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A Prayer for Faith.
ffierna! Power of earth and air, 

l n«een, >et seen fo all around,
Remote, but dwelling everywhere,

Though fih-nt. beard in every found.

If e'er thy car in mercy bent
When wretched mortals cried to Thee ; 

And if, indeed, Thy Son was sent 
To save lost sinners such as me ;

Then hear me now, while kneeling here 
i lilt to Thee roy heart and eye,

And all my soul ascends in prayer,
Mil. y, ' me — ,/irr me faith ! I cry.

Without some glimmering in my heart
I could cot raise this fervent prayer ; 

Ru! oh, a’stronger light impart,
And in thy mercy fix it there.

While Faith is with me I am blest ;
II turns my darkest night to day ;

But while 1 clasp it to roy breast
I often feel it slide away.

Then, cold and dark, my spirit sinks,
To see n.y light of life depart ;

And every liend of hell methinks,
Enjoys the anguish ot my heart.

What shall I do, if all my love,
My hopes, my toils, are east away,

And if there be no God above 
To hear and bless me when I pray ?

7
!f this be vain delusion all,

If death be an eternal sleep,
And none .-an hear my secret call, 

i >f see the silent tears 1 weep ?

( )h help me God '. for thou alone 
Canst my distracted soul reieive ; 

Forsake it rot ; it is thine own,
Though weak, yet longing to believe.

i >b, drive these cruel doubts away,
And make me know that thou art Gad ! 

A faith that shines by night and day 
Will lighten every earthly load.

If 4 believe that Jesus died,
And, waking, rose to reign above,

Ybi-n surely sorrow, em and pride,
Must yield to peace and hope and love,

And all the hiessfd words Ho said 
AY ill strength and holy joy impart ;

A shield of safety o’er my head,
A spring of comfort in my heart.

— Anne P.rmr*.

Religious ittisceUann.
t p«u the Christ bin Observer.

Remedy for Infidelity.

fall view. The Teacher ia seated : the glow j 
pf youth and the beauty of beneficence are 
I teaming from his countenance, and, as the 
multitudes are wailing in silent admiration, 
he makes a public manifesto of the nature of 
iiis kingdom, illustrating the spirit and pre
cepts of that Law given on Sinai 1,500 
years before.

He begins, and the first word he pronoun
ces speaks of blessedness within—of the heart 
—the pure sacred joy which ho would dif
fuse through all that listening throng.
“ Blessed are the poor in spirit ; for their'e 
is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are they 
that mourn ; for they shall he comforted. 
Blessed are the meek ; for they shall inherit 
the earth. Blessed are they which do hun
ger and thirst after righteousness ; for they 
shall be filled. Blessed are the merciful ; 
for they shall obtain mercy. Blessed nr? 
the pure in heart; for they shall see God. 
Blessed are the peace-makers; for they 
-hall be called the children of God."

“ What new doctrines we bear !” was no 
doubt the thought, if not the exclamation, ol 
many in that throng ol listeners. They had 
imagined that the rich, the proud and the 
great, wdkg the happy; and they now hear 
for the first time, that the poor in spirit, 
those who sorrow for their sins, the humble, 
the merciful, the pure in heart, the peace
makers, are the happy—blessed of God in 
this life and in the lile to come. What joy
ful emotions swell their hearts ! With what 
delight they listen to his words of love 1 
Did they regard him as an impostor ? Did 
ever enthusiast fanatic or impostor teach in 
this strain ? Had you been present, would 
you not have said, “ Truly this is the Mes
siah, of whom Moses and the Prophets 
wrote—the Son of God, the friend of sin
ners, in whom alone I will treat for eternal 
life."—Christian Observer.

Hod is to l>e feared ’ Think not that hie .aid' ol the city, for the benefit of the vast 
anger burns only against the open and de- numbers of business men who spend the 
fiant transgressor. It is not only the overt day in that neighbourhood. The Duane 
acts of men that are most offensive in his street Methodist Church was opened for the 
sight : our heart idolatries ; our contempt of purpose, which has become a place of great j 
that law which is holy, just, and good ; our religious interest; and, like all the others, j 
rejection of a Savior's blood ; and all our these meetings were well attended, and car- 
unnumbered, but by us, unnoticed sms, ried on with great spirit and order. All I 
must lie answered for in that dread hour fbese meetings are wholly extra-ecclesiasti- 
when the heart and flesh shall fail ; all are ! cal. They are under the direction of » well 
registered, and wilhappear when “ the books known and highly valuable association of 
shall be opened.” To him who, in a mo-, Christian young men, who take the general 
ment, Is swept away by the breath of God’s ! oversight of them, both in their appointment 
anger, and to him who awaits the common I and their general dire ttPO when assembled.
summons of us all, the result is the same, if 
ou' of Christ. “ Except ye repent, yc shall 
all likewise perish.—Episcopal llerorder.

