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>k» lert that loo many err influcored to take 
a narrow view u| I hr work bow under way. 
Thr Imam' organisai am ia undrrlaking lo 
•mire hrttrr return» to thr lanwn lor their 
work They have arromplhhrd their pur- 
poar to a great ilrwrrr A greet many farmer* 
have refiusxi to join breausr they ruuld not 
•re immediate return» for the «foliar paid 
aa an _ annual membership 1er Wlirn a 
larmrr*' miml get» reduced to aurh a emaiiliue 
that he will not yen with hit brother farmers 
•a the work they are undertaking. mile*, 
hr ran actually trr thr «foliar in return, then 

. it is time for him to gi away off *mrwhere 
by himtrlf and think it over. Surh men do 
not like Ihrawrivr*. and vey few oilier mrn 
Ukr them They will never «reste nu» h of 
a stir in this world, and will certainly not 
leave rmjrh of a vacancy when they leave. 
The man who live* hi* life without ever trying 
or planning to help anylody I Hit l.imrelf. 
will hoe a Wtoely row anil put in a mivrraUr 
eaiatrnre.

1 lie western farmer is, a» a Aile, energrtir. 
enlerjiriong and Imaul miruled. Kvery imlivi- 
daal who hat the spirit of mtnhootl in his 
make up. must take some pro le in the feet 
that he is ■ riliarn of this (.rent West, which 
ia no mean country, 'lire work that the 
orpniseil farmers are doing hi not only bene
fiting outlying rommunilw-* and indiv hlual 
farmers. I wit its influence is felt in tire uplifted* 
moral tune of the province and in tire produr- 
lion id more roui tall e ««.million» under which 
the farmer* labor. The annual conventions 
draw farmer» from every part of the province, 
wbo overt together and interchange tluwighlv. 
and who are thus given an advantage of bene
fiting from the cape rimer* of other*. Ileyond 
even what any one province, or the farmers' 
organizations of one province ran do. there 
ia ■ aplcndid panorama of ponaihililics which 
unrolls to lire eye as one mntemplalr» the vast 
Canadian nrganinitiori of farmer* from the 
Atlantic to llie l'ncilie. It ia one of tire gramt- 
eat conceptions that has ever sp|irnred within 
the range of proladrilily during the hi.tnry 
of Canada. The day wlirn tlie organised farm
ers of Now Swtia and British Colimihia 
will sliake hands in sympathy acrom the golden 
prairies is mil fur away. Already the four 
leading provinces of Canada are to the front, 
and there is every indication that soon a 
Canadian Council of Agriculture will be form
ed.

Who is hold enough to predict whst a 
national organisation of farmer* can a«-eom|rli.sh? 
The aims, the hopes, the ideals of the fanner* 
of Canada, from roast to roast, are. in the 
main, identical, flliry have been preyed upon 
without merry by the capitalistic classes, 
and have been robbed by the manufacturer* 
and tire transportation companies from time 
immemorial. Tire party |wliticiarw have smil
ed at the farmers and have openly Routed 
them because Urey knew that without organi
sation, the farmers were helpless. Tire farm
ers, when organized thoroughly in every prov
ince. will be able to speak to the governments 
in the various provinces, and at Ottawa, 
in a voice that will command attention at 
once. The politicians will cease to smile 
at thenf, and will get busy at once. When 
the farmers of Canada speak as one man, 
there will he a scramble among the members 
of the House of Commons to do their bidding. 
The day is coming, and near at hand, when 
the farmers as a whole will realize that party 
politics can do tliçm no good and always works 
to their undoing. When a farmer considers 
the possibilities that the future presents, 
and realises that even the little part that he 
can play will help in the great cause, it is 
hard to realize how he can take a luvck seat. 
If a man is not in sympathy with his work 
and proud of his profession, then he ought 
to make a shift at once. He is out of place. 
A farmer si amid not only he a farmer, but 
be should have some backbone and above 
all things, be a man. The time is ripe now, 
and the country needs every manly man. 
There are great things in store for the man
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who hears t hr «rail and answers H in the right 
spirit.

• • •
DR. COOK. THE COLÔSSAL FAKIR

The greatest fake ol the twentieth century 
was es (wised a short time ago when it was 
proven that Dr. Cook never saw the North 
role. There is now no question hut th*| 
Cook's whole .tory waa a I wars, and that his 
I'Ian* were laid and exrruled with ton Him mate 
skill. The world was ready and nasious 
to harul him lhe rewanl «lue lo aurh an im
portant dhcovery. Commander IVery ar
rived a few days later but found himself 
forestalled Isy the rnergetir Cook. The two 
then pms-nlrd thrir claims to the work! 
C«««k's offliarwl and manly dss-laration* won 
him immediate respect and admiration While 
ISO prrss'O troubled the validity uf I Vary's 
claim, yet hr* nasty, wlfisli and dominet-ring 
art ions did not find favor. Cook, despite 
thr fact that he is an impôtrr. prrprtratrsi 
such a gigantic fwass that he excited general 
admiration But Cook mai le hay while the 
sun was shining and he laid up a goodly pile 
uf hard rash before thr scientific societies 
sal upon him. Cook mailr enough out uf 
his variant* enterprises which fnlkiwrd his 
alleged discovery to male him imirprndmt 
fur lhr rr*t of hi» life. Van*hi» rumor* are 
now rirrulalrd that he is either confined 
in an insane asylum, or dead. It matters 
very little In the world which, lie has had 
his day. Ili» career was meteoric and he 
»et the world agog. But It is all ppsl now. 
Prary's fame is now in the a«rendrnt and his 
is the one shining star in the duster of Arctic 
explorer* I Vary deserve* the feme lie has
won and it will reap for him son*thing 
more tangible than the laurel wreath. Hr 
is now assured of a position among tire world's 
greatest. It is to hr Imped for his own sakr 
that his disposition «ill improve.

