, both as respects himself 
and the whole Party. The feeling 
which prevailed when he was chosen 
leader is a guarantee of the loyalty of 
his following.

the Lowl
subject on which to _ 

than the indemnity to members and 
salariée of Ministers. This is not a 
chimerical reform like Imperial federa­
tion, but a great and preaaing public 

'ty that demands the earliest 
attention of our legislators.

THS

When we ask what he intends to do, 
what are we told Î He says, “ I de- 
“ sire to commend your continued at 
“ tention to the subjects of municipal 
“ assessments, of exemptions from local 
“ taxation and of sanitary laws and ar- 
“ rangements.” This, of course, means 
the old plan of shirking responsibility, 
and hiding the head in the fruitless 
sands of committees. Mr. Mowat is 
tjie political ostrich of Ministerial 
me in Ontario. Whenever there 
is a task requiring breadth and 
courage and statesmanship, he simply 
buries his head in the aforesaid sand, 
flaps his wings with delight st his own 
sublime courage, and kicks out his feet 
at the amused stars. We are evidently 
to have the same exhibition this session, 
and so long as Mr. Mowat is in power, 
in «sentit seculomm. The performance 
is amusing, grotesque, contemptible, ac­
cording to the mood in which it is 
regarded. But this old womanish way 
of making tea by squeezing the tea pot, 
and brewing for the fifth or sixth time 
the same tea leaves, is scarcely worthy of 
the Christian politician, who is more­
over, according to the Globe, the Wesr- 
BUitr of Canada. Are we to go on for­
ever twisting the same rope of sand! 
Is there never to be a variation 
in the dance ? There surely ought to 
be, seeing that, as we have more than 
once shown, the public have to pay the

f iper, and pay him through the nose.
t would be far more honest to say he 

had no intention of dealing with ex­
emptions, and net to go on in what, we 
assure him, is the impossible task of 
folding the public. Mr. Mowat is a 
lawyer, and though he belongs to the 
C lust eery division, he will yet know 
enough of criminal practice to be 
aware that it is easy to get ac­
quittals the first two days from 
a jury, bat for the remainder 
of the week the jury is a 
convicting body. Now, for the first two 
sessions he sailed along with a favouring 
breeze and nobody suspected that the 
colours floating from the masthead were 
misleading. But his true character was 
soon discovered. He was not guileless ; 
he was that thing abhorred of Mr. 
Blau, a reformer who reformed no­
thing ; above and beyond all he was 
creature steeped in timidity, whose 
backbone “ sot itself" at the wrong 
time, because whenever that backbone 
seemed to approach to bar-iron standard, 
the explanation was always found to be­
gin continue and end in the unscrupu­
lous Fraser. Are we to have meas­
ures on the topics referred to Î That is 
the qtfestlon.

We look to the next paragraph and 
find we are promised s measure dealing 
with companies desirous of making ar­
rangements which recent discoveries 
regarding artificial light may necessitate. 
This is all very well But “ Paltering 
“ and Parafine” is not » good motto 
with which to meet a dying Parliament 
and face a discontented country. An 
sot is to be passed to rectify his own 
tinkering legislation regarding election 
trials. Lincoln has been for four years 
without » member, all through the wis­
dom of the Wkstbubt of Ontario. It is 
a good thing to rectify the blunder. 
But what about the statesmanship of the 
men who made the blunder? A 
few other peltry bills, one

to voting for school trus- 
« juries, another to the 

women, and the bar- 
mplete ! It is evident

THE COST OF GOVERNMENT.
We rejoice to see that several of tbs 

most influential members of the Ontario 
Assembly are favourable to a wholesale 
reduction in the east of government 
Such a reduction is absolutely naotreaty 
if we are to preserve the Federal sys­
tem, end preserve it we must at any 
hasard. Some hon. gentlemen, particu­
larly on Mir. Mowat’s side of the Houee, 
oppose reduction, but they have not yet 
mide the grounds of their objection 
clear. It is to be hoped that before tire 
session closes, our Opposition friends 
and independent Reformers like Mr. 
Bethunr, will join in giving the coun­
try some positive and distinct assurance 
that they favour reduction and will en­
force it at the first opportunity. No 
one can euocessially oppose it The 
figures and arguments are overwhelm­
ingly in favour of it. This the Globe 
and its following know, for they do not 
attempt argument, but simply denounce 
the friends of Reduction as traitors, ad­
vocates of Legislative Union, and ene­
mies to the State and Constitution.

We in thin Dominion are governed by 
a Governor-General, seven Lieut- 
Governors of provinces, and the Lieut. - 
Governor of the North-West Territories 
—nine governors in alL We have sixty- 
five Executive Councillors, viz :
Dominion............................................... '. 13
Ontario.........................»......................... 6
Quebec...................   7
Nova Scotia..............    9
New Brunswick.............................. it.. 8
P. E. Island...........................   6
Manitoba.................................................. 4
British Columbia,.................................... 3
North-West Territories.......................... 3
Keewatin............      6

66
We have 660 representatives, the 

Executive Councillors included, viz :
House of Commons............................... 206
Senate..........................   77
Ontario Assembly.................................. 88
Quebec Assembly................     65
Quebec Legislative Council................. 24
Nova Scotia Assembly......................... 38
Neva Scotia Legislative Council.......... 19
New Brunswick Assembly.................. 39“ . ... •iVeiyowtoii _ ig

..................... 28
Council.........  7
.................... . 28
ibly............... 26

660
This is one représentative for every 
6,000 souls, or one for every 600 voters, 
reckoning every tenth person a voter. 
In the same proportion, the United 
States would have 7,260 and Great 
Britain 6,000 representatives. The 
British Empire,with its280,000,000people 
would have over 46,000 representatives. 
The cost of Civil Government, i.e. of the 
salaries, contingencies, &c., of governors, 
ministers and departmental clerks, is 
follows :
Dominion......................................... $813,000
Ontario......................................... 159,000
Quebec ......................................... 166,000
Nova Scotia.................................. 34,000
New Brunswick... ’...................... 21,000
Other Provinces....................       32,000

DEMAND FOR LOCAL 
ECONOMY.