The fruits of infidelity are seen in the 
desecration of the Sabbath by thousands in 
me iity .,ml through the country, in the 
utter disregard with which they treat the 
claims ot ttie Gosp. 1. li ia also seen in the 
revelry, profaneness, intemperance, and 
other vices which abound in large numbers, 
whose hearts are supremely devoted to sen
suality and the world. How vast the num
ber m this boasted Christian land, who seem 
tfive and die as il there was no God, in 
their apprehension, or as ii the claims of Di
vine law to tli-ir obedience were suspended l 
The cause of this prevailing unbelief is 
an “ ceil heart." It is because they are ali- 
mated Ironi God in the spirit of their minds, 
that men will not look up to God as their 
Father, ai d to Jesus Christ as their Savi
our ami friend, and confide in his righteous» 
ne- for salvation. Men do not reject the 
uospie! ol Christ by reason of any defect in 
tl. ‘evidences of its truth. Depraved and 
corrupt by rm'urc, unwilling to yield their 
l. art- tn the authority of God, they exclude 
the whole subject from their thoughts as far 
as possible, and without enquiry or much 
concern th y spend their days ol probation, 
ari l soon [ass from—the world to tbe judg
ment seat of Christ.

Is there any remedy lor this spiritual stu
por sen: in the practical infidelity of the 
age,' .What can the private Christian do 
lu rave Lis fri nda and neighbors from its 
jiower He. can ask thorn lo read with at
tention the evangelical histories of that won
derful man, Je-us of Nazareth, and inqaire 
as they r- al who lie was, why he came into 
the world,-who he taught such doctrines, why 
he performed such miracles of power and 
love, why lie delivered himself up to die, 
and whether he did in reality rise from the 
dead and ascended to heaven. Any one 
can invite ibe attention of a sceptic or un
believer to these facts, and ask him to de
cide the question for himself—IIas Jesus the 
Sou of (dad ? or was he an impostor 1 He 
wa either the one or the other. These 
ere the only suppositions that can be made 
in the ca:e» And if an infidel will seriously 
&‘ l patiently examine the questions, his 
uoubts will be removed. He will recognize 
that wonderful Man of Nazareth, the triend 
tf sinners, the Lord from heaven. He will 
ree the evidences of his character on every 
page oi the Gospel. Let us return, for ex
ample, to the fifth chapter of Matthew, and 
.contemplate the scene presented.

Here is a vast multitude of people, Gali« 
leans, boatmen from the lake, little traders 
■from the neighboring villages, and laborers 
from the fie;d i and vineyards of the sur
round.r,p eourcr /, assembled on the shores 
of the lake. Among them were a few of the 
more cultivated citizens of Jerusalem, whose 
cofIuidc ami address bespoke their position. 
The young ra..n who bad brought this au
dience together had been reared asacarpen- 
ter, in bumble eircumeiances, far removed 
from the circles of wealth and splendor. 
Only a lew months had ejap-ed since he \ 
enteri d on a mission as a Keligicus Teach- j 
er. The fame of his miracle at Cana, ehang- I 
ing water into wine, the restoration of the 
ruler’s son la health by a word, and of other I 
works of the kind, had spread throughout] 
Syria, and had brought together the great j 

- concourse now assembled near the margin of j 
the lake, to see and hear them. He with- j 
draws from the shore to a neighboring emi
nence, followed by I'gter and James and 
John and his other disciples, leaving the ex- 

• pectant multitode standing on the extended 
plane before him. The Sea of Galilee ia 
spread out before him, fringed with the leafy 
palms. At the south, Mount Tahoe rfaea ia

Our Religious Exchanges.
Few people imagine how much useful so

lid reading there is in a single relyious 
newspaper ; no such paper ought to be de
stroyed, unless it be for the purpose of cat
ting oat and preserving some of the most 
important pieces. We have many times 
copied an article, rather than mutilate the 
paper. But we do not lay the papers care
fully away, to be eaten w th the mould of 
years—that is hiding a talent in the earth ; 
it is kicking money up in a drawer, benefit- 
ting nobody, while its use is lo*t to the 
world, its interest is wasted. We carefully 
lay our religious exchanges away, and hate 
it worthy roan, Mr. Jo-tph Harris to ceuie 
ihe first of the month, and distribute them 
among the sailors of ship» which are just 
h aving port ; and in one instance, among 
many, when a vessel returned from a long 
voyage, the sailors deputized one cl their 
cumber to wait on Mr. Harris, to express 
their beart-fclt obligations for the enjoyment 
■hey btto derive.d from the read ing matter 
which üe furnished them, ar.d presented 
him with a handsome sum of money as an 
inducement to him to continue in Ids work 
cf benevolence, in distributing reiig'.ous pa
pers, tracts and books thus.

And in this connection, the thought has 
often occurred to us, what comfort, whnt en
couragement, what cheer Las a" newspaper 
article, of even ball a dozen tines, written 
with spirit, vigor and point, carried to the 
heart of the lonely sailor far at set. or the 
prisoner irt his dreary dungeon ! for' come 
of our papers are sent there al-o. We tell 
you, readers, that man has lived lo purpose, 
who has penned for a paper three lines of 
stirring thought. Thus it ought to be con
sidered a privilege to be allowed to write 
for a religious newspaper, provided there is 
the talent to do it well.

