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Minister
adminmisters cap-

', H. Cushing.
works,

ably a department of which Al
bherta has reason to be proud.
The task betore it on 1ts incept-
ion was one of real immensity.
The minister and his aides, with
a wideawake liberal government
behind them went to work with
a will to provide the province

with the nesscecary public works. |
The minister was a capable bus

iness man, and quite competent
for the task before him

In the many problems confront-
ing the young government of Al-

berta on its formation, there was

none more formidable than this|W»8 voted for expeadituro in thH”wpandu

of providing an

of internal transportation of road< |

lll ”l&’
place, Alberta alone is wider

ways and bridges,

and

Em.

broader than the big (zerman

pire; it is twiceas large as Great|
I_Srl..un and Ireland, and when
hnhmum_\' WHS ul':mtl'rl there was

B8 /
1)

not any caonsiderable opening
of the country except in the lower
half of the

people hiad often to content them-

provinee., Kyen here |

selves with the lirm oll trails of
cart days,

With the inrush of settlement in
the past four years, pressing claims
ronds, for

for main ronds and side

Ilnprn\'l'(l roads nnd |)rit]\,(w-.- have |

simply poured in upon the depart-
ment of public works, making it in
its direct contact with the people
one of the most important branches
of the admiujstration.  Upon the
and encrgy of 1ts work- |
ings the comforty and of |

>|ru lnrgely depen- |

ethelency
SUCCESS
the new settlers

-

'l"ll',
ROADS ON ALL SIDEN

half
of

lnrn

Within the last year an<d a

conscquently the department
public works in Alberta has
set to face the problem of opening
up the north the
(¢ nicammaiimiiiaai | v i1 20l Ong the Peace
umlAtlmlmscu rivers With their
Deputations of
or

country, vast

1.

many tributaries,
settlers asking for
improvements on the old. leading

roads here

trails are not uncommon now at
the governwent  offices,  The

whole province is awake, and its
demands in this respect would tax
the most eflicients of departments,

All this was forescen the
start by the members of the gov-
ernment, men thoroughly aware of
western conditions and possibili-
ties, A bridge and rrad policy of
liberal ideas, sympathetic with the
settlers needs and by business-
like administration, was made one
of the most important planks of
the Laberal platform 1n 1906.

The new roads cut out each year

from
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Public Works Carried Out
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[ —hundreds of niiles of them—do |
l not comprise all the work done in
this the - depart.-
ment's trained road.crews, [very
yeur there were numerous improve- |
ments to be made on old trails
old roads were to be graded up

and from spring to autumn the)|
road crews wera busy, the foreman |
employing in each district entered |
whatever loeal labor was available

connection by

: 1 OT Lecessary. |

. The appropriations made each |
' year by the government for public
’\mrks have been very generous in
| proportion to the revenues of the
$1, ll() 00

;pmvm( e, Lnst year
(Omw(L on

MANY BRIDGES BUILT

Only !

| making in a new country

N

eag necessary than road- |

i8 tho;
bridge-building and in this Al- |

arta’s 3 !

be rta’s (JFuvcrnmem no

;’way reniss

|

1
Since they came into |
| power a little over thaee years ago
| 745 bri

?'I(Anlt with and ()Ul

hne baen

dues have been |
ﬁulw*l "THIL:GR'
Lhe largest and | |
*hm»qt bridges have beeu mainly |

standard

have been built’
ihmlt in the southern half of tlm‘
as herc the rivers
less easily bridyged
|sottlement was being retarded for
“H('k of them,

| province, are

and

| larger,

build
‘:inus% the Alberta Governm: nt

In the erection of public
f1a=
i |

than ‘

|shown no less enterprise
' providing transportation facilities, |
! Work was begun during the
| year of their administration upon |
la 3150,0006 Normal \Lhool,.n Gal-

‘LIUI'\,
pronouuced the most thorouzhly
m;uxppml institution of its kind 1n

tirst

-gince then wnnpletwl and |

(C‘anada. Temporary government

offices wore built to

sl

larwe |
\WWk?
butld-

avoid a

yedrly outlay in rental, and
upoa the new [’arliament
ings, to cost $1,2. ‘U()UU, 18 already |
well under way. $200,000 Conrt |
Honse at K ’lluontou has been
begun, a similar building at Cal |
gary has been planned, a sumllcr‘

Court House at Cardston
finished, while $75,000 was voted
for a Land Titles office for Calgary.
Sites have been secured for a /Jail
and Court House at Lethbridge,|%
a Court House at Wetaskiwin, and
an asylum at. Ponoka, and sums
have been appropriated at first
estimates on the construction of
these buildings.

