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Poetry.

THE FIRST SNOW FALL.

*T JAMBS RUSSELL LOWELL.

The snow hod begun in the gloaming,
And busily til the night 

Had been heaping fie!1 and highway 
With a silence deep and white.

Every pine and fir and hemlock,
Wore ermine too dear for an earl,

And the poorest twig on the elm tree 
Was ridged an inch deep with pearl.

From sheds, new roofed with Carara,
Came Chanticleers muffled crow,

The stiff rail* were softened with swan’s down, 
And etill fluttered down the enow.

I Blood and watched by the window 
The noiseless work of the sky,

And the sudden flurries of snow-birds 
Like brown leaves whirling by.

I thought of a mound in sweet Auburn,
Whore a little head stone stood,

IIow the flakes were flooding it gently,
As the robins the babes in the wood.

Up spoke our little Mabel,
Saying, “ Father, who makes it snow ?”

And I told her of the good Allfather 
Who cares for us all below.

Again I looked at the snow-fall,
And thought of the leaden sky 

That arched o’er our first great sorrow,
When that mound was heaped so high.

1 remembered the gradual patience 
That fell from that cloud1 like snow,

Flake by flake, healing and hiding 
The scar of deep-stabbed woe.

And again to the child I whispered,
“The snow that husheth all,

Darling, the merciful father 
Alone can make it full !”

Then, with eyes that saw not, I kissed her, 
And she, kissing back, could not know

That my kiss was given to her sister 
Folded closo under deepening snow.

(Christian .faill) ant) rattier.

Enterprise of Missions.
From the Macedonian.

•• Go yo and teach all nations.”
Tho words of our Lord’s commission to his apostles 

are to be viewed not in the light of invitation, or a 
recommendation of a course proper to be pursued, but 
in the light of a command. Thiscommend was issued 
under circumstances adapted to give it great force in 
the milid of the disciples. They had seen their Mas
ter's mighty works. Through intimations which he 
had given them more or less distinct, they had reason 
to regard his words as tho words of God. They had 
seen him dead and buried. But now he was risen 
again from the dead,—the same glorious person, the 
same compassionate Saviour; but more sm re.1 in their 
eyes on account of what he had passed through. At 
the scene of his ascension, just before he was parted 
from them, ho commissioned them to go into all the 
world and preach the gospel to every creature,— 
giving to the commission the form of a command. 
The authority of this command was his posession of 
all power both in heaven and on earth. When, there
fore, they went everywhere preaching the word, it 
was on the authority of his express command, given 
in tho most solemn and affecting circumstances. As 
often as they thought of that stupendous scene—the 
ascension of the Lord of glory to the glory which he 
had before the foundation of tho world—in undertones 
of most subduing power must the command have come 
back upon their memories, “Go ye and teach all na
tions.” And in their various travels and labore, they 
went forth under such a sanction—a sanction such as 
no ambassador of earthly kings or courts ever en
joyed.

Acting under such a sanction, they fulfilled the 
letter of the command as honest and holy men. As 
we read of their journeys and labors we applaud the 
course they pursued, ft was no more than sound 
reason and a. sober judgment would have us to expect 
from them. If their ascended Master sentthem forth, 
should they dare to linger? If he, to whom is given 
all power in heaven and on earth, gave them a com
mission to fulfil, should they dare to delay? Had 
worldly ease, profit, pleasure or honor tempted them 
to stay at Jerusalem, to enjoy its peace, to minister at 
its alters, to mingle in its psalms of praise, or to par
ticipate in its festivals, we can easily imagine that a 
ringing sound would be in their ears day and night, 
—“ How shall they preach except they got"

The command of Christ is not abrogated. The 
commission remains in full fo[ce os long as there are 
those who can fulfil it, and those in respect to whom, 
it needs to bo fulfilled. Wh.it though we did pot 
stand on Olivet, and witness the scene when Christ 
gave the commission to his disciples? Christ’s Alice 
has sounded to us—“Go ye and teach all nations.” 
What though we did not hear him with our own jars? 
The Holy Spirit has reported his words to tie. And 
by the terms of his commission this only alternative 
is put into our hands. Shall we go and perform the 
work? Or, shall we sustain those who propose to go 
in our stead?

The age in which the apostles commenced the mis
sionary work was, in some respects, an ago most un
favourable to the dissemination of a new and spiritual 
religion. Many of the tribes to which they went 
were ignorant, uncultivated and uncivilized. They 
had never risen above outward forms. A spir
itual talth was to them no faith at all. They were 
wedded to the pomp of their national religions. They 
loved the shows and processions, the sacrifices, the 
games, the great assemblages of the people, and the 
gay holidays, full of mirth and revelry which their 
religions sanctioned. The faith they cherished har
monized with their natural corruptions instead of 
resisting them. To desert the established religion 
was unpopular, if not hazardous,—or even a capital 
crime. Satan had made strong fetters of his victims. 
But tho nncivilizntion of the barbarous tribes opposed 
a less formidable obstacle to their success than the 
civilization of the cultivated Greek and Roman, who 
in their search tor the true philosophy, despised the 
philosophy of the crucified Nazarene. _ The apostles 
nad to struggle against the bitter prejudices of the 
Jews, tb# pride of the Greeks, the contempt of the 
Romans, the ignorance of barbarians, and the corrup
tion of human depravity. The loss of Christian 
society and of the endearments of domestic affection, 
the derision and persecution of the populace, impri
sonment, scourging, tort ares and cruel death,—these 
are the trials through which theyand their successors 
have achieved their victories. Those are the seas of 
•ufftriog, through which they waded to conquest.

