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THE CONFESSIONAL AND THE
WITNESS BOX,

ABSOLUTE INVIOLABILITY OF THE BEAL
PROMOTES RATHER THAN RETARDS
JUSTICE,

The confessional and the witness box
is the subject of an interesting discus
sion now going on in the London press,
The question w8 raised, apropos of the
refusal of an Anglican minister to
digelose the confession of a woman
guilty of theft. On examination the
clergyman stood pat and was sentenced
to seven days imprisonment for con-
tempt of court.

Enpgland is more drastic in this re.
spect that certain of the Common-
wealths of this country. The law of
goveral States, including New York,
Missouri and Wisconsin, prescribes that
“spo minister of religion, or priest of
any denomination whatever shall be al
lowed to disclose any confession made
to bim in his professional character, in
the course of the discipline enjoined
by the rules and practices of said de
nowination.’

It bas been urged that such exemp-
tion will werk to the prejudice of just:
ice. But nothing can be wider of the
mark. The faet that a covfessor is
privy to the guilt of a penitert adds
nothing to the evil done. It would be
barbarous and inhuwan to deprive an
offender of the consolation and counsel
to be found in confession. Moreover
the chief reason for making a confessicn
at all is the hope of gaiving rardon; and
this caunot be bad without a readiness,
on the part of the offender to repair, as
far as possible the ccuscquences of the
wrong done. Makethe confessor liable
to disclose the confidences reposed in
him and you put an end to confeseion.
The strength of the confetsion 1 ¢on-
sists in no small measure in the abso-
lute conviction shared by all who fre
quent it that there will be no dis:los
are and that their cecret , however ap-
paling, is sacred —as secure as if bur
jed in mid-ocean.

The obligation to secrecy of the Cath-
olie confessor bas been well set forth
in the present controversy by the Rev.
Sidney Smythe, He'says :

“Priests of the Catholic church can
not, with clear conscience, bresk the
seal of the confessional whether in the
witness box or elsewhere, and whether
they he asked to tell what they bave
learnt in the confessional itself, cr
what they bave learnt previcusly or
subscquently but with a view to it or
as a consequence of it. In short, i is |
the confersor's duty to keep himseli |
altogether on the safe side, and divulge |
things which co.ld by any chance en-
able a clever questioner to infer what
had been said in the confessional. This

CATHOLICS IN DISGUISE.

Many of tte more cultured members
of the Protestant Kpiscopal church of
America are, to a greater or less ex-
tent, Catholies in disguise. Intellect-
ually they are convinced that the
Catholie chureh is the ine true church
which was founded for all time by the
Redeemer of waukind ; but Lh«-,y' still
lack the fulluews of faith, What the
obetacles are that prevent them from
coming into the fold of the Good
Shopherd are different in the cage of
each individoal, and are known only
to each of them, i

Here, for instance, is an extract from
their orgar, the Living chureh, which
is published in Oblcago :

*“There would be no necessity for a
church, a Christianity, an ordination
if every priest were left to his own in
tellectual whims., Thete might, iu
deed be teachers of individaali:tic
philosophies, but there could be n»
Christianity, Tnere cou'd be po socit)
unity in the person of Christ., There
could be no certainty of anything ; no
remission of tine ; ro resurrection of
the body ; no lite beyond the grave.
Without the teachirg authority of the
church, nothing beyord agnosticism
would be logical. Tear down the cros.
aud raise an interrcgation poiot in its
place, Banish the font ard put a vol
ume of John Stuart Mills upon its
broken pedestal. In place of the lay-
ing of apostolie hands, dissect a eea
urchin, Thrust aside the body aud
blood of Clrist aud administer some
patent desiceated brain tood., Thus do
you dethroue Obrist and ecrown the
Mind when jour priest is no longer
bound to teach what the churech guar
autees to be true.”’

Toere is much more of Catholic than
cof Protestant sprit in the foregoing
remarks, The first sentence, taken by
itself. is womewhat wvague ; but
its meaning is elucidated by the sec
ond,

TALKS ON RELIGION.

EUNDAY OBSERVANCE,

Sunday observance is frequently dis-
cussed as a political cr us a state ques-
tion ; we will cousider it as a religious
duty.