For the Asylum 800 acres of
land have been s2cured, and the
University grounds at Strathcona, |
over 2J0 acres in area, are already
the property of the government,
which will erect suitable buildings
as the need arises, the University
classes now being held in the
Coilegiate Institute of Strathcona

18 now |

+
.
$
:
-+

Not long after the government
came into power it was decided
that the province should be freed
from the Bell Telephone monopoly,

, Some thousands vcted for thel
purpose were not fr%tt.ere(l away
in investigations but were ex-

pended in the most practical way
in the actual construction of tele-
phone lines. The policy worked
. so well, the government proving
itself s¢ business like and effective
a competitor that the Bell Com.

' pany were content a year or so

’

later to sell out to the Government |

at a very reasonable price.

Before the purchase [ {he Bell
lines the government had built
544 miles and 23 other
miles of line,

bought
and

exchanges in all. Since then the
government Las cootinued its
building operations--over 600

miles of rural lines being buiit last
year alone. The system now com-

prises over 1,600 miles of line, |
the lmm‘y‘
constant |

and notwithstanding
initial -expense] of
construction . the  rates were
reduced on the first of January

190V,
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Leads In Telephone.
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In tirse this telephone systen
will become a very valuable pro.
viucial asset.

ECONOMICAL ADMINISTRATION,

Not the least admirable feature
of the administration of the
Rutherford Government is the

which comes directly under the
cofitrol of the Premier himself,
| Over $5,000,000 have been expend-

ed since 1905 by the Province, and
in it all there has come fiom no
'side the charge of maladministra-
tion, The utmost thrift and
economy las been practised, and
while very large public works have
been updertaken and agriculture
help@tﬁlibemlly in many ways the
province has been enabled by
capable and upright administration
to accomplich all it bhas without
'exeeeding the provincial revenues,

Until the telephone debentures
were sold-—and sold remarkably
high-~—on the London market a
| few weeks ago the .province had
incurred no financial responsibili-
tics outerde the ordinary reveuue,

|
% i gu-u its administration ‘of the!meeting in Calgary last August.

Education IS Fostered '[liquur aw., IThe W.C. T, L’.]all put themselves definitely

meeting‘at Edmonton last autumn
&MW

on
ord as & ing fof ti
record as approving ¢of the man

000000600 -OPPORNEPEe the Presbyterian Ascembly in| ner in which the existing liquor
RS, IS session at Edmonton last May|laws were enforced 1o Alberta,
: 9= y i anathe C chot Eng DY and c«c 21 £ the easut
Concurrent with the good work | a 250,000 Normal School at Cal. [279 he Church of England Synodf and commending the measur

done in the bandling of Alberta’s | gary and a bill was passed author-

| nttendance has 1nercased

record ‘of the Treasury Department |

wonder- ;i}/uu international competition,
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fully, The following statistics | was securcd, With the new series
indicate the marveilous expansion | was initiated the principle of free |
of educational facilities under | text books here, for these readers!
Premier Rutherford’s supmvisiou,laro supplied free to every scheol-
i child of the proviuce,

[t 1s worthy of note that apart

flom the taxes uponrailway com-

New scliools
organized,

1:"“"’ (four-monthe) to' panies and big corporations the
}‘:3‘7’ e | only tax levied by the Alberta
e ‘Government is made in the in-
1908 168 | 'terests of education—20 per cent.
Total 20% | of the amount realized being put

In September 1Y00, when the | '© the upkecplut 2 University,
present government began it3}an.(l the remaining %0 per cent.
administration * there were only! bgms deveteq . i ; ‘!lgcds o
569 ‘sohoals. in: Albarts. Today common education. This tax 1is
&m M Bale o ahint daukle placed only upon lands lying

outside organized school districts
and;falls most upon the speculator
whojgis holding lands unoccupied
and for future gain. The actual
settler or homeseeker does not
~comec under this tax for the first
three years of settlement, and by
that time he 1s likely have
organized school district in
his neighborhood, tor the require-
ments exact only the presence ot

2 children in the - district and 4
ratepayers.

the mrumber.
LIBERAL EDUCATIONAL GRANTS.

