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tae things which were spoken of Paul,” and that she |
was therefore “ baptized and her house.” From this
housc no onc has the least authority to exelude ehil-
dren, even young children, since there is nothin- in
the history to warrant the above mentinned m)n;ﬂc-
tures, and the word is in Scripture used expressiy to
inclnde them.  All is perfeetly gratuitous on the part
of the Baptists ; but, while there is nothing to sane-
tion the manner in which they denl with this text, '

there i2 a circumstance s'renely confirmatory of the |

probability that the house of Lydin, accordingato the
natural import of the word rendercd hou<e nrpﬁuni!\‘
contained children, and that in an intantile sm('ej
This iz, that in all the other instinces in which sdults
ure mentioned as having been haptized along with the
head of a fawmily, they are mentined ae s hearing,”
and ‘¢ believing,’” or in some terms which amount to
this. Cornelius had called together < his kinsmen and
near friends ;” and while Peter spoke, ‘¢ the Haly
Ghoat fell o all thein which heard the word,”
** and he commanded them to he baptized.” Sothe
adults in the house of the jailer at Philippi were pec-
sons to whom the word of ¢ the Lord® was <poken ;
aund although nothing is said of the faith of any but
the juiler himself,—for the words are more p:'u.perlv
rendered, “ and he, believing God, rejoiced witha!l
his house,”—yet is the joy which appears to have
been felt by the adult part of bhis house, as well as
Ly himself, to be attributed to their fuith. Now, as
it does not appear that the Apostles, nlthough they
baptized infant children, baptized unbelieving adult
servants, because their masters or inistresses helieved,
and yet the houce of Lydia were baptized alonz with
herself, when no mention at all 13 made of our Lord
““ opening the heart” of the adult domesties, nor of
their { elieving, the fair inference is, that cthe hogse”
of Lydia means her children only, and that beag of
immature years they were baptized with their mother
according to the common custom of the Jews, 1o Lap-
tize the children of prosclyted Gentiles wlong with
their parents, from which practice Christian bapti=m
appears to have been taken.

The third instance is that of ¢“ the house of Ste-
phanas,” mentioned by St. Paul, 1 Cor. i. 16, as hav-
ing been baptized by himselt, This Camily also, it is
argued, must have been all adults, because they are

4 e =t
had & lead in the church,” according to the Bapuist
notion, and especinlly ns the hends of there famifies'
were shsent. ‘They were however the oldest Chris-
tians in Corinth, the house of Stephanas at lonst be-
ing enlled ¢ the firstfruits of Achaii,™ and emivently
disiinguished for ¢ addicting theniselves)™ setting

themselves on system, to the werk of ministering to

{the smants, that is, of eornumnnicating to tha poor

saints ; entertaming stranger Christiane, which was
nhmportant bianeh of practical duty in the prai-

tive church, that in every plice thhse who profeseed

Chirist migit be Kept out of the <ociety of idale e
atid receiving the miniaters of Chrict, On s a0 -
counts the Apostle commuands them 1o the spiecid res
gard ot the Corinthian Church, and exhoris ¢ that
yourange vourscives under and co-perate with them,
and with every one.” wlao, © who helaeth with ne,
and laboureth ;' the militnry wietaptioe cont ired in
the preceding verse being hete carried forward. | hese
families were the oldest Christivnsin Corinth ; and ae
they were foremost in every good ward and worka
they were pot only o be coime nded | Lat the res
vere to be extiorted to seeve under them neiedere
in these works of charity.  ‘I'his apprars to be the
obvious gense of this otherwise ohscure passage, But
in this, or indeed in any other sense which can he
Ziven to ity it proves po more than that there weee
adult persons in the family of Stephanae, hie wife,
and sons, and daughters, who were distinwished for
their charity and hospitality. Suldlitis 1o L remern-
hered that the baptism of the oldest of the cheltren
took place several yearg before. The hiuwe of Srea
phans ¢ was the first fraits off Xehai " inowhieh St
Paul hezan to preach not later than AL 1. 51, whiln
this epistle coutd ot be weiki o earhor toae A DL
37, and gkt be laer, Sicc or cisht venrs teken
from the aze ol the sons and danghters of Stephinns
mivght bring the oldestto the «tate of earty yourh, nndd
as to the younger hranches would deseend to the tern
of nfaney, properly so called.  Sull farther, ntl that
l the Apostle affirms of the Lenevoleree and hospitale-
ty of the family of Stephnnas iz perd ety consirert
with a part of his chi!leen being il very vonny
when he wraote the eni-t!c. An equal comnendation
for hospitality and cliarity m:eht Le given in the per-
sentday, with perfeet propriety inmany pious foni-
Lies, several membors, of which are sl an a state