Let the clergy, then, and all persons of 
intellect, leisure, and a heart for good, make 
it a weekly task to compose a few lines for 
their daily paper—lines which paint some 
burning thought as it leaps from the brain, 
keen a^ a Damascus blade ; and which 
swells op from the heart, all luscious 
with the love of human kind—a thought 
which shall kindle up humanities in the liv
ing now scattered over land and sea, and 
w ill continue lo do it, may be, until the last 
wave of time lias been lost in eternity’s 
ocean.

We had rather l>e the writer of an eight 
et ten lined paragraph, thought worthy of 
being quoted in the Ameiiean Messenger, 
or the Illustrated Christian Almanach, with 
their half million of readers, than to be the 
author of any volume ever published by (lie 
great ” Unknown,” or the immortal “ Boz," 
—a paragraph for enduring good, not for 
the glittering glory of an hour, and as false 
as it is fair.—Hall's Journal of Health.

Religious intelligence. 
The Revival.

(From the N. Y. Christian Advocate and Journal ) 
Its Progress—Union Prayer-meetings—In 

the Dutch Church—John-street Church— 
Burton's Old Theatre—Duane street 
Church—Daily Prayer-meetings in the 
Churches—Héritais in the Methodist 
Churches of New-York and Brooklyn— 
Among other Denominations.
We continue to chronicle the progress of 

the “ great awakening,” which we rejuice 
to say is still spreading in unprecedented 
power in all parts of the country. We have 
endeavoured to collect some of its facts and 
incidents, which will he found in the appro
priate columns ; but we find it difficult to 
obtain these in definite shape, and so rapid 
is the progress of the work that, while our 
accounts are passing through the press, the 
state of things is so changed that our news 
becomes quite antiquated. We have, how
ever, brought together such facts as we 
have been able to lay hold of, though it 
must be remembered that our record makes 
no pretensions to completeness.

The great novel feature of this revival is 
the “ Union Prayer-meetings,'" to which 
references have olten been made, but no full 
account of them has hitherto come under 
our notice. We will therefore give a brief 
sketch of them. During Ihe prevalence of 
the money crisis last fall, a few pious per
sons agreed lo meet daily, from twelve to 
one, for prayer, with special reference lo 
the financial distress them experienced.— 
These meetings were held in one of the 
small rooms attached lothe Reformed Dutch 
Church, nt the corner of Fulton and Wil
liam streets, and were under the direction 
of the Young Men’s Christian Association,

A suitable person if selected each day to 
conduct the exercise^ generally a layman, 
who at Ihe appointed time announces a 
hymn, which is sung by the congregation ; 
this is followed by a prayer by the leader, 
or some other person designated by him.— 
Sometimes, though net always, a short pas
sage of Scripture is read, and briefly re
marked upon. The farther exercises con
sist of hymns, usually announced by the 
lender, volunteer prayers, and speaking; all 
of which are desired to be immediately 
directed to some definite point, and in no 
cose is any single exercise to exceed three 
minutes in length. Prayers are often re- 
quested for friends or relatives ; of all char
acters, and sustaining all sorts of relations 
to the petitioners. Thrilling accounts of 
personal experience afe sometimes given, 
and statements of remarkable conversion» 
are frequent, with occasional exbeetations ; 
which as they must be brief, are generally 
pointed and pungent. Persons from distant 
places tell of the work of revival nt their 
domes ; and requests for prayer, both writ
ten and vocal, are presetted in large num
bers. So passes the hour ; and pseeMy at 
its close, though often while the feelings of 
the assembly seem to beat the highest point, 
the doxology is rung and the meeting closed^ 

Daily prayer-meetings are also held In a 
large number of our city churches ; and in 
the churches of Brooklyn, and other places 
in the vjcinity. These are generally con
nected with the Churches, and they are 
usually conducted by ministers; though lay
men, and women, too, have a large share in 
their proceedings. Tlwfsw also, for the 
moat pert, “anion meetings," in which a 
number of Churches, often of different de
nominations, co-operate. Just how many of 
these there are or have lieen we are unable 
to Fay. Two weeks ago it wqa said that no 
less than nine Methodist Churches were 
then open daily for prayer. In some of 
these the daily meetings have probably been 
di-e mtinued ; but they have been commenc
ed in others ; and, after pStty thorough in
quiry, we find that ah!»n-'vt'T^ry Methodist 
Church, here and Brooklet, is in a state

accounts are given. At Dr. Cbeever’s 
Church, on Union Square, in this city, there 
is a really powerful revival now in progress ; 
meetings are held both day and night, and a 
large number hare professed conversion.— 
The Presbyterians, (both and New 
Schools,) the Reformed Dutch, the Baptists, 
and a part of the Episcopalians, are also 
actively engaged in the promotion of the re
vival, and are receiving most remarkable 
tokens of Ihe Divine favor. The Methodist 
Protestent Churches are fully engaged in 
the work end are sharing largely in Uâ be
nefits.' Such are some of the facts of this 
wonderful work of the Spirit, in which all 
truly devout souls must rejoice and give 
thanks to God.