No province in Canada, unless
perhaps Baskatchewan grants such
a proportionately large part of its
revenue to education, and nowhere
are better results - attained. The
very first session of the Legislature
evidenced this, as WAS
promptly granted to educational
purposes, plans were gjaen out for

to
by
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Enforcement Of Laws
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Still

another feature ot fences against the liquor laws-—

Alberta’s administration to which | the department has won the dis-
' the population may

point with tinction of enforcing the laws

pride is the excellent legal more strictly than any other pro-
machinery of the province and | vince in the Dominion. These

the splendid enforcement of law particular laws arejso easily evad-
and order. This department of ed, yet possessing such a power-
work comes under the direction | ful bearing upon the welfare of
of Hon. C. W, Cross, Attorney-|the community that yearly their

General of the Province, and it (framing and enforcement become
has been so ,well administered |more important. :
that not only are Albertans| Rev.Dr, Chown, cne of the

satisfied with it, but high com=
mendation has come from dis-
interested onlogkers outside.

most prominent temperance lead-
ers in Canada, in a speech
'Vancouver this summer,

' Hudeon’ Bay Company alone

the Judicial

machinery of the provingce

entirely renovated

Formerly there were only three

judges in the province, holding
at four or five centres. |
Today, because the District
Court Act and similar legislation
there are Judges ot the
Supreme Court and many of

the District Court. Litigrants

SESS10Ns

of

five

ds

may now attend any ot about 45
centres where held and
UN]\"jllﬁlltlbllltlhd‘luﬂ 1s much
less expensive.

At the session of 1908 moreover
legislation was passed abolishing
the old and rather abused system
ot sheriffs’ fees, the sheriffs being
Government  officials

['his too greatly reduces
the expenses of the ;public who
arc unlucky snough to have be-
come entangled in the law.

court 18

made on

salary.

BENEFICIAI

Some of the _more 1mportant
acts of legislation of the Ruther-
ford Government are;

Railway Taxation Act.

Land Titles 'Act.

District Courts Act.

Mechanics Lieu Act, provid-
ing a simple method of securing
the workmans wages to him more

\puhtluu:l\ than in any other

province.

LEGISLAT 1ON

finances there is the work of the'izing "the cstablishment of a (B D NIt 3 N NN N TN SN I NN AN NN NS NN ENININININS 0 -
Education Depnrtment of which University when necessary and| !
also Premier Rutherford is the this has since been opened with § LengIathn Of ngh Ordel‘ (
exccutive head an attendance of 35 students A 3 {
y ek : : Lm ARG ATAIA R ATA, ARINIAINR SRR RIIAPN RO AR RARA, 2D
If there is oune interest of the staft  of four highly qualified
'province closer than another to Professors conduct the classes ¢ ¢ viensive work of drafting | Corporation Taxation Act
tthe heart of Premier Rutherford under the direction of the presi- a1 the legislation organizing ithe Tax for Educational Funds
it is edveation, on which he be- dent, Dr, Tory, who was at the provincial  administration, andjimposed upon land outside of
leves rests the  basis of ultimate time of Lis appointment in Alberta the revision of the Territoriall School s Districts—ie.-~Lands
happiness and prosperity for the one of the most valued members Ordinances fell upon the At-|held by speculators, by Hudson
people.  ““The boys and girls of jof the faculty of old MecGill Uni- torne y-Greneral and s depart-| Bay Company and some ranching
Alberta are our jewels,” he has versity, ment. ' land.
said in public addresses, ‘“‘And in FREE TEXT BOOKE. But in addition to this work
their education the future of the| Still another provision of the the Attorney-General has been
province lie<,” Look after the;g«urnmeut enabling every head responsible fur the introduction
itls today and the grovxn-,(,f& family to procure echooling of several statesmanlike measures
ups of tomorrow will look after|for liis children at a small cost. was notably among which are the|
themselves —would seem to be the | the measure providing free text Workmen's Compensation .\l[.i
| Premier's motto. books for ail scheol children. The which provides that workingmen |
[t is not then remarkable that ‘olrl and efficient set of readers in shall receive compensation trom
in thres years of his government | use in the Territories for years then employers  for injuries|
the schools of Alberta should bave | was done away with and another sustained at work, aud also thc;
doubled in number while |he;seri;~~, which has won a gold medal District Court Act, which  latter '