The members of the Provincial Leg­
islature have at length been compelled 
to face a proposal to reduce the amount 

ional indemnity received by them 
and at the same time to cut down the 
salaries of Ministers. The question is 
one which will increase in importance as 
the time approaches for holding the elec­
tions, and any attempts to postpone its 
ventilation by raising points of practice 
and side issues can only be attended 
with signal failure. A disposition has 
already bean manifested in some quar­
ters, notably by the Minister of Public 
Works, to thwart a discussion of the 
mérita of any proposal in the direction 

retrenchment, by putting forward 
such pleas as that the oooaaion is inop­
portune. But the time haa arrived 

the facte should be 
known, and the argumenta in favour of

$1,224.000
The cost of Legislation, ».«. indemnities 
to members, salaries of the Speakers, 
clerks, &e., is as follows ;
Dominion..'.................  $596,000
Ontario................................  122,000
Quebec ..............  168,000

Scotia................................. 39,000
................... 41,000
..........?.... 60,000

riova Scotia... 
New«mnswi<* 
OtherProvince*

$1,01'
Thé rest of the Administration of Jus­
tice, i.e. of maintaining the machinery of 
law is as follows :
Dominion..........V...V....,.............$ 565,000
Ontario..................  280,000
Quebec.......................................... 406,000
Nov, Scotia.................................... 18,000
New Brunswick........................... 17,000
Other Provinces........................... 36,000

$1,320,000
The coat of Education, which 

wholly by the Provinces, is
lews :
Ontario......................................... $

[ova Scotia.........
New Brunswick.. 
Other Provinces..

is paid 
as fol-

650,000
361,000
220,000
119,000
82,000

Lastly, 
Pert Omo

$1,332,000
the cost of Customs, Excise 

ice, Government railways, Ac. 
the salaries of Government em 

plovés in those branches of the service 
which belong to the Federal Govern 
ment, is as follows :
Pensions end Superannuations. .$ 217,000
Custom»...............   722,000
Excise.........................................   211,000
Weights And Measures................ 111,000
Port Office....................................  1,706,000
Gov’t Railways, Canals, ko...:. 2,352,000 
Fisheries and lighthouse Service 667,000

$6,885,060
These figures throughout are those 

for 1877, the latest obtainable. To sum 
up, the total cost of government, Domin­
ion and Provincial—exclusive of the 
amounts spent on Immigration, Police, 
Penitentiaries, Debt Management anti 
Interest, Hospitals and Charities, In­
dians, Public Works Maintenance, 
Ac.—is upward of $10,760,000 a 
year, or over $&60 per head of the 
population. In addition to this load, 
moreover, we have to carry our munici­
pal governments, of the cost of which 

_ it is impossible to form an estimate, 
re. .In Ontario alone, there are 39 counties 

with county governments, and 490 
township municipalities, and 172 incor­
porated dtiee, towns, and villages, each 
with its little government, its office­
holders, and paraphernalia. "

_____________ It needs ne argument to prove that
.. Unstable,oow- all tine is a tremendous tax upon the 
enslaved by out- energies of the people, nor fait ee 
, the day of its sary to go info arguments te show that 

a reduction is desirable. That ie sell

in M. Jolt’s _____
house two 
had been

condemned at the polls. The 
house at that port had been 
in a marvellous manner. Look at 
figures :

Revenue 
Collected.

1872- 3...................... $6,017,200
1873- 4.....................  6,639,000
1874- 6 ...................... 6,866,700
1876-6......................  4,296,300
1876-7 ...................... 3,869,700
In their dying hours, as

Cod of

87,700
96.800
99.800 

117,300 
118,000

have said,
Mr. Mackenzie and his colleagues sent 
M. Marchand into this vast asylum for 
party hacks, although the collector of the 
port protested, in an official letter to the 
Department, that the staff was more than 
complete, and that he had nothing for 
M. Marchand to do ^ The present Ad­
ministration would have been justified 
according to Reform ethics in dismissing 
him, simply because he was the appointee 
erf men from whoee hands the power to 
appoint had in reality passed. They 
have dismissed him, however, because 
there is nothing for him to do ; and it 
is mort refreshing to hear austere Re­
formers abusing a Tory Government for 
abolishing a sinecure 1 

The case at Clrfton is very similar.at Uirfton is
uown, end the arguments in favour of The facts are as follows : The" office of 
reduced indemnity fairly and broadly

stated.
The increase of the indemnity of our 

Provincial legislators from $000 to $800 
a short time after the in­

demnity of members of the House of 
Commons had been augmented to $1,- 
000. The proposal emanated from Mr. 
Mowat’s government, and the ground 
on which the increase was asked was 
that $800 represented the labours of an 
Ontario legislator if $1,000 was an equit­
able sum to be received by a member of 
the Dominion Parliament. To-day the 
supporters of the present allowance rest 
their cause on the same weak conten­
tion. The duration of the Ottawa 
House may now be placed at twelve 
weeks as compered with a six weeks’ ses­
sion <rf the Local Assembly. If, there­
fore, this argument is sound, the Domin­
ion representatives should at least re­
ceive. $1,600 per session. But the 
Dominion representative has much more 
responsible duties, heavier work, and, 
moreover, much huger expenses. While 
he is compelled to pay exorbitant price, 
for everything, including accommoda­
tion and board, suchindi

Saratoga during the season, the 
tario Assemblyman obtains reduced 
rates all round. Our city hotels hold 
out special inducements in the way of 
cheap accommodation, some of the ex­
tremely respectable houses charring the 
Provincial member only one dollar per 
day. He is thus able to keep the ses­
sional expenses within $100, which 
would leave $700 as a souvenir of his 
legislative labours. How many mem­
bers st another season earn $800 within 
six weeks, and yet have ample time for 
recreation and amusement Î Probably 
there are few such members, and at all 
events the vast majority find the session 
the most profitable period of the year. 
Even if the people of thin Province pro­
fessed to fairly remunerate their repre­
sentatives for their tin* and labour, the 
amount would be excessive ; but the 
sum is given as an indemnity against ac­
tual loss, not as a salary for werk per­
formed. When this fact is borne in 
mind, the position of the defenders rf 
the present payment appears perfectly 
intenable.