prophets is realized, and converts fly as 
clouds and as doves to their windows. Al
ready the conversions of the past winter 
may be numbered Vy tens of thousands.— 
X. T. Independent.-:

or to tempt me with evil." When visited 
by the physician, she inquired it he tin u.ztit 
he could relieve her, and upon his expn se
ing his doubt- »he replied, “ I do nut » >jh, 
for myself, to lira, but for those who hoe

r
lira, luit

Prayer hfing offered to God, if con
sistent with His will to spare her, fIu- re
sponded with affecting tenderness ami r ag
nation, “Thy will be done. Thy will I» 
done.” When it was seen that the ni l , ie 
administered did not produce the A-nod 
effect, «die gave op all hopes of liv, «nj 
besought her weeping relatives to gi\e her 
up, and urged upon them, as her dying re
quest, that they would meet her in hi ;n. n. 
She asked what it was to be a good Chris
tian ; what it was to be prepared tudir , and 
being told it was to love the Lord with all 
the heart, she said, with great emotion, • O! 
I do love my Savior with all my Inert, 
mind, soul and itrength."

" Take my poor besrt and let it bs 
For ever olesed to ell but (tier.''

She requested her father to pray for lier, 
and ebe then prayed moet fervently fur hi r- 
self, and far each member of the family, 
but especially for her brother, who was 
the only one of tj>e family that had not 
professed faith io 'Ihe Sariour ; and so be
lieve the effect will not soon be forgotten— 
As she approached her end she seemed to 
rejoice in the prospect of death, exhorted all 
she law to seek the Lord and lo prepare 
lor a dying—called her sister to her side 
and laid, “ O ! Mary, I am going to Jesus, I 
am going to Jesns. If this Is dying, dying

« What aie all my «ofleHags here,
If, Lord, thoe eouol’at me meet,"

01 it ia this sense of meetneie that robe 
death of ita sting, for “ the ating of death is 
ain."

Our dear sister experienced the blessed- 
nee# of the promise mad# to the people of 
God, “ He will swallow up death in rictory.” 
Isa. xxv. 8. And thfa ia victory, to van- 
quish fear by faith, and live in death il-w lf. 
When she came to stand hand to hand, and 
foot to foot with the “ Inst enemy,” she cnuld 
about triumphantly, “ O ! death where is thy 
sting." “ Thanks be unto God which gm tn 
us the victory, through our Lord Je,us 
Christ," aa she passed away

M Up to the field where engeli lie,
And living wwteni gently ro'.L’*

to inherit a victoria crown, and to be for
“ever with the Lord." Her funeral w«s 
attended Uy a large number of mourning re
latives and friend*, who were addressid nu 
the occasion by the writer, Irom l'hifippians 
iii. 20, 21. “ For our conversation i- in 
heaven ; from whence alao we look fur the 
Saviour, Ihe Lord Jesus Christ, who oln.il 
change our vile body, that it may he la-h lou
rd like unto his glorious body, aiyoid.iig io 
the working whereby ho ia able evin to sub
due all things unto himself."

Alter the close ol the service, we com
mitted her body to tbo tomb, in eonlidout 

hope of a resurrection to el.rna! hie."
41 God my Redeem or lives,

And ever from the -kies 
Look* down eud Welches a li my itu.t,

•Till he shell bid me me ' 4
W. W. IV.itM.ns.

Xushwaak, March 24, lSüd.

Uoséoese men were Invited to drop in any ......... ........... ................... _ _______
time daring the hour, and remain, ei:her i 0j reTjva|. while accounts from all parts of 
to the close, or only a few minutes, accord- ] (he roantry indicate the, almost universal 
ing to their wishes and opportunities. By ’ pr,.„a!en(.e 0f ,[,„ Spirit ot awakening and 
a tacit agreement it was understood that convert;nij grace. *
controverted theological questions should be ; Among the Churches which were most 
avoided. At first these meetings were at- , signa|!y i|,voted during the earlier part ol 
tended by only a few each day, yet the in- !winleri are ,ho*e in Cbarry-street, For 
teresl manifested by them seemed to justify „ylh--etre*t, Alien-street. Jane-etreet, and 
their continuance. As the winter rame on ] [.•,,,:f.;h-6trcet, in this city ; in Brooklyn, 
the interest increased, ami the daily prayer- : |he (\.Il!cr!ary, the Wasfflngton-sieet, the 
meeting became a sort of religious exchange. I pq , t.5treet, l)eK«lb Avenue, and the York- j 
Persons from various and distant pert* of j Churches; and in Williamsburgh, the I
the country who wr-re visiting the city on j ( ,[ie South Second-street, and North I
business, were attracted lo them, and often : [.qui,-street Churches were all largely fa- 
contnbuted to their interest by statements , vorel[ wi|b ,[,p Spirit of revival, and receiv- 
respecting the progress of religion in their |considerable accessions, early in the 
several localities. With the growth ol the1 - ......
spirit ol revival in the city these meetings 
became mure and more the centre of atirite- 
tion, till at length the crowd of daily atten
dants became too large lor the space. Ano
ther room in the same edifice, was procured, 
and another meeting organized, and this, 
too, was in a short time, overcrowded.—
Next the lecture-room ol the church was 
opened, and so three meetings were carried 
on simultaneously in the same building.—
By this lime the affair had become pretty 
fully noised abroad, and persons began to 
attend from other than purely devotional 
motives, and soon the whole space was 
thronged at every meeting, and many who 
tried, failed to gain admittance. During all 
this time the religious character of the mect- 
incs seemed rather to increase than other-

winler. In most of these Churches the 
work of revival is still in progress, though 
generally io a less degree than in some ol 
tiio-c in which tho work has begun more re-
cent'y.