But notwithstanding all these obstacles, Christian
ity went forth, by a rapid progress, conquering and

to conquer. It passed over the limits of empires and 
kingdoms ; swayed the rude minds of the most un
cultivated tribes ; turned heathen temples into Chris
tian oratorios ; consecrated the streams as baptismal 
fonts ; impressed its traces even on thq heathen his
tones which have survived to the present age : and 
made the dens and rocks of the mountains vocal with 
the praises of God. Feeble means were and have 
been crowned with grand results. Even seeming 
evils have wrought unto good. The blood of the 
martyrs has been made the seed of the church, and 
temporary reverses have resulted in greater ultimate 
prosperity. Thus tho Lord Jesus has accumulated
to himself subjects from every part of this world._
Thus have many crowns been set upon his head, and 
many, many trophies have been gathered at bis feet. 
What remains but that all who love him join in the 
prayer—

" Come, Lord, and added to thy many crowns.
Receive yet one, the crown of all thé earth,
Thou who alone art worthy.”

Modern Christians arc, beyond question, under 
obligation to take up and complete the wdrk which 
the apostles left unfinished by reason of death. The 
right of Christ to the sceptre of tlie world is not de
pendant on the life-time of a man—of an apostle, or 
any other man. The proffer to Christ—“ Ask of mo 
my Son, and I shall give thee the heathen for thy in
heritance,"—reaches not to the limits of one age only 
but to all ages. It seems evident, from the nature cif 
the case, that Christ addressed his diciples in the 
commission, not as individuals existing in thst age, 
but as Christians ; as representatives of his church, 
his followers. Thus it was that Paul ordained Tim
othy, to do as he had done himself. Thus it was
that successive generations of Christians carried on 
the work, till, in the darkness of the middle sgo«, the 
spirit of Christianity was nearly lost in its forms, 
and darkness nearly overspread the earth. But the 
prophecies nre not revoked. Tho commission Is not 
recalled. The promises of God to his Son are not 
annulled. Christ is yet to have the heathen for his 
inheritance. Prophecy and promise must fail, and 
the word of inspiration prove false, if the heathen 
are not to bo converted—if the sun is not yet to look 
down on a regenerated world, a universal church, a 
holy family, a world-wide Sabbath, a planet rolling 
in space, redeemed, sanctified, and filled with the 
praise of its Creator.

But iiow shall the heathen “ believe in him of whom 
they have not heard ? And how shall they hear with
out a preacher ? And how shall they preach, except 
they be sent,”—except they go? Aiid how are they 
to he sent, unless we send them ?

Many arguments conspire to urge upon tis onr 
duty in this respect. Are wo able, as instruments 
under God, to snatch human spirits ns brands from 
tho everlasting burnings,—aid shall we forbear to 
doit? Are wo grateful to Christ for his atoning 
death, and shall we not manifest our gratitude by 
bringing gems to he s"t in his jewelled crown ? Are 
we grateful for the gospel ami all its unnumbered
blessings,—and do we nut owe it to our brethren 
of the human race,—spirits thus may shine as bright 
as onra, or rink in destruction ns deeply—to give
thorn the gospel too ? Do we pity tho idolaters—of 
whom inspiration has asserted—“ They that have
sinned without law shall perish without law 
and shall not our pity extend to them a little help ?— 
Did Christ give wealth and joy, and life, and case, 
when ho came on his mission of love to save ottr 
souls,—and shall wo net deny ourselves the tise of o 
little of this world's good, that others may be saved 
ns well as wo 1 Shall it be written on ns—“ Ye are 
Christ's ?”—and yet shall we say of the money vhich 
is due to his cause and his glory—“This is not 
Christ's ?” Stewards of God, forget not what you 
owe to y cur Divine Master. Ye that pray —Thy 
kingdom come"—forget not that acceptable prayer 
goes not alone; but prayers and alms together ascend 
ior a memorial before God. And both when we 
give and when we pray, let us remember that as 
truly as God's promises are unchangeable and trust
worthy, so truly when his servants are sent forth 
everywhere preaching the word, the Lord will work 
with them with signs following.

donations of the rich, and would that they were mul
tiplied a thousand fold ; but we cannot dispense with 
the help of the poor. Let all the poor saints through
out the land, be encouraged to bring their feeblest of
ferings to Christ, knowing that “ the Lord loveth a 
cheerful giver.”—Macedonian. H.

Short Prayers.

Some Christians at the present time nre too apt to 
make long prayers, particularly in public worship; 
praying as it were, to the congregation instead of 
praying for them. To such professors and others, 
the following selections from similar ones in tho New 
Testament are quoted as examples of short praytn.

“Lord save me." Matt. 14, 30; “ Lord save its; 
we perish." Matt. 8, 25: “God be merciful, to tfie 
a sinner.” Luke 18, 13; “Jesus thou son of David 
have mercy on us.” Mark 13, 47; “Lord lay not 
this sin to their charge." Acts 7, 60; “ Lord Jesus 
receive my spirit.” Acts 7, 69; “ Father forgive 
them; for they know not what they do." Liflîc 23, 
34: “ Father into thy hands I commend my spirit." 
—Luke 23, 46; “Father if thou be willing remove 
this cup from me; nevertheless not my will nut thine 
be done.” Luke 22, 42; Mark 14, 36.—Michigan 
Christian Herald.

