
t£e things which were spoken of Paul,” and that she 
was therefore “ baptized and her house.” From this 
house no one has the least authority to exclude chil­
dren, even young children, since there is nothin;.' in 
the history to warrant the nhnve mentioned roiijec- 
tures, and the word is in Scripture used expressly to 
include them. All is perfectly gratuitous on the part 
of the Baptists •, but, while there is nothing to sanc­
tion the manner in which they deal with this text, 
there is a circumstance s'ronglv confirmatory of the 
probability that the house of Lydia, according^» the 
natural import of the word rendered house or family, 
contained children, and that in an infantile state. 
This is, that in alt the other instances in which adults 
nre mentioned as having been baptized along with the 
head of a family, they nre menimed to*hearing,” 
and “ believing,” or in some terms which amount to 
this. Cornelius had called together “ his kinsmen and 
near friends nnd while Peter spoke, “ the Holy 
Ghost fell on all them which heard the word,”
“ and he comm an (led them to he baptized.” So the 
adults in the house of the jailer at Philippi were per­
sons to whom the word of “ the Lord” was spoken ; 
nnd although nothing is said of the faith of any but 
the jailer himself,—for tha words nre more properly 
rendered, “ ami he, believing God, rejoiced will will 
his house,”—yet is the joy which appears to have 
been felt by the adult part of his house, as well as 
by himself, to be attributed to their faith. Now, ns 
it docs not appear th.it the Apostles, although they 
baptized infant children, baptized unbelieving adult 
servants, because their masters or mistresses believed, 
nnd yet the house of Lydia were baptized along witli 
herself, when no mention at all is m ule of our Lord 
“ opening the heart” of the adult domestics, nor of 
their i «dieving, the fair inference is, that “t!i'* Icnn ” 
of Lydia means her children only, and that being id 
immature years they weie baptiz'd with their mother 
according to the common custom of the Jews, to bap­
tize the children of proselyted Gentiles along with 
their parents, from which practice Christian baptism 
appears to have been taken.

The third instance is that of11 the Imnsc of Ste­
phanas,” mentioned by St. Paul, 1 Cor. i. K>, -is hav­
ing been baptized by himself. This family also, it is 
argued, must have been all adults, lieciiuse they me 
saiil in the same epistle, chap. xvi. 13, to have “ ad­
dicted thcm-clves to the ministry of the saints,” nnd 
farther, because they were persons who took 11 a 
lead” in the affairs of the church, the Corinthians be­
ing exhorted to “ submit themselves unto such, and 
to every one that hulpetli with us nnd laouureth.” 
To understand this passage rightly, it is, however, 
necessary to observe that Stephanas, the head of this 
family, hail been sent by the church of Corinth to St. 
Paul ut Ephesus, along with Fortunaius and Aulun- 
cus. In the absence of the head of the family, the 
Apostle commands “ the house," the family <>t Ste­
phanas, to the regard of the Corinthiujt believers, jind 
perhaps also the houses of the two other brethren 
who had come with him ; for in several MSS. mark­
ed by Griesliach, and in some of the versions, the text 
reads, “ Ye know the house of Stephanas and For- 
iunatus,” and otjo reads also “ and of Acliaieus.” 
Bv the house or family of Stephanas, the Apostle 
must mean his children, or, along with them, Ins 
near relations dwelling together in the same family ; 
for, since they are commended lor their hospitality to 

' the saints, servants, who have no power to show hos­
pitality, are of course excluded. But, ill the absence 
of the head of the family, it is very improbable that 
the Apostle should exhort the Corinthian Church to 
“ submit,” ecclesiastically, to the wife, sons, daugh­
ters, and near relations of Stephanas, and, if Gries- 
back’s MSS. be followed, to the family of Fortuoa- 
tus, and that of Achaius also. In respect of govern- 
jnent, therefore, they cannot be aupposed 11 to have