Within the last few weeks the revival 
spirit has seemed lo pervade all the Church
es, so that only extraordinary cases elicn 
special attention. In the Seventh-street 
Church the work proceeded for two or three 
weeks witli unusual spirit, and nearly a hun
dred souls professed conversion, chiefly 
young persons connected with the families 
of the members. In the Seventeenth-street 
Chttrch the revival broke out with great 
and solemn power,"some two weeks since, 
and is still in progress. In the Twenty- 
seventh-sireet Church, the extent and pow
er of the revival almost exceeds comparison.

wise, and the exercises became increasingly j jt hus been in progress about four weeks, 
solemn and earnest. After a while applica
tion was made for the use of the John street 
Methodist Church, wbo-e location in the 
very heart of the business portion of the 
town specially adapted it for that purpose.
.At first the attendance in this new locality 
was comparatively small, estimated at from

and the conversions are counted by hun
dreds. This Church has jroe of the best 
Sunday schools in the world, and a large 
share of the converts, the more aged as well 
as the youth, have been brought under the 
influence of Ihe Gospel by ils efficient 
agency. Very strongly marked revivals

one to two hundred, but it increased rapidly, , „]g0 ,-or j,ome Weeks been in progress
and soon the whole church was tilled, anil | |n tj|e [torcl-stre-et and the Thirty-fourth

God is to be Feared.
A few years since, a party were engaged 

in cutting timber on the head waters of the 
Kennebec Hiver, in Maine. The company 
who engage in this adventurous business, 
usually consist of from ten to twenty hardyr 
athletic men, who arc sent off, from No
vember to April, in the den e forest, on 
some of the tributaries of Maine’s noble 
rivers, where they erect their mammoth fire.

One of the number, whom they call 
•" cook," prepares their frugal meals ; and 
alter supper, when seated round their cheer
ful fire, their merry profanity often shows 
plainly that “ God is not in all their 
thoughts.”

It is a vocation of some danger, especially 
to those who are engaged in felling Ihe 
stately pines—for in their downward flight, 
they oiler, bend, half-way lo the earth, the 
small trees, in whose tops sutne of the 
branches cling; then, in springing back to 
ll eir upright position, they throw them wtth 
great force, and sometimes fatal to the chop
pers.

In one of these half-civilized homes, on 
an evening, when all wa- jollity and heaven- 
d lying rrnrth, the conversation turned on 
the danger to which we have already allud
ed, and one of tho men who feared not 
Cod, said, with an oath, “ God Almighty is 
not quick enough io kill me with a tree .

The morning came, and he went out witu 
L-s fnate to fell trees. Their sturdy bows 
were given one by one, till the last llia. lai 
prostrate their first tree for the morning ; 
hut ere the echo of its fall was heard, a 
rinall branch, lodged in the top of a slender 
spruce, was thrown with fatal aim, as by the 
band of the Almighty, and striking the man 
on the head, without uttering a word or 
groan, he passed into eternity.

sought admittance than could find 
room. Then the lecture-room of the 
Church was opened, and immediately it was 
filled io its utmost capacity ; and so for more 
than a month past there have been five 
daily prayer-meetings In progress during 
the first hour of Ihe afternoon, in these t»o
churches. .

Thu time of these meetings was arranged 
to accommodate the great mass of those 
who spend the day in that locality, and

j street Churches. Other of our Churches, 
whose reports have been given before, and 
some yet (o report, have been graciously 
favored.

The ca«o with the Hinson Place Char^ 
in Brooklyn, is truly remarkable, evA 
among th. wonderful events which we are 
now permitted to witness. That church 
was dedicated about two months ago, and a 
gracious revival commenced with the dedi
catory services, and has continued to the

usually take their dinners between twelve ; present time. The house has not been
and one o’clock. But for another, though.................................................- -
less numerous class, the time was found to 
he entirely unfavourable. Persons whose 
duties are connected with the banks and ex
change, and those engaged with the courts, 
are wholly confined lo their separate places 
till after that hour. To accommodate these 
a meeting is hfdd in the lecture-room of the 
John street church at half-past three o clock, 
which is also well attended.

The interest shown in these down-town 
meetings encouraged the association to make 
a similar trial further up town ; and accord
ingly Burton's old theatre, (which has been 
for some time disused.) situated on Charn-

clo cd for a whole day since its first open
ing, and night after night its ample audience- 
room, which will seat about fourteen hun- 
dr< d persons, has been crowded, and hun
dreds have sought and fottod peace at its al
tar. A work of peculiar interest is also 
sa.d to be going torward in the old Sands- 
strect Church, and also at First Place.