(Eoangtlical Progress.

Maulmaia Burmart Mission.

LETTER OF MR. STEVENS. 

ADDITIONS TO THE CHURCH.

Aug. 5, 1849.—Three persons have recently been 
baptized in this town by Mr. Jttdeon, respecting 
whom one or two particulars, 1 doubt not, will he in
teresting. All the three are heads of families* One 
is the wife of Moung Kulnli, daughter of Ko A, of the 
village of Kaudote, mentioned in my journal recently 
scut you.

One is a man from Myay-dai, a town on the Irra
waddy, some distance below Sltway Doling. In that 
place he has a wife and two children whom he leit, 
to comp on a trading excursion to this place. Here 
he fell in with the native assistants, particularly 
Moung Shway Moung, (who went to America,) iit 
whose house lie was entertained for some weeks, to
gether with an uncle ol his from tho same place. The 
truths of the gospel, which he here heard daily, so in
terested him that he determined to leave the company 
of traders with whom ho came down, and become a 
Christian. Accordingly ho gave tip selling goods, 
labored as a cnoly to support himself, spent Ins even
ings in reading, and attended the regular chapel ser
vices for some weeks, until the church, considering 
the evidence of his conversion sufficiently satisfactory, 
received him fir baptism. Alter his baptism, he was 
desirous of remaining hero during the rains and stu
dying the Scriptures: tun as he had already been ab
sent about a year from his family, it was on the whole 
deemc l best" fur him to return home for the pre-ent. 
lie has accordingly gone back, not, however, with
out many prayers and anxieties on his account, lor he 
wi
profession of Christ which he has made, in the midst ! 
of the idolaters of his home, exposed to the cruelty 
and caprice of Borman rulers. There is, however, 
one favorable circumstance in his case.
MTATDAI—TOWER or THE WRITTEN WORD—MOUXO NET 

In Myaydai there is an unusually large number of 
tho Para mat sect, who reject the divinity ol'Gundama, 
and also images and pngtxlas; and the governor him
self is favorable to them. According to the represen
tations which wo have repeatedly heard from that 
quarter, it would seem that those people clearly per
ceive the errors of Buo lhism, but are yet ignorant of 
the true way of life. Who knows but our Iriend, who

t The Offerings of the Poor.

Rotoe of the most precious offerings hid upon the 
altar of Christ, nre the offerings of the poor. While 
the rich give of their abundance, and have an abun
dance lef’, the poor give of their penury, and have 
only penury left.

1. The poor bring the largest offerings. Judging 
by the Bible rule—“ as the Lord hath prospered,"— 
no donation can he compared with those which come 
from “ deep poverty.” True, the weekly penny or 
the yearly dollar that is tremblingly dropped into the 
Lord’s treasury, is not sounded through the land as a 
very benevolent contribution ; it may not even have a 
placo in the monthly records of benevolence,—sti 
that humble ofit-ring of Christ’s poor will have a 
place in '.he records of heaven, and will lx; recog
nized there as vastly larger than many of the most, 
loudly applauded gifts of the affluent. Let it ever 
be remembered, that he who “ spake as man never 
spake,” pronounced the two mites of the poor widow 
a larger offering than the combined contributions of 
tho rich :—“Verily I say unto you, that this poor 
widow hath cast more in, than all they which have 
cast into the treasury.”

2. The poor make sacrifices for Christ. They do 
not sacrifice luxuries, for they have none. But they 
often sacrifice many of the comforts of life, for the 
exalted privilege of doing something for him who 
has done so much for them.

The poor widow of Jerusalem is not the only one 
who has cast her last lurthing into the treasury of 
the Lord. Many pious widows can be found among 
the secluded valleys of New England, who frequently 
bring their last dollar or their last quarter, and lay it 
on the missionary altar ; and that too, when their 
storns are well nigh exhausted, and pinching want, 
is staring them in the face. None but the all-search
ing eye can see what their offerings, cost,—what 
struggles, what sacrifices. How small the number 
who make sacrifices for Christ ! How few deny 
themselves even luxuries to increase their missionary 
contributions. And yet how can we call ourselves 
the disciples of tho self-denying Saviour unless we 
are willing to mako sacrifices for his cause ?

3. The offerings of the poor are usually prompted 
bv love to Christ and his cans". Thev are the free
will offerings of consecrated hearts. The pious poor 
do not give to been seen of men, for their gift* are 
too scanty to sec.ure human applause ; and the wil
ling self-denial which they practise, shows that their 
off-rings are not the promptings of unrenewed hearts. 
They feel the heavenly promptings of the love of 
Christ, and they fuel for a perishing world, and long 
to do something to save souls.

A mother in Israel, of four-score years, not long 
since went five or six miles to see her pastor, and as 
she placed her offering in hie hand, ssid, “There, 
take that dollar, and send it to the dear missionaries.” 
No one, who know tho deep poverty of that aged 
Christian, could doubt but her gift was prompted by 
the love of Christ, The dollar was the fruit of sac
rifice, and was the offering of deep piety. Would 
that a similar constraining love for Christ and for 
souls actuated every member of the Christian 
Church !