Retrenchment and economy are neces­
sary to the progress and prosperity of 
the Province, and to this end the annual 
expenditure mast be brought within 
the annual revenue. The cost of legis­
lation in Ontario is $122,000, and of 
civil government $169,000 per annum. 
If the indemnities of the eighty-eight 
members of the Assembly were reduced 
from $806 to $460, a saving of $30,800 
would be effected without any loss of 

the legislative machinery. 
We submit that retrenchment should 
commence here. With equal propriety 
the salariée of Ministers might be ma­
terially reduced from their present high 
figures. Their labours cannot be ex­
cessive when the heads of the different 
departments, even those involving most 
attention and work, are able to practise 
their * professions and unite with the 
Reform leaders of the Dominion Par­
liament in electoral perambulations of 
the Province. Nothing gives Mr. 
Mowat and his colleagues more amuse­
ment than any suggestion that they 
should attend at their departmental 
offices in this city and devote their at­
tention to Provincial business, instead 
of becoming peripatetic stump-orators 
for their political allies in another Par­
liamentary body. In many of the State 

‘"the adjacent Republic, 
members’ allowances are being cut down, 
in compliance with public opinion, even 
where the per diem sum is much 
than that received by Ontario members. 
It is incumbent upon our Local legisla­
tors to forthwith enter upon a policy of 
retrenchment and economy by material­
ly diminishing the indemnities of mem­
bers and salaries of Ministers, and not 
further seek to set aside public opinion 
by resorting to quibbles as to when and 
how it should be effected.

surveyor was formerly filled by A 
M. Liddle ; but for two years before his 
death, which occurred in July last, 
that gentleman was unable to do the 
work, which then fell upon the chief 
clerk. This officer discharged the sur­
veyor’s duties to the entire satisfaction 
erf the Department On Mr. Liddle’s 
death, the collector reported that no in­
crease in the staff was necessary, ss the 
chief clerk <x>old fill the doable posi­
tion ; and this report wee approved by 
the Commissioner of Customs, and also, 
we have reason to know, by, thé then 

of Customs. The Premier, 
insisted after his de- 
the polls on appoint- 

Hamilton namesake to the 
'orship at a salary ,jrf $l,200, 

Mr. Liddle, the former’’iNir^ 
veyor, wee paid only $1,000. On these 
facts becoming known to Mr. Bo well, 
he st once cancelled the appointment, 
though influential political friends urged 

icke./zie enjoy his 
siqeoure in peace. The office was abol­
ished simply because it was a sinecure, 
and if this be a Yankee custom we trust 
the present Government will Canadianize 
it without delay. Mr. Bo well, we may 
add for the information of the Globe, 
has also dispensed with the services 

three or four officers who 
were filling "sinecures at Ottawa. 
The story of the Globe that the 
chief clerk, who will act as sur­
veyor at Clifton in- future, owes his

Minister 
however, 
feat at 
ing his 
survi 
th*

DISMISSALS FROM OFFICE.
In 1873, when Sir John Macdonald, 

while still enjoying the confidence of 
Parliament and the prerogative of pat­
ronage in the fullest degree, made 
number of appointments, the Glob% 
urged his successors to cancel them, and 
cancelled they were. Our contempo­
rary said of the appointments : “ There 
“ was no necessity for hurry in ap- 
“ pointing these men, save what ai 
“ in the mind of a Ministry which, feel- 
“ing the sand giving way beneath its 
“ feet, desired to reward its supporters. 
“ It is evident that they were merely 
“ providing for partisans, and it is very 

questionable whether patents issued 
“ at such a time and by such men, 
“ should be allowed to stand. It is 
“ clearly against public interest and 
“ public policy that a Ministry waiting 
“ for sentence shonld be allowed 
“ make important appointments,
“ volving alike the public interset and 
“ public morality." Yet now, when 
Sir John Macdonald cancels appe" 
ment» made by the Mackenzie Govern­
ment, not while waiting for sentence, bnt 
after sentence had been emphatically 
passed upon it, our contempoi 
cries out “ This is the Yankee systoi 
and pretends to tremble for the constitu­
tion ! So true it is that much depends 
on whose ox happens to be gored. ,

The present Administration has dealt 
tenderly with the appointments Mr. 
Mackenzie made in his last hours, more 
tenderly far than he dealt with Sir JqhN 
MacDonald's appointments five years

ao ; and we are glad.of it They can 
ord to be generous. The dismissal of

rork. "He is, therefore, 
favour of a clerkship or 

» government appointment. Nothing 
in the actual duties of clerkship is his 
inducement to incline to that position. 
It is simply the assumed gentility of the 
calling which proves the at­
traction. To this and other equal­
ly paltry conceptions of life 
not a few lads, if allowed to act on their 
own inexperienced ideas, will sacrifice 
exceptional abilities which, if discovered 
in time and placed in congenial circum­
stances, might result in a striking in­
dividuality of character and career. 
We do not, for a moment, deprecate the 
idea of a boy becoming a clerk. The 
career ie as honourable and useful as 
any other. We refer to the calling 
merely because it presents a familiar 
illustration of the manner occupations 
are often engaged in for reasons which, 
if considered at all, should at the utmost, 
hold only a very subordinate place in the 
calculation. The lad who has devoured 

.seafaring novels, until he is smitten with 
» vehement desire to be a sailor, ie too 
familiar an entity to need referring to 
in illustration of the care requisite be­
fore a boy’s fancy can be accepted as a 
fairly sufficient indication of special 
fitness for a particular career. 
Then there is the boy who 
would like to be a farmer. Nothing 
else appears to have any attraction 
for him, naturally therefore, this mono­
mania runs no small chance of being 
taken as a safe criterion—a natural bent 
it would be unwise to thwart. Possibly 
it.may be so, as possibly it may be 
nothing of the Had. Probe the youth’s 
notions a little, and probably you get to 
the fact that a farmer in his conception 
is a, men who walks about the fields with 

over his shoulder, a couple of dogs 
" him, and who has very little to 

do, except to let his crops grow, and lead 
a jovial life when he takes them to

SSff*w,kwMAi.««ib
importance, the revival guaranteed by meabout 6,000. In 1873 there were 2,531 

dearths ; in 1874, 3,560 ; in 1876, 3,236 ; 
and in 1876, 3,612, thus showing s yearly 
average of about 3,000 deaths. The sub­
set is at present very generally discussed 

the English journals.