The South Filth-street Church, in Wil- 
liamsburgh has been very graciously visited 
during the last two or three weeks, and a 
large number of young persons have pro
fessed conversion. We hear also of a work, 
of great power in the South Third-street 
Church, and also in the Church at Green

hers street, directiy back of the Cuy flail, ^ Point. In this enumeration we have put 
was procured and opened about two weeks j down only those of which we have been 
sir.ee, lor a noon-day meeting. The bold
ness and novelty ot this movement produced
something of a sensation, and drew from 
the very first “ a full house,” among whom 
were many more used to the place tban to 
the kind of performances now to b witness
ed there. At this time the meeting at this 
place is, both on account of its central posi
tion, and the spaciousness of the edifice, 
as well as from the novelty of attending a 
prayer-meeting in a theatre, the principal 
point of attraction, though without sensibly 
diminishing the crowds at other places ; and 
many arc known to come from the neigh
bouring cities and country to attend them. 
The exercises are usually earnest, simple, 
and deeply interesting.

A short time since a similar movement
wae made for a meeting on Ihe North-Hirer

ai.le to obtain d< finite and reliable informa
tion. Other Chutcltes are probably enjoy
ing equally extensive and powerful displays 
of saving power, of which we hope to he 
able to give fuller accounts hereafter. We 
have il.o sgtisfactinn of being assured that 
in the foregoing we have not at all over
stated this blessed interest ; and probably 
when the whole shall come to be known, it 
will appear that our accounts are very short 
of the reality.

Among many of the evangelical Cherches 
of other denomination» the work of revival 
has been scarcely less remarkable than in 
our own. The Congregatioiialiats ye es
pecially active, and seem lo be reaping an 
abundant recompense far their laban 
From Mr. Beecher's *4 Dr.

General Revival of Religion.
It is already known to bur readers that a 

general revival of religion, of unusual inter
est and power, has been in progress for 
some time past, and still continue», extend
ing over almost the whole country, and par- 
ticularly in the East and West. We hare 
from time to time alleded to the progress of 
the work, aad given many of the meet re
markable and cheering instances of it, com
municated by oor own correspondents In va
riées parts ot the country, and gathered from 
oor numerous exchanges of all denomina
tions. We hare mentioned also that the 
general religious feeling thus awakened is 
prevalent to an unusual degree in our large 
cities, in many of which numerous special 
prayer meetings have been thronged every 
day of the week for week» and eveo month* 
past. It would be impossible to publish in 
ear columns even a tithe of the accounts 
that come into oar hands from all directions, 
of the continual spreading of this divine 
work, aod of the striking manifestations of 
the presence and power of God both in and 
out of the churches. To give simply the 
figures is unsatisfactory, and to give the cir
cumstance» impossible. Many of the Me
thodist pepers.devote several columns week
ly to revival intelligence, consisting of brief 
accounts of revivals, written chiefly by the 
ministers in whose churches they occur, giv
ing the statistics of the conversions, the ages 
and sexes of the converts, and closing usual
ly with a text from Scripture, or a verse 
from a hymn. These notices, thus written, 
have a stereotyped sameness, which makes 
the reading, if not unprofitable, at least tire
some. A Baptist journal in this city a 
week or two since digested Ihe revival no
tices which had appeared in all its exchange» 
for two week» previous, into a table ol ata- 
tiatjaa.aiviaasimply the nam.» of place» 
and the numbers of conversions, without 
any fbrthei information or remark. Such a 
column, in our judgment, while it may lie 
looked at as a matter of curiosity, can 
hardly be read ; and if each a plan were to 
be followed in our own pap*rewe doubt 
whether it would be either to the interest or 
edification of our readers. We have always 
been in fhe habit, and shall continue it, of 
publishing such instances as are of special 
interest, in which the circumstances and re
sults of a revival to be made known, would 
do good, By inciting other churches or indi
viduals to similar activity and zeal. We 
object, on the one hand, to a bare and dry 
statistical statement, and on the other to an 
affected sentimentalism which is too com
monly the characteristic of revival reports, 
and which ought to be considered as bad 
Irate equally in religious writing as in any 
other.

The first manifestation of the present gen
eral awakening was in New England, par
ticularly in Coont-cticut and Massachusetts, 
from which the spirit of revival spread ra
pidly through the Middle and Western 
States, or rather broke out almost simulta
neously in all. Everywhere the number of 
conversions and of additions to the churches 
has been unprecedented. No similar revi
val has passed over the country since tbe 
14 Great Awakening ” in New England, in 
the days of Jonathan Edwards. And the 
present far exceeds the former in the extent 
ol the work, h is not marked by the same 
intensified’enthusiasm and excitement that 
followed tbe preaching of Whitfield, or the 
revivals at the beginning of the present cen
tury, in which various physical convulsive 
demonstrations were witnessed among per
sons under conviction of sin. Oa the con
trary, the present awakening everywhere 
gives evidence of calmness, and freedom 
from wild and unregulated excitement. An 
unusual enthusiasm prevails, but we bear of 
no viofent and extraordinary demonstration 
anywhere.

