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Town Schools for Country
Scholars

Continued from Page 7

Where there are twenty of more pupils
in a class, a spirit of rivalry is created
and pupils strive harder.  Petty Jealousies
and sectionul strile, which are the bane
of many rural districts are eliminated
The distriet 18 too big for this.  Turther
than this, better teachers can be secured
and better salaries can be paid. The
vounger and inexperienced teachers are
supervised by an experienced principal
and better order and disipline 1s main-
tained.

Both from a moral and physical stand-
point consolidation is advantageous. Pu-
|nl\ are in ('htllw' of a 1'wll|ln'|1 nt person
from the time they leave home i the
morning until they return i the evening
Van drivers have the same authority as
teachers, they must keep order and are
rv,~|mn~|!v||' for the conduet of the ehildren
while in the van. This does away with
all quarrelling, fighting or bad language
Pupils enjoy the ride in the vans. They
have company, they are warm in the
wintertime and dry in the summertime
and do not arrtve at the school tired out
A walk of two or three miles is a big
day’s work for a child, and in stormy
weather it is unsafe for them to go to
school.  When they are driven in vins
they can go every day and the parents
never need to worry. The large school
becomes the social centre of the com-
munity. It is an institution of some
character and dignity. It makes the
furm the ideal place to bring up children
The poor man’s child has the same chance
as the rich man’s. Children living at a
distance have the same advantages as
those living near the school. The ¢ountry
boys and girls have the same chance to
obtain an education as their city cousins.
They are entitled to this, and under the
old system they certainly did not haveit.
There is no need for the children to leave
the farm in order to obtain an education
This being the case, a great saving of
money to parents results and it broadens
the work of the school and makes possible
special courses of study or work which
otherwise  would be  impossible —agri-
culture, manual training, sewing, domestic
science, ete., and finally, with consolida-
tion, teachers may become specialists,
thus enabling the pupils to receive the
benefits of better teaching.

Agriculture and Manual Training

In connection with the broadened
sphere of work which consolidation makes
possible, the following outline of the
extra work we are able to give instruction
in will be interesting. We have had an
agricultural teacher for nearly two years.
During the winter months he has been
teaching a class of young men between
the ages of fifteen and twenty-ong with
fair success, altho these young men were
hampered by lack of a proper foundation
to build on. The course of study is one
prescribed by the Department of Educa-
tion and somewhat similar to the first
year's course of the students at the
Agricultural College. Many experiments
in alfalfa growing, milk testing, etc., have
been performed by the students at the
home. farms during the summertime.
A great many samples of seed grain
have also been tested at the school.
School gardens have been planted by all
the pupils at the school. The results
s0 far have been rather disappointing,
because no rain came on the gardens.
However, we will try again. In future
agriculture will be taught in the school
to all the grades. We realize that this
is pioneer work and have many difficultics
to overcome. Boys' and girls’ clubs
have also been organized and a great
deal of interest has been taken by the
school children in this work. All the
boys in the school from grades 5 to 11
take manual training work. Each pupil
has an hour and half per week at the
work. A room in the basement was
fitted up as a workshop and a complete
set of carpenters’ t(m[:-s installed, with
ten manual training benches. This ar-
rangement allows a class of ten to work
at once. The carpenter tools cost £140,
and the ten benches 890, in all £230, of
which the Department of Education paid
one half. No work in the school attracts
the boys like this. It teaches them to
be accurate and orderly in their work,
it shows ther the dignity of labor, teaches
them how to plan and lay out work,
gives them a knowledge of tools, their
use and care, and also a Jv:nfl'.k‘ll"“-”" of
material with which they “are working.
They acquire a knowledge and skill that
will be useful in many ways. It serves

THE GRAIN GROWERS' GUIDE

13w connecting link between the school
ind industrial life. It helps them in their
other studies, especially  mathematies
When they come to apply their knowledge
of this science to the wood-work, they
see the 'use of it and it assumes another
form. It serves as a guide to the natural
bent of the boy Some boys who are
dull in a class-room are very clever when
working with tools. Nine-tenths of the
pupils in our public schools will be
required to earn their living with their
hands; then \\]l_\ not teach them to use
their hands?  Our principal, Mr. Everall,
takes charge of this work. :

A blacksmith shop has also been erected
and the larger boys work in this. They
learn many principles that will serve
them on the farm

The girls are taught sewing and prove
very clever. The same benefits  are
derived by them from this work as the
boys receive from the manual training
and blacksmithing

Here is where one of the great possibil-
ities and benefits of consolidated schools
come in and their true value would be
realized. Several consolidated  schools
that are situated not too far apart can
engage one agricultural  teacher, who
could spend part of his time at each school
With all the schools sharing in the cost,
it would not be very much, and the same
course could be adopted with a teacher
of domestic science

The parents visit the school frequently
and are delighted with the progress of the
children in  their  studies.  One day
recently, when we had “an educational
rally, more than a hundred visitors
signed the wvisitors’ book.