Does Mr. Mackenzie propose to move 
next session for the appointment of a com­
mittee to aeoertsin whether his steel rail 
purchase was financially bénéficiai to the 
country ? The prices of rails ere eo low in 
Europe that it is becoming • difficult cal­
culation to ascertain how many thousands 
of dollars would have been saved to the 
country if he had not “ taken the advice 
of his engineer." German makers accept 
£5 per ton net on foreign orders. A pro­
minent English firm, which have one of 
the best plants and make an excellent steel 
rail from Bilboa and Cumberland ores 
mixed, are accepting orders at £5 Is 6d. 
Even at these prices there is brisk com­
petition for Italian and Portuguese orders.

The Prince of Wales’ courage wss put 
to a severe tort reoently, and he stood the 
ordeal well His Royal Highness and Dr. 
Lyon Playfair were standing near a caldron 
containing lead, which was boiling at a 
White heat. “ Has your Royal Highness 

ty frith in science ?” said the Doctor. 
Certainly," replied the Prince. “ Will 

you, then, place your hand in the boiling 
metal and ladle ont a portion of it?" 
'* Do you tell me to do this ?" asked the 
Prince. “ I do,” replied the Doctor. The 
Prince then ladled out some of the boiling 
lead with his hand, without sustaining any 
injury. It is a well-known scientific fact, 
remarks the London World, from which 
the story comes, that the human hand may 
be placed uninjured in lead, boiling at 
white heat, being protected from any harm 
by the moisture of the skin. Should the 
lead be at a perceptibly lower temperature, 
the effect need not be described, nor tried.

meetings," is utterly baseless. Mr. 
Brown, the gentleman in question, 

perhaps lees of a politician 
than any other public officer in the Do­
minion. He has not attended • politi­
cal meeting, Reform or Conservative, 
for years, nor taken any part whatever 
in «Section contests. He will discharge 
surveyor’s duties together with his own, 
and Mr. Mackenzie’s salary will be 
saved to the treasury.

All this may not be Reform of the 
Qti$, brand, but it is economy, and 
economy is whs* the people want, and 
what tiie people wfll support.

Whatever predilections a lad may show, 
the attempt should always be made to 

the exact grounds on which 
seed. His predilection mav 

be found to rest chiefly on a boyish, in­
experienced ptrtisHty for seme very 
minor detail connected with the selected 
occupation. Farming doee not mean 
shooting, ease, leisure and general 
jollity; the grocer’s apprentice will 
soon be indifferent to pluma Be­
hind all these, and other callings, 
crowd the black cares of incessant 
work, monotonous duties, harassing 
competition, close and wearing calcula­
tions, uncertain emoluments — cares 
which never enter into a boy’s com 
tions, and rarely, if ever, tinge* 
roseate views of Ms unknowing fancy. 
Whether these contingencies, calcula­
tions, and anxieties shall fret the heart, 
and embitter the life — whether the 
routine of drudgery incidental to all 
ordinary evocations shall break down 
the character and wear out the 
or whether, all put together, shall but 

anerate force and vigour and bring eut 
.tent passions and pluck, depends very 

much on the degree in which employ 
ment and natural bent are fairly in 
harmony. Archdeacon Fisher lays it 
down, ae the lesson of long experience 
that “ no man, not educated to a calling 
“ from early youth, can fully and justly 
“ enter into it" Nor can he do so with 
early education, unless hie choice of a 
career happens to be fortunate, or it is 
chosen for Mm with a care and dienrim.

WITHWHAT SHALL BE DONE 
THE BOYS f

This ie a question often somewhat 
anxiously brought up by paterfamilias 
and materfamilias at the beginning of a 
new yew, when, by common consent, as 
well as in Ms own opinion, Master Tom 
orr Master Jack has had enough school 
instruction, and arrived at the point of 
age and education which renders it ex­
pedient that he should be put to the 
initiative stage of earning Ms own liveli­
hood. It must be confessed that the 
way in wMch lads are put to trades and 
professions is often based on a fashion 
wMch scarcely commends itself to the 
proprieties of the situation. A great 
many people cut the Gordian knot in 
summary style by popping Masters Tcm 
and Dick into any hole, round or 
square, wMch turns up vacant, and 
which circumstances enable them to fill 
with the juvenile hopefuls for whom an 
opening is requisite. It cannot be «aid 
that this hap-hasard fashion of pitch- 

king boys into occupations without 
jard to aptitude or inclination 

desirable. That it turns out well, or in­
differently well, so often as it does, is 
an unlooked-for denouement in the 
chapter of accidents. In effect, how­
ever, it frequently turns out badly. 
On this continent, as indeed every­
where else, there are many com­
plaints of the inoompetency mid un­
skilfulness of a vast proportion of 
employés, ss well as of persons engi _ 
in business. Not a few become burdens 
to themselves, their fellow-craftsmen 
and their employer». It baa been sug­
gested ae a remedy, that there should be 
a period of mobationsMp. If in time, 
a lad doee ndl show fitness or liking for 
the calling to wMch he has been put, he 
should be taken from itsnd devote him­
self to something else. Unfortunately, 
however, this implies a greater diversity 
of choice, and a less crowded state of 
the occupation market than can now be 
found in moet communities. The sub­
ject is one of immense difficulty, and 
seems to demand more attention then it 
haa yet received. In fact there is no 
more perplexing situation than that of a 
parent who has the duty resigned to Mm 
of selecting an eccupatiolSfor a lad who 
has no predilection for any particular 
calling, and is vaguely uncertain whether 
there is any career for which he has a 
fancy. In a former article on this sub­
ject it was pointed out that the difficulty 
of the task is not at all times materially 
lessened when s boy has a fancy for 
some special line. Indeed, as we then 
observed, it is very possible a predilec 
tion for a certain career may enhance 
the difficult. Such a predilection, un­
less closely examined, is apt to 
point ' in tiie wrong direction. 
Of course the great object to be attained 
is not to find an occupation which may 
gratify some passing whim, but such as 
will afford permanent satisfaction by of­
fering scope for whatever special endow­
ments a lad may possess, and wMch will 
fit in most readily with his natural bent 
The difficulty consists in discovering 
first what these special endowments are, 
and then in selecting a calling best 
adapted for bringing them into play.