4. Honest prayer is united with the offerings of 
the poor. Their alms and prayers go up together, as 
a memorial before God. He who gives to Christ 
what costs him nothing will send no anxious prayers 
with his gift, but when his donation is brought forth 
by the love of Christ and is the fruit of self-denial, 
his heart will go with it, and earnest prayer will be 
made that the offering may be attended with the bles
sing of God. Suppose all tho funds cuntributed for 
missions were accompanied by the earnest prayers of 
the contributors,—what a mighty power would attend 
the smallest gifts, and what glorious success might 
we expect to follow missionary labors !

Let the offerings of the poor be prized, as insepa
rably connected with missionary prayer and as bearing 
direetiv on the salvation of the world. Wo need the

year 1800, may with great propriety be considered as 
belonging to the present century. Within this period 
not far from two thousand missionaries have been 
sent forth to different heathen countries, and upwards 
of seven thousand native assistants have been employ
ed in teaching and preaching the gospel: about four 
thousand churches have been organized, whoso ag
gregate members amount to very nearly, or quite two 
hundred and fifty thousand; and three thousand mis
sionary schools have been established, embracing two 
hundred and fifty thousand children! And all this 
where, fifty years ago, there was not a single school, 
nor a single scholar; a single church, nor a single 
convert: a single missionary, nor a single native as
sistant to be found!

At the commencement of the prerent century, it is 
computed that there were in the whole world about 
4,000,000 copies of the Bible; whereas, now there 
are more than 30,000,000! Then the Scriptures had 
been published in less than fifty languages; now, they 
exist in nearly two hundred languages and dialects! 
Then, they were accessible in languages spoken by 
about 200,000,000 men: now in tongues and dialects 
spoken by 600,000,000!

Fifty years sgo, not a dollar was given through 
any of the channels referred to in this review, ex
pressly for the object of sending tho living preacher 
to the heathen; now, considerably more than two 
millions of dollars is contributed annually to the fo
reign missionary societies alone!

Within this same period whole islands and groups 
of islands, inhabited by the lowest savages, in the 
North end South Pacific, nave been christianized; the 
work of illumination has begun in some of the darkest 
parts of Africa; Chinn, with its teeming millions, has 
been thrown open to our labors; India, throughout all 
its borders, has become fully accessible; while in 
Turkov, where the government hut lately visited with 
instant death all apostates from the national faith, the 
principle of religious liberty is now interwoven with 
the fundamental laws of the empire!

Tho statistics above given, though affording the 
most substantial and cheering proof of progress in the 
work Of evangelizing the world, still, in their naked 
form, give no adequate view of what has actually 
been accomplished. Who can estimate tho influence 
of a single regenerated soul on the corrupt masses of 
heathenism around! And what must ho the influence 
of two hundred and filly thousand souls animated with 
tho love of Christ, scattered, as they are, among 
millions of idolaters! And then again, it is not only 
true that the providence of God has now secured to 
the Christian church the way of access to most of the 
great heathen nations of the world, but much Chris
tian knowledge has already been disseminated; preju
dices have been extensively removed ; and from al
most all quarters, where missions have long been es
tablished, we are assured that the heathen ore much 
more earnest and intelligent listeners to the word than 
they were ten, twenty, or thirty years ago.

A Sabbath with a Missionary Church.

•, • - . ,, . . account, lor he ; contributor to the missionary treasury
require much grace to enable him to maintain tho j is ncithor |arge nor rich- n,„ .

We had tho privilege of spending one of the Sab
baths of January with a missionary church,—a church 
every family of which receives, a missionary periodi
cal, and of wlii'-h every member is at least a yearly

The church 
But during the last financial 

year they gave five hundred and thirty dollars towards 
the support of the missions, besides making liberal 
donations to kindred objects ; and since then they 
have erected a chaste and spacious house in which to 
worship God, at an expense of sixteen thousand dol
lars,—the whole of which was paid within a few days 
afmr the building was completed.

We were not a little desirous to learn what would 
be the effect of such an outlay at home on the ability 
and wjJ'ingness of the church to do for the cause of 
missions. But soon after reaching their village, we 
found that the entire congregation had been already 
districted among a committee of collectors, that the

lias just returned among them, may bo the means of Sabbath was to be devoted to the missionary enter- 
saving light, to some? Will not our brethren at home ! prize, and that within a week every individual in the 
pray that this may be the result! He has taken with 1 parish would be asked for his subscription. All this 
him for distribution a bundle ol books and tracts, did not look like wishing to be excused from giving 
which w? have reason to believe xvill be received with on the ground of having built a meeting-house, 
a irood degree of favor in that region. Wc have Tho Sabbath came: and its services consisted of a 
learned that there and in other places, tracts and hi- very appropriate discourse from tho pastor, and of 
hies, which have previously befln distributed, are si- such statements as were designed to awaken a grate- 
lently doing their work, “ shining as a light in a dark ful and just sense of the progress and necessities of 
place.” and surely undermining tho bulwarks of hea- i the missions. In the closing address of the evening 
tbenism. i meeting, the pastor drew motives for an increasing