• * *
NO OPPOSING ARGUMENT YET

The chief topic under discussion by business 
men in the cities and towns throughout the 
west to-day. is that of government owned 
elevators. No matter where they meet, wheth
er it he on the street, in the office, on the street 
car, the most popifiar query is, "What do 
you think about this elevator question?" 
On the whole, the opinion of the fair-minded 
portion of tlie publie, outside the farming 
profession, favor the acquisition of the eleva
tors hy the government. Some say that it 
is class legislation, which, in principle, is 
pernicious. Some others, again, contend that 
the farmers in their strength, will become 
dangerous to the vested interests of the coun
try. Still again, there is the cry that the farm
ers are not sufficiently intelligent to know 
what they want. Even in addition to all 

•these we hear it occasionally said that the 
farmers look upon all other classes of people, 
who do not sow or reap for a living, as robbers. 
The number of reasons that people can pro
duce to show that the government should 
nor acquire the elevators is simply amazing. 
The capitalists -say that such a move would 
frighten capital Iron the country.

Let uv li»ik over these views. Class legis
lation may be bad in principle but we have 
had a great deal «if class legislation in the past 
and some of the capitalistic classes in Canada 
are so well fortified by class legislation that 
the only wav by which the farmers arill get 
a square deal is by some of the same so called 
"class legislation." 1 he organized farmers 
will never lie a menace to any right cause, 
hut they certainly will always stand for re
form and for the righting of wrongs that have 
been committed in the past. 1 hey will al
ways regard the rights of others and stand 
for equal rights for all and special privileges 
for none. The claim that the farmers are 
not intelligent has been made so often and 
has been made the excuse for so many ne
farious schemes that it is not worth while
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to diseuse it. The farmers may not all have » 
university education*, hut most of them have.. 
Iiern graduated from the srhonl of Haiti Knocks 
and Bitter Esperiener and are cane Me «V 
taking rare of them «dvr* if given a chance.

• The farmers do not look upon all other men 
as robbers. But they* have been stung so 
often and have been skinned to the right 
and to the left, and are still being beaten 
in many ways, that there is some slight rieuse 
fur the feeling that much of the world is out 
with the light finger. But the farmer well 
knows that there are honest people, and a 
great many of them, in all other walks of 
life and it is to them that he looks Unlay for 
sympathy and aid in the great work that he 
is frying to do. The bugaboo which people 
have tried lo raise that the organised farmers 
will frighten away capital, it worthy of some 
attention. There is no troth in that state
ment and it is Iwing used for a purpose, if 
capital will hr frightened away because the 
farmer is coming into bis own and getting 
a square deal, then it had lictter stay away 
But when 70.000 farmers rame in from the 
United States this last year and settled on 
the western prairie and brought with them 
•*0.000.000 in hard rash, we see the other 
•hie of the story. Such men are worth more 
than the capitalist* that come Into the country 
If a capitalist will net come to Canada simply 
because he cannot prey upon the farmers, 
then are do not need him. There ia abso
lutely no danger of capital remaining away 
from fatuuia. Opportunities are too good 
and the flow of capita! year hy year will be 
heavier. Of all the reasons that have yet 
been advanced against Government owner
ship of grain elevators, there are none which 
we have heard that’ raise any serious obstacle 
in the minds of unbiased and intelligent 
business men.

• • •
Every farmer must do his duty toward 

the great issues that are now before him. 
Stiuly ami thought will make the solution 
right.

• • •
The «lay of rightjs at hand and the day of 

‘ ig This "might is wraning. 
of progress.

is the right course

• • •
No person pnys attention to still water; 

it takes motion to bring respect. The or
ganised farmers are moving.

What is nended in this great western country 
is cheap money. If the farmer could get 
his money at «ix per cent, instead of ten and 
twelve per rent., it would mean much to the 
progress of the land. # <

WWW
The annual convention of the United Farm

ers of Alberta wifi he held next week and the 
deliberations of that body will he that of 
serious and sincere men who have the welfare 
of. their country at heart.

* * *
Every farmer who has a good farm should 

send a photo of his buildings and stock 
to The Guide for publication. Join with 
us in showing what the west is capable of 
doing.

* * *
In our issue of Decemlier 89, we published 

an editorial on "Control of Terminal Elevators, 
which dealt with certain manipulations in 
terminal elevators at Fort William and Port 
Arthur, which did not work out to the benefit y 
of the farmer who grew the grain. It has been 
brought to our attention that our remarks 
could not spply to elevators owned and opera
ted by railway companies, that is, by companies 
having no financial interest in the grain passing 
through the elevators. We are glad to make 
this correction. Such elevators are purely 
handling houses in which the grades of grain 
are maintained strictly, as there is no induce
ment for manipulation.