In this city the progress of the work is 
most encouraging. The Methodist churches 
in particular have been greatly stirred. A 
Christian of this denomination remarked to us 
recently that there was hardly a Methodist 
church in New York or Brooklyn that was 
not in the full tide of a revival. Their min
isters say that they have never witnessed an 
equal work of grace. In the Congregation
al churches, extra prayer-meetings are held 
in the Broadway Tabernacle, in this city, 
the Church of the Pilgrims, and Plymouth 
Church, Brooklyn ; and in Dr. Cheever’s, 
services are held every night in the week. 
Nineteen persons have been propounded to 
be received into this church next Sunday, 
on profession of faith. .In the Reformed 
Dutch churrches, revivais are in vigorous 
progress, with fruits already gathered. 
Among the Old School Preslfcyerian church
es, we have heard of no special indications 
of awakening, while in several of the New 
School large numbers of conversions have 
recently occurred.

It is one of the signs of the times that re
vivals of religion are reported by the daily 
press aa matters of intelligence important to 
their readers. These reports may not be 
made with very nice discrimination, nor al
ways in good taste. In some instances the 
reporter betrays an unskilful hand, in others 
an uncongenial spirit. Criticisms upon 
prayers and exhortations are made with the 
same tone as criticisms upon an opera or a 
play, and the eager newsmonger is more ap
parent than the sage and reverent chronicler 
of a work of D.vine mercy.

It is more than twenty years since New 
York was the scene of so general a revival 
of religion as is now in progress. Indeed 
tbe present work of grace is already more 
extensive and more impressive than were 
tbe memorable seasons from 1830 to 1835. 
The weekly records of religious intelligence 
hare kept our readers advised of the increas-

cuy, iü I

Montreal Prayer Meetings.
] A few weeks ago, the Ministers of sever- 
! al of the Churches in this city agreed lo ask 
their congregations to assemble for a series 

| of daily union prayer meetings These 
meetings have proted a means of uwaken- 

1 ing much interest in religion.
I The basement of the American Church 
not being large enough to accommodate the 
daily increasing numbers, the body ol the 
Church has been thrown open, and was 
quite filled lo day.

Other meetings are held io several of the 
Churches aod other places

In Great St. James Street Wesleyan 
Church, the meetings, at 7 a it and 12 noon, 
are increasing in interest and numbers. The 
noon meeting ia now held in the large lec
ture room, where many b usines* men, aa 

tiles ladies and others, daily resort to 
ind half an hoar in prayer. This place, 

so easily accessible, and yet sofficiently re
tired from the noise of tbe street, is likely 
soon to be filled.

In the Gabriel Street Wesleyan Church,, 
Griffintown meetings are held every night, 
and many conversions have taken place.— 
The attendance and interest night after 
night ia wonderful.

In Quebec Suburbs, a series of daily pray
er meeting from bouse to house, are in pro
gram. To-night, Mr. Fern’s house, at tbe 
Queen's Square, was crammed with per
sons anxious to be present at the prayer 
meeting.

The awakening in Montreal is commenc
ing nod spreading as it did in New York.— 
It in evidently the work of tbe Spirit of 
God, and we shall not be surprised In see 
most of oor Churches opened daily for 
prayer, and filled with earnest worshippers, 
before many weeks pass.—Montreal Gazette.

(Obituary Notices.
Died, at Westchester, Cumberland Co. 

March 13th, James J. D. Pubdt, in the 
80th year of his age, and fourth son of J. Q. 
Purdy, Esq. For several years James’ health 
hat not been very good, but be wes still able 
to get about and attend le business, until 
about a year since, when it became" unmistak
ably evident, that that fail dieeese, Consump
tion. hafl marked him ns one of it* many 
victims, so that notwithstanding the skill of 
the best physicians, and care of the kindest 
of parents brothers, and sisters, all efforts 
were baffled, and tbe insatiable monster laid 
tbe young, the dutiful, atfectionate, friendly, 
and good-hearted James Purdy low in 
death. Our dear friend, more especially 
daring the last six months, made the subject 
of tbe soul’s salvation his principal concern. 
During the eucceestve visits of the writer, 
fur he visited him frequently during his ill
ness, he found a manifest growth in grace, 
and as the outward man win evidently fail
ing, the inward was doubtless being renewed 
day by day. Some time before he died the 
subject of religion seemed uppermost with 
him, recommending it to all those who came 
into his sick room, exhorting them to pre
pare to meet their Gnd. M.iy God make 
this a sanctified affliction to all—both pa
rents and children have one less tie to earth, 
—and may father, mother, brothers, and 
sisters, all be so happy as to meet tbe child 
and brother in tbo#e bright mansions where 
“ God shall wipe away nil tears from their 
eyes, and there shall be no more death, nei
ther sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there 
be any more pain, for the former things are 
passed away." Tbe occasion was improved 
by the writer to a very large and deeply al- 
fected congregation, from Rev. xiv. 13.

**Ih«7 in J»«u«i and on- blfwt How calm thnr -lumtx-ra are !
Fro™ wafft-ring and f. om w«**a released,

And treed from every enure

Hiver Philip, March 3 Is/.
R. E. C.