Th? third individual baptized ie Moung Net, who devotion to the missionary work on the part of his pen- 
has been a resident of Maulmain for the last six years. ' pfoi from the blessings which God had bestowed on 
Ten years ago ho obtained a book—probably a hound themselves, and on the missions for xx hich they hail 
volume of tracts—from sine one of hisjeountrymen, j prayed and contribtwed. The multiplied mercies of 
xvhether a disciple or not he knows noAriio iudivi- their heavenly Father had made it necessary for them 
dual, he says, recommended it as a goi^book. He to erect n new and larger house for his worship. Thus 
read it, and was interested: Being then a sailor on ! prosperity had increased their labors, expenditures 
hoard a small vessel trading between Rangoon and : n»d responsibilities. So it had been xvith the mis- 
Calcnttn, h1' lock caro of the book, reading in his lei-1 simts God had crowned the work of their hands with 
sure moments, both at sen and when in port. Finally the highest success—ami therefore they need more 
he was so much interested in xvliat he road, that he I men and more means. These must bo given them:— 
proposed to his wife to remove to Maulmain, in order but where should they be sought if not in a church to 
that thev might hear more of this religion. A dream i whom the enterprise had opened so many sources of 
which she had, however, shortly after, caused her to I j°v and strength? The work of evangelizing the 
decline the proposition. But she soon died, and thus I world could he conducted without their help,—but the 
left him to liberty. He removed to Maulmain, still ; pastor could conceive of no calamity more dreadful

natural heart choose? Books of an immoral and in
jurious tendency, and therefore we need an opposing 
influence, a society which will publish and circulate 
good books, Baxter, Howe, Bunyan, Flavet, &r., as 
a counteracting force, and this is what tlie Tract So
ciety ill Britain and the United States is doing. Col
porteurs are also wanted to scatter these books.— 
There are hundreds employed in tlie States: how 
many have we in Canada? Yet they are ns much 
needed here as there. Two things are necessary in 
tract distribution:—1st, tho tract; 2nd, the tract dis
tributor. The kind word and manner of the distribu
tor are of great importance to render the tract effec
tive, and the work is beneficial to the distributor him
self. The church wants work to employ all her ener
gies; every man that has a talent should exert it. and 
he will prosper in proportion to his usefulness. Tracts 
are sometimes torn up, but some of them prove useful. 
The rain fills in barren places, hut it also falls on 
fertile soils. He xvould just make two practical appli
cations, addressed to the present audience:—

1st. Buy good books and lend them.
2nd. Distribute tracts; the society need* distribu

tors. Are there any ready to engage in this work. 
You may thus win Minis to Christ, and I leave tlie 
matter between you and him.

The Rev. Mr. Lavel seconded the resolution, and 
advocated the substitution of publications of a reli
gious nature for those of a polluting kind. The yonng 
are the hope of the church, and if we do not pay 
more attention to tho young than xve have yet done 
the victory cannot be obtained. Let the young, then, 
come up to the help of the tract enterprise. There is 
nothing insignificant in nature: a single drop of wa
ter was of immense importance to the wretched mao 
in perdition; when Lock or Isaac Newton were in the 
cradle, they might be considered insignificant enough, 
but one measured the human mind, and tho other the 
solar system. Luther was a poor monk when Leo X. 
was in his magnificence, but he lighted a candle 
which the devil would never be able to put out.— 
Tracts, though apparently insignificant, were of vast 
importance. Mr. Dwight visited Constantinople in 
'36 and left a copy of the Dairyman's Daughter, which 
was instrumental in converting several folloxvers of a 
corrupted Christianity. The Tract Society is some
thing like the rock which Moses struck in the wilder
ness, it gives forth a constant gush of refreshing wa
ters. It is sometimes objected that there is much 
drudgery connected with tract distribution. It is 
such drudgery as the Saviour spent hie life in; such 
drudgery as the highest archangel would rejoice to 
engage in. There is toil and sell-denial connected 
with this xvork, but without them it would not be a 
work at all. An unemployed soul, like a stagnant 
pond, sends forth poisonous influences; a piously em
ployed soul is like a limpid stream on a mountain side, 
beautiful and useful. To committee men he would 
say a word : when called to a meeting at seven do not 
come in at half-past; be punctual, and zealous, and 
the work will go on.

Rev. C. DeWulff moved the second resolution os 
follow's:—

2. That xve gratefully acknowledge the increasing 
liberality of tho parent institution, and feel the con
tinued success which has attended their operations, 
and those of the American Tract Society, os a motive 
to renexved effort on our part; that under the Divine 
blessing, xve may be permitted to realize the same 
measure of success.

The Speaker compared the Tract Society to little 
Benjamin, who was not the least important tribe of 
Lord's Host. He eulogized the colporteur effort of the 
American Tract Society; they were doing a great 
xvork which would one day manifest itself. The is
lands of the Pacific were formed by microscopic in
sects under water, till by and by a tiny branch of coral 
appeared above the surface, nud then it increased and 
collected the drift of the ocean till it became an island. 
The Tract Society is doing a great work by small 
means. No. we cannot spare little Benjamin from 
the many thousands of Israel. He (Mr. D.) xvns 
selected to speak about the “ vast American Republic," 
probably because his loyalty xvas unquestionable; but 
he scarcely knew hoxv jo set about it. An American 
had said that in his country the mountains-xvere high
er, the rivers longer, the lightning brighter, and the 
thunder louder, than in any other; and there could 
therefore be no doubt that, to use a phrase of their 
own, America bent all creation. America xvas to 
renovate the world. The immense tide of immigra 
tion that xvas pouring into it from France, Germany, 
Sweden, Norway, England, Scotland, and Ireland, 
put him jnjuiflif *6f tlie classical story of the witch 
Medea, xvlio made old men young again. Her pro
cess xvas to cut them in pieces, l*nl them in her caul
dron, and turn them out fresh and blooming again; 
and in a somew hat similar manner the vast American 
republic xvas boiling up old Europe. The Tract So
ciety js doing a work xvhich the whole church could 
not do without this flying artillery. You cannot put 
down this Society.—Like the Parthian host it can 
fight flying.—You may tear Tracts in thousands, but 
that does not destroy tlie Society. It is also doing for 
the American church what nothing else could do. It 
is training young preachers in a nexv and most effi
cient manner, by employing them in the Colportage. 
Professor Raymond says this system is strengthening