HON. W. T. FINLAY

Minister of Agriculture

live administration.

Eight Hour Bank-to-Bank 1.
- Workmen's (
Act for Protection of Childein
Industrial School Act, 141

Rt

ympens ition At

Pll‘.

ing for erring_or neglected child
ren.

Ielephone Legislation
Advanced Liquor L.e
On.the whole

gislation

the e¢xcellence

of the Legislative Acts of
Alberta’s Government makes a
fitting accompaniment to the

'admirable administration.

No charge of graft or wrong-

.doing has ever been made against

he Rutherford Government
‘e Rutherford administration
fhas been an honest and progress-
Most peopl
have a warm regard for honesty

«and progressivencess.
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Extract From Premier Ruther-
ford’s Budget Speech
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Re Maintenance of Provincial

University, Provided Out of

Tax Upon -Hudeon’'s Bay Company Lauds‘

Critics of the educational
imposed by the
ment in 1907,

outside organmized school
will tind matter for retlection
the first figures given out concern-

ing the amount collected from this

upou
districts
1n

tax. They go to show that four.
tifths of the total amount is ex-
perded on the common school
systemof the Province, while but
one-fifth s appropriated to the
needs of the University,

[t is also worthy of note that
since the tax came into effect In

1907, the University’s share of this
educational fund was more than
met by the "taxes paid by the
on
tax,
that

this
apparent

under
18

land assessabl:
From this it

N RN AN, A SR NAAAAA AR l thls anClcnt and Wealthy CO[IJ[)Z\UV

‘has vorne the full borden of
maintaining the new University
since its establishment. It is also
apparent that the opponents of the
| tax in ranching districts, who in-
veigh against it as “the University
tax,” a tax imposed for unnecee-
sary higher education, are utterly
mistaken,

GENEROUS OUTLAY ON COMMON

SCHOOLS
The amount of care and money

expended upon Alberta’s general
at |school system has been several
paid a times very favorably commented
In one important 1'cspcct—of-)warmcomplimenttothisprovince‘Upuu by outsiders interested in

tax |
Alberta goveru- | that for a young province an un-

lands ]}mg‘usual high standard of efliciency

educational watters, They agree

18 both aimed at and attained:
The statement of the Education.
al Trust Account gives fresh

evi-
dence of the goveinment’'s gener-
ous outlay upon the common
school, The tigures obtained from

the provincial treasurer show that
the collection for Hloi and 1908,
on this account——derived from tax
upon land lying outside organized
school districts —ewount to $10Y9,-
Of this 211,144,006 was
expended in coanection with the
collection of this fund.

The net amount of this fund is
consequently $95,132/15, which has
been disbursed in the followiny

..4“),..4 )

proportion.

Common  schools $78,005.95

University . 19,626,23
In detail the actual disburse-

ment of the fund according to this
division was:
Universily (20 per cent).$19,626.23
Common schools (bo

per ct) 19,066,89
New school districts. ... 14,719.93
Schools gmdmg over .)th 14,719,93

Totalnot.......... 39&313

Of this $98,132.17 tbe Hudson N
Bay Company contributed $24,
143:08, or $4,516,85 more than the
government has paid out of this
fund for the maintenance of the

..............

University,