Died, on the 17th March, at Nashwaak, 
York Co., N. B„ Catherine ISve, younge-t 
daughter of Mr. Martin Me Bean, of the 
above place, in the 17th year of her age.— 
Being blessed with Christian parents—con
sequently tbe child of many prayers,—and 
having constant accession to the means of 
grace, she was early convinced of her slate 
by nature, and ol the necessity of lhat 
change of heart for which provision is graci
ously made in the Gospel ftf Christ. Al
though she evinced occasional seriousness in 
early life it was not until the fall of 1853, in 
a revival of religion, under the ministry 
of Brother R: Tweedy, that she became 
fully decided to seek the Lord. She did 
not, as is too frequently the case with young 
persons, stifle her convictions, or allow them 
to pass away unimproved, but gave proof 
of her sincerity and earnestness by uniting 
herself with the people of God, and was a 
a constant attendant at Class, as a seeker of 
salvation—a practice by the way which 
we think is not sufficiently encouraged, and 
but too seldom adopted.

In the following spring, during a time of 
refreshing she obtained peace with God, 
through believing in Jesus, and was enabled 
to rejoice in the goodness and favor of God. 
She never after loat-tbe witness of her justi
fication of her acceptance with God, but 
continued to 44 grow in grace, and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 
Christ,” and was at once an humble and 
cheerful Christian. This we believe is 
mainly at'ribulable to her punctual and uni. 
form attendance upon the means of grace, 
especially the Class meeting, wbjch she al
ways seemed to enjoy, and from which she 
never absented htr„elf if it was possible for 
her to attend. In relating her religious ex
perience she always expressed herself as 
having a deep sense of her own unworthi- 
nese, and of the consequent necessity of a 
continued reliance upon the merits of Christ.

44 I the chief of sinner* am,
But Jeeiu died lor me."

About a w».-1' previous to her decease, 
she was tak F utlejM-niy ill, and her suffer
ings untj’4 db were of the most dis
tressing ci£. But, while her body 
was wrecked with torturing pain, she enjoyed 
great peace of mind. She aaid,44 My suffer- 

aro very aeverr bet they are

“THE WORLD'S (j It E T FATHER'S."

Died, at Leaver’s Ilill, Gabarits liny, 
Cape Breton, on tbe 24th inst., John I!a>. 
nai.l, aged til years. The tltcea-i fi «as 
born at Louieburg, on the 10th Oct., 17'.7. 
His father was a Sergeant-Major in tho 
army, and fought under Gen. \Voll«- at tin 
taking of that city from tne French. Mr. 
Bagnail waa brought to a knowledge of ti e 
truth more than thirty year* ago throut’h tic 
labors of Mr. Charlton, a We*le>*n L-cal 
preacher, and a faithful man of God, who 
was instrumental in tbe salvation of runny 
soul* and went long since triumphantly io 
liis reward. His veteran companion, Mr*.' 
Charlton, still stands in the rank* of the 
44 Militant embodied host,” and a* a (ring
leader and servant of the Church is worthy 
of being classed amongst those bon-,ruble 
women made mention of by tbe Apostle.

Tbe experience of the Patriarch whoso 
departure is now chronicled wa*, from the 
time of his conversion, that of unlalD ring 
confidence in God, and his life was distin
guished by a gentleness and Christian love 
which made it pleasant to come wiihin his 
influence, and now sweetens his memory in 
the breasts of those whom he has left be
hind. Almost his last words were, 44 1 wait 
his coming." He retained his consciousness 
to tho last, and sweetly fell asleèp in Jesus.

44 0, holy trust! O, »en*e of endlons re»t :
Like the beloved John 

To lay my head upon the Saviour's brent,
Aud thus to journey on.'4

14 Where ie the victory of the grave t 
What dust upon the Spirit lies?
God keeps tbe sacred fife be ;
The Patriarch never dies.44

: gave

Mr. Bagnail leaves a large circle of rela
tives and a mourning widow of four-score 
years whose hope is soon to meet her saint
ed husband in the realms of glory. His 
remains were 1 followed to the grave by a 
large concourse of people, and the occasion, 
was improved in a suitable discourse by the 
Wesleyan Minister.

F. W. Moore,
Sydney, March 30th.

Riches not Happiness —The late Mr. 
Girard, of Philadelphia, when surrounded 
by immense wealth, and supposed io b*- Lull
ing supreme delight in it si accummulat ■ n, 
wrote thus to a friend: “A* to my-'ff, 1 
live like a galley slave, constantly occupnd 
and often passing the night without skeptnp. 
I am wrapt in a labyrinth of affairs, and 
worn out with care. * 1 do not value fortune. 
The love of labor ie my highest einoiion.— 
When I rise in ihe morning, my only ■ if -it 
is to labor so hard during the day that when 
night comes 1 may be enabled to sl>-,-p 
soundly."

Infidels Thwarted.—Gibbon, Vol aire 
and Chesterfield, distinguished inhdel-, la
bored earnestly to overthrow tbe cau.-e of 
Christ. How has God, in His providence, 
thwarted all their plans ? Gibbon’s bouse 
at Lake Leman, it is said, is now a hotel, in 
which there is a room for the sale of Bibles ; 
Voltaire’s printing press, from which he 
scattered widely bis infidel tracts, has been 
appropriated to printing tbe Word of God, 
which he sought to destroy ; and Chester
field’s parlor, where an infidel club used to 
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