same. There is not one here- who could not in tract 
distribution be a worker with God. We bad heard 
of many arrival* of emigrants in the United States, 
hut the last arrival was the most important, perhap* 
since the pilgrim fathers—he meant tho Portuguese 
exiles. These five or six hundred Portuguese, 
brought out of the thickest darkness, owe their con
version under God, to a tract of the Tract Society,— 
The man who was honored to begin that work, like 
which there has been none since 'he reformation, 
xvas Dr. Kallv ; hut what xvas Dr. Kalley’e conver- - 
Sion owing to ? He hid publicly acknowledged that 
it was the perusal of a religious publication. lie 
had been an infidel, and a bold one ; but lie met with 
Dr. Keith's work on the prophecies, and he was r.n 
infidel no longer. This book is published by tlie 
Tract Society in many languages, and by tens of 
thousands of copies. That was the commencement 
of Dr. Kalley'a religion, who was the instrnment in 
beginning a work, the end of xvhich no man could 
foresee.

Rev H. Wilkes, in seconding the resolution spoke 
of the importance of punctuality. About six month* 
ago, he had attended a meeting of the Committee of 
the Religious Tract Society of London, and they 
commenced the instant the clock struck the hour.— 
In adverting to the desirableness of introducing the 
colporteur system into Csnads, he said, if we xvould 
take tip Canada, east of Kingston, and so organise 
auxiliaries as to employ suitable colporteurs for our 
rural population, tho results might be such as no one 
could anticipate. Hoxv few books they have in the 
country ! They hax<- brisure, but are lamentably 
scarce of books. Their libraries are very small. In 
Montreal we have perhaps as much to do as xve can 
overtake ; but surely the means might be found to 
employ colporteurs for the country, by a semi-nation* 
a! organization.

The meeting was then closed by singing the Dux-
ology.

The collection amounted to £12 10a.

Renunciation of Popf.rt.—Mr. F. C. Pepin and 
wile, of this city, publicly renounced Romanism on 
Sunday last, and were received into the fellowship* 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, Congress it.

We learn, also, that the spirit of inquiry is ex
tending among the French Catholics of tins city— 
that several others have expressed their disbelief of 
Romanism, as the true religion, and asked tor Bibles. 
Also that a revival has been in progress in Congress 
st. Church for some xveeks past, amt over ten persona 
have professed conversion.—Michigan Christian 
Herald.
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following the sen, and after a tim; took for a xvife the 
daughter of one of the headmen of the toxvn, and thus 
made very numerous and respectable connections.— 
These proved a snare to him, for they being very 
much ooposed to Christianity, he xvas long deterred 
from folloxving Christ. He supplied himself with 
books, notwithstanding, and made them his compa
nions at sea; and xvhile in port he constantly attended 
chapel, but uniformly came by a back way, that ho 
might not he observed.

CONFESSING CHRIST BEFORE MSN.
I first became acquainted xxilh Moung Net xvhile 

Mr. Judson was in America, and the pastoral rare of 
the Burmese church was devolving on mo. He then 
came to my house on one occasion, after tlie usual 
Sabbath morning service xvas over, inquired if he 
might not be a Christian xvithout being baptized. I 
admired the frankness of his countenance, and marked 
the timidity depicted on it, but I told him plainly, 
Christ has said, if we be ashamed of him, ho also will 
bo ashamed of us. He was not yet able to take so 
decided a stand for Christ, and retired. He continued 
to attend service on the Sabbath, and always appeared 
an attentive hearer. Finally, on his last trip from 
Calcutta, apprehending himself in serious danger, he 
prayed to tho Lord for deliverance, and promised that 
if God xvoufd he merciful to him, he would neglect his 
doty no longer, but immediately on reaching Maul
main he xvould apply for baptism. His prayer seems 
to have been hoard, and he xvas as good as his word. 
He is now studying the Scriptures, aed manifesta an 
acquaintance xvith Christianity far beyond my expec
tations, seeing that he has been so recently baptized; 
but which is sufficiently accounted for by tho fact, 
that for so long a lime before his baptism no was ac
customed both to read the bible and to prav. There 
are indeed many things in him which a fiord the most 
gratifying evidence that the Spirit of God has taught 
him, and”xvill teach him yet more and more, and pre
pare him for usefulness in the Master's vineyard. His 
age is forty. Tho facts in this case have forced upon 
mv mir.d the reflection, that if xve were more impor
tunate in prayer that God would raise up and qualify 
men for tho work of the ministry from among the 
heathen themselves, xve would have more frequent oc
casion to praise Him for the manifestation of his grace 
in this respect. And many such men the great work 
imperatively demands.—Missionary Magazine.

more
than for God to reject their aid. The poor woman 
xvlio had sent him an unsolicited donation of five dol
lars, within the preceding week, and tho brother who 
had that day given him thirty dollars for the great 
cause, xvere then enjoying the blessedness of giving;
—and as the collectors passed through the districts 
others would account it their privilege to enter into 
the same joy.

