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dafine ita meaning but the word was net contained in any
dictionary sccessibls %o ua, I asked My, Jomes to hunt the
word uwp in the Jtandard Dictionary and let me kxnow how it
was defined as I had the inmpression that the dictionary
lizited ths temm to machines su ported by gliding rlight,

'X had always had the idea that the word ®aerodrome"
had baen codned by Langley by coempounding together two Greck
vords nere (alr) and dramos (®a course, race, running; flight;
s fleeing; escape)®, The word “dramos® being dorived from
®dramein® Lhe infinitive ol » verd weaning *to run®,®to move
quickly®; it is obvioua that the root meuning of ®*asrodrome®
iz ®alr runner®,

I find, upon examination, that I was nistakem in
supposing that the word "aspedrone® originated with LMQ;]..:.
The Smithsonian correspondence hag revealed the Tact that
Prof. Langley corresponded with Preof. B,L. Gildersloeve, the
distinguished Profossor of Greek at Johns Nopkins University
concerning a suitable nane for his machine,

In a letter to Pref, Lengley, dated, Oct. 30, 1890,

PAr of ., Gudaralqm Baysse

*The word you want is made £o your hand

in (asro=dremed) ®*air runner®,
'% have anytihing to say inst
a Oreek word that is found in the Lexicen®,

Again under date, November 4, 1890, Prof, Gilderw

clecve sayes=

-drome® connotes swiftness,
the *dremedary”, is the "swift camel®, The main
:l'ung is %0 get a v'vord of falrly classie formate
fon, fairly suggestive (not exhaustive) of the
and wholly easy of | ronuncistiomn, Modern

Seiontific nomenclature is based on definition.