gaid in the same epistle, chap, xvi. 13, to have ** ud-
dicted themsclves to the ministry of the suints,” and
farther, becauyse they were persons who took ¢ a
Jead” in the aftairs of the church, the Corinthians be-
ing exhorted to *“ submit themselves unto such, and

to every oue that helpeth with us and laboureth.” |

T'o understand this passage rightly, itis, however,
necessary to observe that Stephanas, the heud of this
famnily, had been sent by the church of Corinth to St.
Paul ut Ephesus, along with Fortunatus and Achai-
cus. In the absence of the head of the family, the
Apostle commands ¢ the house,” the family of Ste-
phauns, to the regard of the Coriuthiap belicvers, and
perhaps also the houses of the two other brethren
who had come with him ; Yerin several MSS. mark-
ed by Griesbach, nud in some of the versious, the rext
reads, ¢ Ye know the house of Stephanas and For-
junatus,” and one reads also *“ and of Achiaicus.”
By the house or family of Stephanas, the Apostle
mnust mean his children, or, along with thew, bis
near relations dwelling together in the same family ;
for, since they are commended fur their bospitality to

the suints, servants, who huve uo power to show hos-

pitality, are of course excluded.  But, in the nbsence
of the head of the fanrily, it is very improballe that
the Apostle should exhort the Corinthian Church to
« gubmit,” ccclesiastically, to the wife, sons, daugh-
ters, and near relatinns of Stephanas, and, if Gries-
back’s MSS. be followed, to the family of Fortuna-
tus, and that of Achaius also. In respect of govern-
nent, therefors, they cannot be supposed ' 10 bave

of infiney. It was sutiicient to warrent the use of
I such expressions ns tha=e of the Apostle, that thers
j were in these Corinthinn famihes a fow ndulis whoce
| conduet  gnve n decided eliaracter to the whole
¢ hou<e.” 'Thus the arzuments used to prove that in
these three instances of Laomily haptisin there were tio
children, are evidently vory unsati-tactory 5 oned they
lend us to the con-lusion, whi~h perhnpa sl weunld
come to in reading the sacred history were they quie
free the biaz of theory, that  Louser™ or “latnines,”
asin the commonly received import ol the torm, net
be understood to comprise chidren ot nll aeos viiless
some explicit note of the contrary appear=. whichis
not the case in any of the estancesan gquestion.
{5 'I'he last argument may be deawn Lom the an-
‘ tiquity of the practice of infant biptism,
i1 the baptism of the infant emldren of Lelievera
| was not practised by the Apostie< nnd by the primgnve
| churches, when and where il e practice een -
| mence 7 Fo this quiestion the Baptirt writ s can
pivc no atswer. e nnirnovanion, wecoding to
i them, not npon the circumstaneces of serament,
Lut upon 13 essenisl princip'e 5 und yet B anredue-
tion produced no strupzle ; was never notced by
any generul or provincinl coueeil 5 oend excited
no controversy > This 1t=elf s strong pro-vmptive
proof of its early nnnquaty.  On the other Lond. ve
cun point out the only ancient writer who oppoeed
infant baptisin.  ‘This was Tertullian, who Lived Inte
in the second century ; but thiy sery op; «ition 19
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