Reflection shows us that neither of 
theee problems can he solved by accept­
ing the -fancy a boy may conceive for 
«my particular career, and wMch, if 
carefully examined, will often pfove to 
be based on groilnds ludicrously inade-

A remarkable ecclesiastical inquiry is in 
progress in Knglsnd. The parishioners ef 
Rev. Mr. Whitehead, » Lancashire clergy­
man, complain that he takes an athletic or 
sportive view erf his duties. Clergymen 
have different idees about the manner of 
reading prayers. Some care for theatrical 
effect, hut Mr. Whitehead eared for pace. 
In a haadicap of this moat deplorable sort, 
Mr. Whitehead would have been «tattooed 

at scratch," according to the complain­
ant». No reader could, nave met him on 
equal term». At one time he only held two 
service» a week, on Sunday morning and 
in the afternoon. *' At morning service 
the ip ray ere, litany, sermon, and collection 
were none through in from thirty to thirty- 
five minutes.” Mr. Whitehead himself 
deniea that anything of this sort hap­
pened. In the services, ho says, he 
allowed time for responses, but soi 

ibers of the congregation drawled 
out the reaponaee as long ae they oould, as 
these was an unkind feeling towards him. 
There are people, even in Toronto, who 
like short sermons, and among them Mr. 
Whitehead would be a popular preacher.

so apt to baffle and mislead'. A
period of probation" is, doubtless, not an 
uncommon thing, and certainly it is 
always desirable. But if disappointment 
and failure are to be avoided, the selec­
tion of m occupation for beys should 
be made the subject of careful observa­
tion and thought on the part of those 
who are to direct them, and a period of 
probation should follow, not as a means 
of discovering their capabilities, but as 
a means of testing conclusions already 
arrived at.

EDITORIAL NOTES.

Among the measure! promised the Pro­
vincial Legislature ia a bill respecting Pub­
lic School», by Mr. Crooks. Mr. Miller 
haa given notice that he will move a reso­
lution to restrict the powers of School 
Trustee» so as to allow the taxpayers some 
voice in determining the amount to be an­
nually raised for school purposes.

A Brantford correspondent writes 
A person, lately appointed to a posi­

tion in the Loos! House by Mr. A. S. 
Hardy, has the following testimonials from 
the Police Court in this city : May 15th, 
1877, larceny—committed for trial, August 
9th, selling liquor without license—fined 
$20. August 14th, do.—fined $20. January 
29th, 1378, do.—fined $30. May 27th, 

lault — charge withdrawn. November 
26th, selling liquor without lieenee—-fined 
$40.” Ann now he graduâtes and becomes 
a member of the Ontario Civil Service under 
the Christian politician !

Already many New Brunswick journals 
have dropped from the fence on which they 
were perched during the elections, into the 
meadows controlled by the Government. 
The number of converts from Free Trade 
to Protectionist principles is quite astonish­
ing. One of the latest is the Fredericton 
Agriculturalist, hitherto a Free Trade organ 
of a pronounced type. In its last issue it 
says :—“ These sugar adulterations are an 
an argument for the imposition of protec 
tive duties on sugar coming from tiie 
United States, for direct trade between 
Canada and the West Indies, and for the 
establishment of refineries, under strict 
government supervision.’’

The bungling of the executions in the 
two latest executions has led to a discus­
sion of other method» of capital punish­
ment then that of hanging. The hanging 
of Farrell, in 'Quebec, was conducted ie al 
most ae bungling a manner as was that of 
Hunter in Camden. The condemned man 
stood on the drop of the scaffold for some 
minutes, listening to the efforts of the 
sheriff to looeen the bolt that held the 
drop. When it fell, he instinctively clutch 

4 ed the rope with Ma pinioned hands «id 
rent the sir with piercing cries until tiie 
executioner managed to shake off hie 
grasp from the rope and he slowly strangled 
to death. The guillotine or the garrote are 
suggested as easy method» ; but eoffooa- 
tion by carbonic oxide gas ie considered by 
many tiie mort merciful and dearable.

American journals report lhe prevalence 
of eearlet and other fevers ip a11 parte 
tiie Union. In New York State the “black 
tongue," which was st first thought to be 
a new disease, is alarmingly prevalent, 
proves, however, te be a malignant farm of 
diphtheria, in the lower part of Ontario 
and the Maritime Provinces, diphtheria ia 
reported to be at present raging in the 
sparse settlements with even more intensity 
than in crowded cities. In tiie Ottawa dis­
trict, sirty-flve deaths have recently been 
counted, many families being reduced 
by iron two to six members. In some 
parte of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, 
it is not less virulent nor fatal in its char-

i in Europe at present, 
paet, nave received

it did

very prevalent, and in

What

The following letter from Bismarck haa 
inat been published “If, from a finan-

The Canadian militia are accorded a large 
eaaure of praiae by correspondents of 

English journals who have recently re­
turned home. Speaking of their appearance 
in Montreal, the correspondent of the Lon­
don Daily Telegraph says that gathered on 
parade were more than one battalion that 
would have done credit to any army in the 