With these ami many other words, did the pastor 
encourage his people to avail themselves of the pri
vilege of contributing according to the prosperity 
which God had imparted. It xvas good to be there.—
The services were ifdapted to awaken a desire to help 
the missions from motives xvhich God would approve; 
and the payment of sixteen thousand dollars for the contributèd most cheerfully, 
nexv meeting house, will he more likely to increase 1 
than to diminish their contributions to the missionary 
treasury during the present year. We returned more 
thoroughly convinced than ever, that the influence of 
a missionary pastor is the safest and most successful 
agency known in the home work of foreign missions, 
and that a missionary spirit will enrich and enlarge 
the church which fosters it.

The Warning.
From the A". Y. Observer.

“ Tho pond is frozen over—let us get out our 
skate a,” said William Hurst to Ins school-mates, as 
school was dismissed on n clear cold December even
ing. The proposal xvas accepted by those to win in 
it was addressed. They hastened home to get their 
skates.

The pond was caused by o dam which xvas thrown 
across the stream, a few leet above a fall of about 
forty feet. At tlie foot of the fall, there was a very 
deep hole. The water there looked very dark, and 
xvns never frozen over even the coldest weather.

The pond xvas full when it froze, and consequently, 
the top of dam was covered with ice. Tlie ice xvas 
very smooth and slippery : of course it was dangerous 
to go near the dam, tor if one fell there, he xvould be 
liable to slide over, and down the falls into the gulf 
below. Still some of the boys were so fool-hardy ns 
to see how near the edge they dared to skate. They 
kept going nearer and nearer, till one made his mark 
within on inch of destruction; that is, if he had gone 
one inch farther, nothing could hare saved him Irotn 
going over the dam!

Most of the boys were frightened at this feat, and 
retired to the other end of the pond. After a white, 
William Hurst challenged another boy to overtake 
him. He set out at tho top of his speed, and came 
down tho pond, intending to turn before became near 
the dem. Just as he began to turn, his skate struck 
a small stick and threw him down. Hç xvas going 
xvith such velocity when he fell that he continued to 
slide along, notwithstanding his efforts to save him
self. His pursuer screamed, expecting to see him 
go over the dam and down tlie falls, and William him
self gave up all hope. His body xvas nearly half over 
the dam when, in some xvny, he could never tell how, 
lie stopped, lie lay still till his companion came to 
ills assistance. He made for shore, and when he 
reached it, he was unable to stand. He lay down, 
and xvept in view of the danger lie had escaped. 1 
am afraid ho did not thank God for his deliverance, 
for he had received very little instruction in divine 
things. At length he toon off his skates, and saying, 
“ I shall take warning from this, never to go on that 
pond again." He wisely kept his resolution. II? 
never exposed himself to the danger of going over the 
dam airain. He was often solicited to join the skaters

Ho hadon the upper end of the pond, but ho refused, 
the minds and bodies of the future ministers of Ame-1 |lnd warning enough, he said, to prevent his selling
rica so much, that he expects never again to see 
those outxvard and visible signs of the ministry, a 
sunken chest and goggle eyes.

The resolution xvas seconded by B. Lyman, Esq. 
who suggested that every merchant and shopkeeper 
should have Ins supply ol Tracts, and distribute them 
as he had opportunity—especially sending a few in 
every box ol merchandise that goes to tho country. 
He took.thst opportunity of rendering credit to the 
Montreal public liberality—this country is fond of 
giving. He had great pleasure in collecting for the 
Tract Society ; there were certainly some hard cases, 
but the greater part of persons on whom they culled

The Journal of Missions thus sums up the results 
of missionary labor witlin the last fifty years. Surely 
such facts cannot fail to inspire tho Christian with 
now energy in tho service of evangelizing the world.

Let us now briefly flaneo at some of the statistics 
of Protestant miseiots, during the last fifty years; 
gathering our materials from reports of all the Pro
testant missionary societies in the world. The intro
ductory missionary hbors of some of the English eo- 
cletie* during the six or reran years preceding the

Anniversary Meeting of the Religious 
Tract Society, Montreal

[All the Anniversary Meetings were held in tho 
Wixsleyan Church, Great St. James's Street.]

The Rev. J. Jenkins opened the meeting with prayer 
and Joseph Wenham, Esq., xvas called to preside.— 
After an appropriate introductory address from the 
Chairman, the report was read by Mr. James Milne, 
Depositary of the Society, instead of Rev. J. Gird- 
wood, Secretary, xvho was absent from the city.

The following is an abstract of tho report:—
Number of Isaacs in 1849 ............... 73,235

Value of gratuitous distribution .... ji 53 19 8 
Income of the Society for the year.. 328 5 0
Expenditure in the name time......... 318 17 9
Value of the entire Issues............... 383 7 6

The Montreal Association for the distribution of re
ligious tracts reported much willingness to receive 
tracts generally, with some violent opposition. The 
distribution to emigrants had been a peculiarly pleas
ing duty—an interesting case of awaking and hopeful 
conversion, through the means of a tract, was men 
tinned, in the St. Lawrence Suburbs. Tracts were 
well received in the prison.