Our school consists of a four-room,
brick vencer building, heated by steam
We have all the latest maps and charts
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The Roblin Consolidated School District. The

hatched lines and numbers Indicate the fourteen

van routes. Each square represents a section
one mile square. .

and a fully equipped chemical laboratory,
as good as any found in large town and
some city schools.  In the meantime we
are also using two old rural schools, one
of which we moved half a mile and the
other four miles, and we have a hall rented
for the agricultural class in the winter
months. In the near future four addition-
al rooms will be added to the gchool.

Our teaching stafl consists of seven,
the principal, H. J. Iveral, salary
$1,500; Mr. Merrell, salary $1,200; Mr
Thompson, agricultural teacher, salary
$1,500, and four lady teachers: Miss
Anderson, Miss Coppinger, Misg Umphrey
and Miss Brooks, with salaries of $650,
which is rather small consideringithe
efficient work they are doing.  "T'he pupils
take the regular school course from Grade
I to Grade X1. Sewing, raffia work, manual
training, blacksmith work, farm book-
keeping, ete.,, are also taught.

Keeping the Children at Home

It was stated above that the con-
solidated gchool helps to keep-the boys
and girls on the farm. The reasons q-‘miyi-
fying this assertion are outlined briefly
:;r follows:

Our consolidated school gives them the
same educational advantages as they
would get in a city, with the additional
benefit of the privilege of living in the
country. It gives them a gtmd education
and a special education in agriculture.
Then they are fitted to meet men and
women on an equal footing. They have
learned that farming is a busginess and
4 science and a most intricate one.  The
education opens their eyes to the possibil-
ities  and oppl/r?lmitil:ﬁs at, home. [t
teaches them to be more efficient workers
and splendid citizens instead of educatin
them away from the farmsg and the rura
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_AVING on your roof
doesn’t mean buying a
cheap roof. Divide the
cost of your roof by the
number of years it lasts.

NEPONSET Paroid Roofing is longer on the roof— because
longer ‘“in the making.”” Every foot is made, not on the ‘‘how
fast’” but on the ““how good can it be made’’ principle —the only
sure way to make a roofing absolutely reliable and 100% weather-
and waterproof.

You buy roofing for an investment, but a half-made ‘“hurry-up’* roofing is

the worst kind of investment.  You pay almost as much. What do you get?
A quick spoiling roof—half a roof—a constant nuisance and source of expense.

The good old reliable
NEPONBET

PAROID

ROOFING

is one of the oldest ready roofings made. The first roofs put on sixteen years
ago are still in service.

Paroid costs per square foot less than 2/10 of a cent per year. Paroid all
over the sides of your barn will make it snug and warm. It is less expensive
than other good sidings.

Paroid is only one of the NEPONSET Roofings. There are others meet-
ing every requirement and pocket book. . Granitized Shingles for pitch roofs,
PROSLATE the colored roofing, and other roofings for all kinds of buildings,
from temporary sheds to the largest railroad buildings.

A Substitute for Laths and Plaster — NEPONSEF Wall Board —in different
finishes may be applied directly to studding or over old plaster.

Sold by Dealers Everywhere
Booklet ‘‘ Repairing and Building”’ FREE

If you do not knowthe NEPONSET

dealer in your town write for his & Bird & Sen, 351 Helntzman ":" Hamiiten, Ont.
name. If there is no dealer there = | Please send free booklet ™ Repairing and
i X e +  Building' and samples of
we have,a special proposition to 3 Pecaks el
a a : - ’aroid roslate
make you. We pay the freight, ¢ Roofing Roofing
BIRD & SON : Granitized NEPONSET
Established 1795 : Shingles Wall Board
361 Heintzman Bldg., Hamilton, Ont. = Signed .....ccoiovvmmniinsiimnsisssmmsissmsnssssssesssn
Warehouses in all principal cities B ORI A o
i Province ......

12inch ..................92.00

13 and 14 inch .......... 2.28
16 and 16 inch .......... 2.50
8 InelM:.; . il iiveiinne ... 2,78

F.0.B. Winnipeg

We will save you money on reaches, harrow teeth, clevices, doubletrees, 3 and 4
horse hitches, shafts, wire fencing, etc. Send for Catalogue.

THE JOHN F. McGEE CO. ™ "W At |

YOU SHOULD KNOW ALL ABOUT THE GASOLINE ENGINE
THAT WON THE CONTEST AT WINNIPEG FAIR, JULY 1914

A Two Cent Hu-ms; or u Postal Card is all it will eost you, and you eannot afford to place
your order for an Engine, Grain Grinding, or Sawing Outit until you have resd our Catalog a
THE JUDSON LINE: MORE POWER PER 7}
Gasoline Engines GALLON OF FUEL g
Grain Crushers
Sawing Outtits’ SIMPLE and DURABLE D
Cream Separstors At the Lowest Priess (Il
Pumps, Fencing over Queled for 2 High
Hardware, Harness Grade,
Washing hulbu
$toves ‘
Sewing Machines MAKE FARM LIFEA
Grain Elevators PLEASURE °

OUR NEW BIG FREE CATALOG will help you solve your labor lems and show
how to save money on high grade {arm supplies. gont free on reg Write te-day

C. $. JUDSON CO. LIMITED

WRITE FOR OUR PLOW SHARE LIST—Prices as follows : 12-i,, $2.00; 14-s., $2.25; 16-ln., $2.28