4d ; that Stevenson’s four-gun battery ia 
cmt the equal of some of thé famous 

batterie» at Woolwich ; and that the Scotch 
companies of the 6th Fusilier regiment 
shewed as handsome a eet of fellows as 
ever marched part the saluting point. He 
adds :—" I remember that with six weeks’ 
drill only rough Turks from Anatolia had 
defended the fines of Plevna, and aa I looked 
at the militia of Montreal I could but feel 
that General Sir Selby Smyth had as ef­
fective a force under his control as could 
ever be expected in a country where 
the only training in the year is e twelve 
days’ drill, with one evening in a week for 
exercise. The material was excellent, the 
uniforms good, even the new helmets being 

m by the infantry ; while the precision 
with which the men executed evéry move­
ment spoke volumes for the care that had 
been taken with them, and their aptitude 
for instruction.”

of the rule of i
commends itaelf, this mtem, thereto!», in 
my judgment, caisnot be assailed in ite 
economical relations. I leave undetermined 
the question whether a state of complete 
mutual freedom of international dealing, 
such ae the Free Trade theory keeps m 
view, would answer the interest of Ger­
many. But ao long aa the majority of 
countries with which our transection» are 
concerned surround themselves with Cus­
toms shackles, and show a tendency to in­
crease the same, it seems to me justifiable 
and required by the economic interests of 
the nation not to allow ourselves to be re­
strained in the satisfaction of our financial 
necessities by the apprehension that there­
by German products may obtain a slighter 
preference over foreign goods. The exist­
ing Union Customs tariff contains, along 
with the strietly fiscal duties, a string of 
moderate Customs duties for certain 
branches of industry. A removal or re­
duction of these dues will not be deemed 
advisable, especially in the flfcaent state ef 
trade ; nay, more, as regards many arti­
cles, for the sake of certain particularly 
suffering branches of native industry, a re­
storation of higher, or an increase of exist­
ing, tariffs may be necessary. Protecting 
duties for separate branches of industry 
act as a privilege, and meet from represen­
tatives of unprotected branches of com­
merce with the opposition to which 
every privilege is exposed, in any 
cage when these exceed the due 
measure through considerations of finance 
and revenue. But the same distaste will 
not be encountered by a tariff system 
which within the bounds drawn
by financial requirements, an advantage 
for the entire native production over for­
eign importations in the home market. 
Such a system will on no side appear op- 
nreseive, seeing that its operation will be 

ed more equally over all producing 
circles of the nation than IS the case with a 
system of protective dues for - single 
branches of industry. The minority of the 
population, which in general ie not a pro­
ducing but exclusively a consuming factor, 
will be oetensibly prejudiced by a tariff 
system favouring the united national pro­
duction. If, in consequence of suen a 
system, the total amount of wealth created 
at home be increased, and thereby tiie 
well-being of the people in general be rais­
ed, this will finally benefit the nen-pro- 
dneing portion of toe population, and more 
particularly tbssr who depend on s fixed 
income from the State and local bodies ; 
for the "'«*«■ of allaying hardships will be 
then supplied by the entirety of the peo­
ple, in the event of a rise in price of the 
means of living really following the exten­
sion of Customs obligations on the totality 
of importation. An augmentation as con­
templated will not, however, probably be 
the result of moderate tariffs to the extent 
apprehended by consumers, as contrariwise 
was experienced after the abolition of the 
meal and slaughter dnee in the prices of 
bread and meat, when theee were not sen­
sibly affected thereby in the districts 
where these taxe» were in operation. Par­
ticular finance or fiscal dues, imposed on 
articles not forthcoming st home, whoee 
importation is indispensable, will in part 
fall upon the native person alone. In the 
case of articles, however, wMch the home 
market is in » position to produce in 
sufficient quantity and quality, the for­
eign producer will alone have to meet 
tins tax if he would* compete in the Ger­
man market. In such cases, finally, in 
which a portion of the home consumption 
hss to be covered by foreign importation, 
the foreign competitor will be obliged for 
the mort part to take over a portion if net 
the whole of this tax, and reduce hie for­
mer profit correspondingly. That frontier 
or import dues affect the foreign producer 
of such articles as are manufactured at 
ho** to respect to the financial result, 
arise» from the necessity which the 
foreign» everywhere manifests against in­
troduction and augmentation of such im­
port dues in any region. If in practical 
life it were really the home consumer who 
bears the brunt of the increased duty, the 
rise would be viewed with more indiffer­
ence by the foreign producer. So far as the 
tax affects in general the home consumer, 
it falls far behind the other conditions, as a 
rule, that regulate the prices of goods. As com­
pared with the variations which particular 
wares are subject to on the market through 
influencée of supply and demand, in a short 
interval of time and place, a tax of from 5 
to 10 per cent, ad valorem can have a rela­
tively email effect on the selling price. 
Other considerations, such as the inequali­
ties of freight in the differential tariffs of 
railways, operate in this respect 

a much more marked man-
Politics and commerce do not run well 

ither in harness. The ex-Minister of 
itia, like an eld cavalry charger, the 

other day imagined he smelt powder, and 
forthwith dashed into the Halifax Chamber 

Commerce and harangued the members 
after the pull-dewm-that-flag style. His 
object waa to defeat a project to establish 

"" iery at Dartmouth, wMch 
employment to many half- 

starved workingmen. But the rqfinerv 
forward despite the opposition ofwill ;Mr. Jones. The ex-liinistar’s attitude on 

the winter port question waa equally 
absurd. While in one breath, he declared 
that the Minister of Public Works could 
make Halifax the winter port of the Do­
minion, if he pleased ; m the next, he 
affirmed with equal poeitiveness that no 
Government could make Halifax the winter 
port, because the difficulties were insur­
mountable. The members of the late 
Government, however, tossed the sugar 
and winter port questions as shuttlecocks 
between their battledoors so long that the 

ople closed the sport by summar- 
r ejecting the clumsy performers.