Rev. J. McLoud moved the adoption of tho report. 
He said this Society should be considered of equal im
portance with tho other great religions societies, as 
its end and object was tnc same—the glory of God 
and salvation of men. Suppose you give up the Tract 
Society, who would object? There would be objec
tion in heaven, from those who have been saved by 
the Instrumentality of tracts, and in all parts of the 
world, from those who have been benéfitted by tracts. 
The Tract Society is more needed now than ever.— 
This is a reading age. The rations are learning to 
read, all are reading, but what kind of books docs the

The Chairman suggested the propriety of carry ing 
Tracts when travelling, on account of the eagerness 
with which they were received in the country.

The Rev. J. Burns moved the third resolution.—
3. That the newly settled parts of this Province 

deserve our serious attention, as presenting a very 
favorable opportunity for the circulation of our pub
lications amongst a scattered population, possessing 
in many instances, but few religious advantages.
He had been grieved beyond measure, to find that a 
large proportion of his own countrymen in Canada 
East, had very few religious advantages ; could this 
destitution not be removed in some degree by rtie 
Tract Society ? It could do much if it had the 
means ; but from the Report he learned that they 
would need to expand their liberality, if they would 
do anything for the province, for they could not with 
their present mqans, it seemed, even overtake Mon
treal. He mentioned a case of a congregation in 
Scotland, which had a minister -settled over them by 
bayonets. The congregation was poor, and met to
gether for several years in & separate place, leaving 
a x'acant church to the minister who had been intruded 
upon them. Hère they had been edified from Sabbath 
to Sabbath, by reading sermon* published in n cheap 
form by the Tract Society, namely, Border's Vil
lage Discourses, and Cooper’s Cottage Sermons. A 
friend of his, newly licensed, who was rather back
ward in speaking to strangers, never travelled with
out a pocket full of Tracts. One day be left one on 
the top of a dyke, hoping it might be useful to the 
next passer by, but tlie wind blew it up in the air, 
and over a hedge, and he thought it lost. An elderly 
man about throe months after wished to speak with 
him about hi* «oui, xvho «aid ho had been a careless 
man all his life, till about three months ago, when a 
very curious circumstance happened. One day he 
was lying at tho back of a hedge, taking his txvelve 
hours, and saw something white in the field : he 
picked it up and fonnd it a Tract. The title was, 
“ Careless sinner, I have a message of God to thee," 
and he thought that means me, and this la from God. 
He ceased then to be careless, and was afterward* a 
consistent God-fearing man. He wai a minister whe

foot on the pond ogam.
In the course of the next summer after the occur

rence of the above related incident. William xvas a: 
work on tho highway. There xvns quite a large com 
pany of men at work, and they hud a jug of rum xvith 
them, to tlie contents of which they had pretty fre
quent recourse. William was encouraged to follow 
tlie example of the men. He thought he would hardly 
bo rated as a man unless he drank when the iron din. 
In consequence, he began to grow noisy and saucy, 

"àniHawhgait became unsteady. “That young folic .-.' 
has been to the jug rather too often,” said one.

111 don't know,” said another, “he will got used l1 
it, and then it wont have so much rfleet on him. I 
reckon he does not get much st home."

“ He is rather too young to learn."
“ Not a bit. He will stand it all the better."
“There is ^he minister coming—the boy xvill not 

like to have him see him. Let us smuggle him out 
of tho way. Here William, you come this way?"

“ What do you want of me?” replied William in a 
very loud voice.

“ I want to see you—come this way," and he then 
xvent into the grove, that William might follow him, 
and be out of sight of tlie minister, who was now 
pretty near.

“ I wont come," said William, addressing a pro
fane expression which he had just heard fail from the 
lips of one xvho xvas at work near him.

“Thera! the minister heard yon swear," said one.
William looked up, and saw the eye of the good 

man upon him. He xvas not ro much intoxicated hut 
that ho felt a gen so of shame. He dropped his hoe, 
and went home. He stole to his chamber, saying he 
was sick. His parents eaxv at once what we* the 
matter with him.

In the morning ho awoke, and his thoughts turned 
at once to tlie occurrence of the former day. A doe;> 
sense of degradation oppressed him. He was aahainexl 
to meet his parents. He was ashamed to be seen by 
any one.

His father mildly reproved him for hi* misconduct, 
and exerted him to take warning, from wliol hard hap
pened, never to take too much again. Ho did not hid 
him take warning, never to toiich intoxicating drink* 
again. Possibly if he had done so, the result would 
have been diff-rent. .

Six year* passed away, - and William was then 
twenty-two year* of age. It was reported that he 
wae soon to be married to a very Interesting and wor
thy girl. “ I wonder,” said a lady, “ that she can 
think of having him."

“ On what account?” «aid another.
“ He eeldom goes where liquor ii to be had without 

taking more than is good for him."
“ Perhaps he will do better alter he ie married.”
William Hurst had not taken warning.
Ten years passed away. A traveller alighted at 

the village tavern, *. ragged, dirty, bloated drunkard
left that tract, but any child could hsve don* the wee standing in front of the house. “Mister,"

-
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