had a lead in the church,” according to th# Baptist
notion, and especially ns the heads of these families' 
were absent. They were however the oldest Chris­
tians in Corinth, tlie km-e of Stephanas st least lin­
ing called “ the first fruits ol Arh.ii i,” nnd eminently 
distinguished lor 11 addicting ill- in-elves,” si tting 
themselves on system, to tie* work of minisN ring to 
the Saints, that is, of rn-nmtinirafitig to the poor 
s..ints ; entertaining stranger Christians, which ws* 
nil important luatirh of pr.ietieal duly in the primi­
tive church, that in every j-1 ire ill >«c who professed 
Christ might he kept out of lie - ;ity of idol r- ; 
and receiving the ministers of Chris.'. On d •.1 - 
counts the Aposile commands them to the spe, i d re- 
gard of the Corinthian Chinch, mid exhons •* that 
you range yourselves under and eo-perate with them, 
and with every one,” also, 11 xx ho h'dpr'h with us, 
and lahonreth the military metaphor runt iced iti 
the preceding verse lieing heir rarrn-d forw m l I liese 
families were the oldest Cln i-tians hi Corinth ; nnd ae 
they were fun-most in every good word mid u"ik« 
they were pot only to bn rumiii-ndrJ, but the re«t 
were to lie exhorted to serve under them n« le nlers 
in these works of charity. This appears to lie ihe 
obvious sense of this otherwise obscure pa-sage. But 
in this, or indeed in any otlu r sense winch eati lie 
given to it, it proves lio more tltaii that then- xvrre 
adult persons in the family of Stephana», 1rs wife, 
and sons, and daughters, who were ilisiingui-heil fur 
their charity nnd hospitality Still it is to !.•• ri-mvm- 
hcred that the baptism ol the oldest of tin- vleldi vii 
took place several ye my before. The Inoi-e of So- 
phans ” was the first fruits of Ach ii in v hieh St. 
Haul beg in to preach not later than A. I)., hi. while 
this epistle emiM not bu writl n • ■; r ! i < r il,:m A. 1).

I 07, and might ho I,tier. Six or eight y •• n - hikmi 
ft ,ipi the age of the sons and daughter' ol Sn j.lianas 
might bring the oldest to the star- of early youth, ami 
as to the younger branches would descend to the term 
ol Iiifaiicv, properly so culled. Still farther, nil that 
the Apostle nflirms of the l.nicvolerve nv I hospitali­
ty of the family of Sre| luina.s is peri" «fix eoo-i--ei t 
xxitli n part of his children being still very young 
w hen lie xx rote the eni-th*. An ripial eoiii.iiendalii'ii 
fur hospitality and chanty might be given in the per- 
scni day, xxitli pci I’ ct propriety in many pious la mi­
lieu, several tneml.i rs. id" xxhicli are still in n state 
of infancy. It was Miliieient to xvirrent the use of 
such exjiressinns ns tho-e of the Apo-tle, that there 
were in these Coriinhian families a h xx ni.'ulis whose 
conduct gave a decided character to the whole 
11 house.” Thus the arguint nts used tr> prom that in 
these three instances o( family baptism there xxere no 
children, are evidently very un«ati-laetoiy ; ued they 
len<l us to the conclusion, xv* rh perhaps all Would 
come to ill reading the sacred history xxere liny i]i)ne 
free the bias of theory, that ” l.nu-i s” or * * I. i indu 
as in the eommonly received import of the term, inu-t 
he understood to comprise eh.ldren ol nil .>•:< - i.olr-s 
some explicit note of the contrary appears, xxhieli is 
not the ease in any of the instaures in (jnesiion.

5. "l'he last argument may he drawn fiom il.e an - 
lujii it y of the pr.u-lirc of infant h-'pii-m.

It" the haptism t-f the infant ehililreii of I■> I,ever* 
was not practised hv the A pushes and hy the pritiuiix •• 
churches, xx l.ell and where did die prat live e* n - 
meuve : Tu llii» «pu short the Baptist xvno r« ran 
give no ai.sxver. It i« mi it'iiov alion, uvriv ding to 
them, not upon the cirrlimstnliccs of a « u -rainent, 
hut upon its cwscmiel prinvijde ; i-inl y’et it- ii.imiur- 
lion produced no struggle ; was never noticed l-v 
any generLl or provincial council ; fuel excited 
tto controversx' .* This itself is strong p'< vtoptixu 
proof of its earl]} nninjutfv. On the other I,, nrt. v e 
ean point out the only nr.etent writer who opp* ••--1 
infant baptism. This was Tertnllian, who lived Ime 
in the second century ; hut this very npj -ition to
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