Mr. Mowat has a grand field open to him 
in connection with legislation affecting the 
election of school trustees, and as there is 
little business to occupy the Legislature 
this session, perhaps it would be well were 
careful consideration given to the subject. 
Already the Government has promised to 
enlarge the electoral body at these elec­
tions. Perhaps such were a wise action, 
because in many country districts a candi­
date has to persuade two or three friends to 
attend the polls to elect him. The truth is 
that neither in city nor country is proper 
attentu* given to s judicious selection of 
school trustees. But this tinkering of the 
law in one spot will not remedy to exist­
ing defects. The elections in Stmthroy 
and vicinity have been conducted in such a 
fashion as to indicate that several reforme 
are needed. In one of the rural sections 
adjacent to Strathroy, a school trustee was 
required. Two gentlemen were nominated, 
each by the other ; a show of hands was 
taken, but as many persons refrained from 
voting, it was determined to have a poll. 
The crowd thereupon derided that the 
election should be by ballot, and slips i 
prepared impromptu, the election held, and 
one of the candidates forthwith declared 
elected. Although the law provides that 
the voting shall be open and not secret, 
there ie no talk of protest Everybody is 
happy. At another election on the town­
line of Adelaide and East Williams, a dis­
turbance occurred, caused by a plot on the 
part of ratepayers of a certain section to 
elect the whole representatives. Charges 
of intimidation were freely made, and it is 
proposed to ventilate the case in the courte.

' At another election, a nomination was re­
ceived at nine o’clock instead of ten o’clock, 
as provided by law, and this person was 
declared elected. At ten o’clock another 
nomination was handed to the Retnruing 
Officer, to whom the error he bed commit­
ted was explained, and this party was de­
clared elected. The conundrum for solution 
is who is elected ? Evidently the whole 
law require* revision.

ner, through the import premium, to the 
foreigner at tiie expense of German pro­
duction, created by every Imperial tariff 
charge. I am, therefore, of opinion 
that a revision of railway tariffs 
must go hand in hand with a 
revision of these frontier or im­
port dues. The single States and private 
railway companies cannot be allowed even­
tually to compete with the economic law 
system of the Empire at their pleasure ; to 
neutndize the commercial policy of tiie 
Federal Governments and of the Reich­
stag ; and to expose the industrial life of 
the nation to deviations which necessarily 
step in in the suite of higher and changing 
import premiums on particular articles. * A 
return to the prinriple of universal duty 

[étions corresponds with the present 
lition of our com mercial - political situa­

tion. Since the attempt to unite a new 
tariff agreement with Austeia-Hungary, 
respective of the prolongation of the pre­
vious treaty, has failed, we fall back upon 
the right of independent construction of 
our tariff system (with the exception of ex­
isting arrangements in the tariffs with Bel­
gium and Switzerland. ) In the approach­
ing revision of the Customs tariff, our own 
interest alone mart be the rule for guidance. 
This interest will perhaps afterwards lead 
to new negotiations regarding tariff treat­
ies with other countries. Should, how­
ever, such negotiations be begun with the 
prospect of a successful result tor Germany, 
it is needful then beforehand to create a 
tariff system in an autonomous way, which 
may bring the totality of home production 
in toe mort favourable position toward» 
foreign edmpetition.”

Epps’ Cocoa.—Grateful and Comport­
ing.—“ By a thorough knowledge of the 
natural laws wMch govern the operations 
of digestion and nutrition, and by a careful 
application of the fine properties of well- 
selected oocoe, Mr. Eppe halt provided our 
breakfast table» with a delicately flavoured 
beverage which may save us many heavy 
doctor» bills. It ia by the judieious use of 
such articles of diet that a constitution 
may be gradually built up until strong 
enough to resist every tendency to disease. 
Hundreds of subtie maladies sue floating 
around ns ready to attack wherever there 
ia a weak point. We may eecape many a 
fatal shaft by keeping ounielvra -well forti­
fied with pure blood and a properly nour­
ished frame.”—Civil Service Omette. Sold 
only in packet» labelled *“ Jambs Epps * 
Co., Homoeopathic] Chemists, London', 
Eng." ^ $43-33

To be thoroughly happy, yon must be 
welL To be well, m thousand of esses, 
yon should take the great medicine, which 
relieves, regulates, and renovates disorder­
ly systems—Victoria Bhchu and Uva 
Ursi. For Bright's disease of the kid­
neys, diabetes, and all diseases of toe urin­
ary system, it» timely nee ie very bénéfi­
ciât For sale by all dealers at $1 per 
bottle. _

It is now believed to be impossible that 
the Belliville absconder Ailhton, who is 
held in Rochester on a charge of forgery, 
can be extradited. It waa supposed that 
he had forged the necessary aignatuieto 
toe cheque on wMch the money which he 
stole was drawn, but the cheque proves to 
have been made payable to bearer,
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MeNDwr, Jan. 13.
THE AODRE9S.

Mr.tLA.UDER resumed -toe debate 
the third paragraph of the address. Hel 
pointed ont that if the -congratulatoryI
paragraphs were token free the speech,! 
there would be very little left. The e*-f 
emptioc question wee -certainly spoken of ■ ] 
but it waa evident that it was tol 
be given toe go-by egem. The settlement)

. ot the boundary and atirftration qeee-) 
tien» -waa a matter for congral " 1 

f tien « to the tVoviace. It reflet
great credit on the «Government of the «n-r-i-1 

John -Sandfield Macdonald, and it viadi-1 
ce ted the course which that Government I 
took, and proved that the opposition which I 
the Reform party offered to that c------1

■ was not well founded: -During the ...... — -
the little Govern ment of ‘Ontario had, hel 
pointed out, been assisting the late feig I 
Government at Ottawa, anil the Attorney- r 
General must certainly have been sorry tel 
find tbua the result-of his efforts had been] 
to leave his party friends ie a minority to 
his own Province. (The Attorney-General, 
in his opinion, owed it torthe Legislature- 
to infosm it why bemad his -colleagues left 
their office* and nog! acted - their duties to 
order to further thedntereste of toe late 
Dominion Government. Referring to the 
last clauce of the address, he pointed i '
that it. meant “keep yeur hold on y.__
constituencies,” which advice, put into the 
month of the Lieutenant-Governor, wi 
very kind indeed. He impressed upon i " 
Government the necessity of .keeping do- 
toe expenditure, as toe sources of revet 
were feet falling away. A further 
increase in the expenses would certainly

.- result in direct taxation, and it would be 

.» aorry day for toe people efrthis Province 
when the taxgatherer went from house to 

.house collecting the revenue. In view of 
toil fact he would move that the third 

■clause be struck out, and that the follow- 
ssig words be inserted —, :—

That while we rejoice with yoer Honour in the
■ development ic sny enterprise tending to the ad­
vancement of the agricultural interasu of the coun- 
•'T, *e are otepinion that itie of eaeextial import, 

-anae that the aannal expenditure should be kept 
within the anneal revenue of she Province.

