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deseription of the saveral battle fields, stat-
ing his preferences.

Mr. PATTERSON (Huron). Nothing could
withstand the hon. gentleman’s eloquence.
If the matter is not attended to by private
enferprise, I will be very happy to bring the
maiter up next session.

Lachine Canal

TISDALE.

. 830,000

M, I wish to ecall

Lachine Canal. The other day in the House,

in speaking to a resolution in regard to a!

canal | fereshadowed, I had not the oppor-
tunity to quite finish my obhservations. 1 now

wislh to call the attention of the House to
another
apportunity of doing ¢o. According to the.

this matter, as I shall not have

resolution I submitted, and according to the

report of the engineers I read on that oc-:

casion, the scheme foreshadowed wes to build
a eanal from Two Creeks, on Lake FEire, in
direcet course to the mouth of the River
Thames in Lake St Clair, a distance of
fourteen miles.
scicitiitic reports made

oy
at

on it, would pass

throuzh a comparatively level country with-:

out physicial difficalties so far as regards

=in:l coustruction ; the soil is either sand or:

Ioanit, and therefore. the canal could be cut
with the most improved c¢lass of machinery

usel for that pwrpose. From the mouth of that .

canal the route to run through Canadian terri-

rory would pass through the fen Innds on the
castorn borders of Lake St. Clair, to the chun- i

nel Fearte Bast and back of Walpole Island,
Wiien it struck that channel it would meet

with 2 current so rapid that for all tine

to  come it woulld  Kkeep the canal
open by the aection of the wiater. Fur-:
ther, it would only require a  break:

Iock at Iake St Clair to regulate the flow of
the water, and o lock at Lake Erie on account:

of the water rising and falling. The esti-.

mates of the engineers fromn which I quoted
shows that the canal proper could be built
at a cost of $800.000, and the dyke canal,
continuing the scheme through Canadian ter-
ritory, was cstimated to cost $500.0(:0. Bur

this would be for a system of fourtcen feet

navigation, and my idea is that the canal
should have a depth of sixteen or seventeen
fect. so as to be large enough to accommo-
date the largest lake eraft, the Iarge stean-
barges that cury 100,000 bushels of grain,
That would increase the total cost to $2.000.-
00 or $2.500.000. My idea in having a Iarger
canal would be so that it might permit the
passage of the largest class of Ameriean

barges that pass from the upper lakes to the -
lower lakes, although my principal motive in !

introducing the resolution was to submit a

scheme of a national character, to secure for :
Canada n complete waterway from the great :

Inkes to the ocean through our own territory.

Mr. MILI.S (Bothwell). What is the mat-:

ter with the Detroit river ? )
Mr. TISDALE. I will come to that later.

I will show in what respect the canal would .
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attention !
to 2 matter more important than even the:

The canal, as shown by the
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give great advantages over the Detroit river.
"My idea was that we should have a canal
large enough to accommmnodate the traflic of
both countries, because although my object
is to secure an independent route through
our own territory, still I do not intend the
proposal to be one of an unfriendly or offen-
sive nature to our neighbours. If they will
use our waterways and treat us as goed
ucighbours, and as having a right to owr
own views and our own policy, I have every
- desire, as I have always said, to deal in a
friendly spirit with them. If, on the other
‘hand, they wish to be coerclve, aggressive
cor preseriptive in regard to trade relations
with us, then I wish our waterways and
other lines of commerce to be sueh that we
may be able to teach them that we can get
; allong independently, that we will hunt up
new avenues of trade and enlarre the
Savenues in our possession. 1 believe we have
a country, a people, with suthicient capaeity
and resource to maintain our position. More-
rover, in days to come, if they continue such
a policy, we will be able to meet them in the
.markets of the world, compete with them,
and I believe rival them. I nced not enter
into discussion as to the beneiits derived
from waoter communication. We are all
~agreed that for the moving of the vast grain
“products of the North-west, cuautls are indis-
pensable. T will read one short quotation
~from Mr. MceXNabb, the engineer, which is as
follows —

It has been very often urged that in these days of
Prapid transit transportation by water is heing aban-
i doned by shippers and that the railways are ab-
sorbing all the traflic : such, however, on tnvestigation
;18 found to be very far from the true facts of the case,
ras we find the tonnage moving on our great lakes

crapidly inereasing and assuming enormous propor-
tions 3 so much so that the most sanguine anticipa-
tions of one season are dwarfed by the actual inerease
i renched in the neat. During the year 1880 twenty-two
million tons passed hetween Lakes Huron and Erie ;
“and during the year 18391 the tonuage passing through
Detroit riverexceeded by ten million tons the tonnage
i of the two ports of Liverpool and London.. The new
tvpe of lake vessel for the eareyving trade aptly termed
the ¢ Whaleback ™ promises great results in this
direction, ax they are light draft and capacions, per-
mitting of a loading wherehy they can make a ton-
wile with the consumption of but a fraction of an
ounce of fuel.  Canada possesses a national highway
to the Atlantic of over two thousand miles in length,
“with but seventy-two (72) wiles of detention by lock-
age, whereas the United States route o/d@ the Erie
- Canal presents three hundred and fifty-two miles of
constant detention by lockage, or. as admitted by a
writer on the other side of the line : ** Canada retains
the key of the carrying trade of the great lakes to the
s ocean, not only from her own, but from American
shores.  From Duluth as much as from Port Arthur,
i from Chicago as much as from Toronto, the way to

; the Atlantic for wheat and winerals is by the St. Law-
‘rence. It will form a great bee line for the connmerce
. of two hemispheres which by reason of its few obstrue-
tions and detentions, its freedom from the necessity of
. breaking bulk, and its minimum cost of transporta-
tion is destined to control a business which no imagi-
nation of man can picture or estimate.”

Now, Sir, as to the advantages of this route.
In the first place, from the report that I