Mr. PARK HILT., wba, on rising, was 
received with, great applause, attacked the 
-Government for not prepoeing-te reduce 
toe-salaries of Ministers and the indemnity 
tomembere, aud hoped that aomencheme 
for these purposes would be introduced 
before Ahe clow of the session. Re pro­
ceeded to critictoe the general policy of the 
Government, aud said it was a bad day 
for .the Province when they took the pfroes 
ef (Sandfield Macdonald’s Administration.
In touching upon the school trustee-elec­
tions in rural districts, he said great, diffi­
culty was experienced in dramming np 
voters, and he hoped tiie fran­
chise would be extended te f ar­
mera’ sens aud income voters. 
He rawed to amendment to the amend­
ment that «11 the words in the proposed 
amendment be struck out and the follow­
ing anhstitoted for the third paragraph :_

That while we rejoice with your Honour oh the 
develoneeat of ail means tending to the advance­
ment of the Mteeltuml interests, ire ire of opinion 
that the administration of the affairs of this Pro 
Vince sbeeld be conducted with the utmost economy 
consistent with efficiency, and in view of the general 
depression existing in the Prononce, the expenses of 
legislation and civil government should be reduced, 
particularly aa regerda the miaries of Ministers 
and the indemnity te members et this House.

Mr. FRASER proceeded to discuss the
amendments proposed, and remark­
ed that while some kon. gentle­
men on the Oppetition benehes favoured 
the reduction ia tiie indemnity as 
prepored by the bon. member from South 
siaeeoe, they were toe very men who 
favoured the increase. (Cries of “ No, 
no.”) This was unfair, and toe endeavour 
to para such a proposition in the form of a 
vote of want of confidence in the G-overn- 

" meni, was unfair and unmauiy. The 
lntion of the boo. member for South Sim- 
coe had been prepared by some one else 
and handed round to Mm to move.

Mr. PARK HILL—I move it for the 
purpose of carrying out a pledge I made to 
my constituency.

sût FRA HER defended the placing 
of the indemnity at $800, on the ground 
that members of the Legislature were as 
well entitled to $800 per session as toe 
members of toe Dominioa Parliament were 
to 51,000. And he hoped that members on 
both sides of toe House would stand by 
one another and uphold the indemnity at 
the figure decided upon last session by the 
Legislature. ,

The House adjourned at 7.45 p.m.
»

Tuesday, ,Tan. 14. 
THE ADDRESS.

Mr. FRASER resumed the debate on the 
address. He denied that it was oue ot 
the planks of the Reform party that Provin­
cial Ministers should not interfere in Domin­
ion political matters. (Mr.-Crooks—Hear, 
hear.) He also denied that the ministerial 
salaries were increased on the understand­
ing that Ministers shonld give their whole 
and undivided time to their Departments.
AU that was required was that the Minis­
ters should give toe time necessary for the 
conduct of public affairs to toeir Depart­
ments. The grounds of tiie statement 
that Ministers had departed from their 
pledgee could only be toe wards oi Mr. 
Blake In 1871. But Mr. Blake did not 
deny the Ministers, as private citizens, the 
right to take a part in Dominion politics ; 
nor did he propose—for he wai still a mem­
ber <rf both Houses—to close his own 
mouth in toe Commons. AU Mr. Blake 
proposed was a position of neutrality on 
the pert of the Ontario Government as a 
Government ; and not neutrality, neces­
sarily, on toe part of toe members of the 
Government as individuals.

Mr. SCOTT said it would be impossible 
for him to discuss all the matters touched 
upon bv the hon. gentleman who had just 
taken his seat. Notwithstanding the in­
disposition of that hon. gentleman, he had 
managed to deliver s speech of five hours’ 
duration. (Laughter.) The hon. gentle- 
man had congratulated the member for 
East Toronto, first in hffi narrow 
escape from defeat at toe recent 
#•«*, and secondly, because by 

nee in the House he offered 
. argument against the 

assumed Sy the Opposition in regard to tiie 
Attorney-General's descent from the bench.
It did not at aU seem to him that the two 
raws were analogous. The hon. Attorney- 
General descended from the bench at the 
request of a political party, to take his 
stand in the political arena on the side of 
a party of whose fortunes it had been said 
he had never lost sight. The position of 
the hon. member for East Toronto was 
esaentiaUy different. His hon. friend did 
not deeoend from the bench to take a seat 
in this House, nor to mingle in political 
oenteeta. He had never been approached 
vith such an idea. He left the bench to 
fake tiie high office of Lieutenant-Governor 
°f one of our Provinces, and, after oe- 
cnpymg the port for five years, his functions 

by the lapse of time, and he re- 
™™®d to his native Province to take the
ordinary, 
at 1

jgptsk
eon of disapproval

of a citizen in the discussion 
Hairs. (Cheers.) The hoe.

. . — of Public Works had, more-1 
-■ "**fod that the result of the East To-1 

Wes not so satisfactory to the ) 
it waa to the Government) 

He (Mr. Scott) would) 
constituencies ef North J 

Simcoe a stronger expies-) 
had been expressed of) 
Ontario than of the Ot-1 

in September last, I 
inference sought to be j

------- It of the East Toronto)
i aa to toe veering round of public!

ion. gentleman was net) 
i hon. gentlemen had ap-1 
1 e consolation *

. member for Lon-1 
I he bad expected tol 

— ——vwra allusion to tiie disp, 
toe surphe. The remarks of

.

f