The whole life of the individual is
very moch iuflaenced by the way in
which he observes Sunday. The duty
of keeping Sunday holy is a vital point

! d-iivered at random here aud there hit

who really sanctifies it and gives it

pathway of his life so hedg-d in and g0
blessed thab little real harm can reach
‘liln as he journeys on to a happy eter
nity.

is his duty, and it is our consolation to |
kpow that it would be indeed o llicult |

to discover instances where a Catholic |
priest bad failed in his duty. Of tke |
cases cited in the wvarious law reports |
in two only—the two already referrcd |

to, namely, the Dunboyne case and R
V. Hay—was a Catholic priest put to
the test, and in both they respectiully
and withcut any blustering refused to
speak and submitted to sn imprison

ment for coutempt. In both, it is |

pleasant to acknowledge, a pretext fir
releasing them wae quickly discovered,
ard it may be that they forsaw that
it would be s0.

“Still if tte pcpalty bad been that
of life long imprisoment or death, they
would have been bourd in conrcience to
face it and we may confidently trust,
wculd bave done 0. Such cases are
on record, and though I forgot where
to find it there was one during the
last century of a Polish priest whore
housekeeper was found murdered. The
murderer to draw cff the scent from
himself, bad gooe at cnce to the priest,
and in a bad confession told him of
bis crime; on his departure leavirg te
hind him traces which would direct
suspicion against the priest. The lat-
ter was accordingly convicted and sent
into exile in Siberia, whence he only
returned many years later, the murder-
er on his deathbed having publicly ac
knowledged his owm guilt.

“The Catholic priesthood will have
the respect, if not the sympathy, of
most Englishmen for its fidelity to this
conception of duty. But are there not
it will be asked, «xceptional cases in
which he must fec! that he really ought
to betray the secrets of the penitent
culprit 2 Ougbt he not when by so do
ing he could save sn innoceat person
from an upjust conviction and punish
ment? No, not even then. Tke reere t
of the coniessional according to the
doetrine of the Catbolie chureh, is en
joined by a divine law from ¥ bich
neither Judge, ror King ror Pope bas
power to ditpepse ; and hence ior a
confessor to dispense himself irom its
observance, even to tave ihe innocent,
would be to do evil thab good might
come. Or if it were known that such
exceptions couldbe made, would the
guilty be likely to conless their erimes
and 80 no advantage would acerue to
the innocent from the priest's libecty
to aid them in this manner. On the
other hand, the present absolute in-
violability of ths seal does tend to an
ford substantial protection to the inuo-
cent. The culprit, whceo only induce
ment to confes sto his priest is that be
may obtain the divine pardon for a sin
of which he has repented, may have
arrarged things purposely 80 as to cast
+uspicionon the innceent. In that case
the confessor’s du'y is to tell him that
he has no chance f divine pardon un
less he will «ffectually undo this in-
justice to another.”

There have been martyrs to the seal
of the confessional. But the dzys have
happily gone by when priests in civil-
ized communitics, are required to speak
of things confided in the secrecy of the
confessicnal, The sceial value of this
trinupal is greater than mort men are
able to realize. Thers is no more po-
tent factor making for the moral ug-
litting of the race than this same tri-
baral, Bvery blow aimed ab it is a
blow aimed at society itsell,—Catholic
Transeript.
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Accordinz to The :Missionery, the
Sisters of St. Vincent de Panl have
rceeived over 150 converts into the
Church dnring the last year, at the
has pital in Bivmingham, Ala,, and nt
Mobile, in the howpital there, about
tLe same nunber were recel 7ed.

in the lile of a @hristian. The mao

honestly and truly to God will find the

or if you were ill in bed, you would bo
excused by physical impossibility.

It yoa were attending a sick person
and n» one else w:s there to relieve
you, if you were so situated that you
could not possibly get to Mass on ac-
count of your respousible position, cr
il you would suffer great loss by so do
ing, you would be excnsed by moral im
possibility, Mere disinelination, an-
noyances, or indisposition are not proper
excnees, The command is : ** Assist
at Mass," —Cleveland Univorse.,

THE OUGHT TO BE'S.

(Wrttten for The Catholic 8'andard and
1 by K'v. J. T. Roche, suthor of *'The
Hearing Mass, " “Our Lady of
faupe.” *Moenth of Si. Jocepn,” ' 1sellef
Uabelicf " eic |

AN OBJECTION.

“ And what have you to say,’’ scme
one writes, ** of the eritie who oceu
pies the pulpit 2 What do you think
of ehronic iault findirg in the preacher
Of pevers censure, of indefensible and
sometimes unprovokea abuse of the
people 2 llave they no rights which
the pulpit is bonna to respect 2 Shall
the mirror of nature be beld con
stantly beiore them and disereet silence
be prescived wheo it is » question of
the man, who trequently provokes the
parish rebels to snger and recrimina
tion?""

I do not consider the point to by well
taken, As a rule. the pricst in the
pulpit, like the priest in Loe contession-

1, sinks hkis own personality and d
livers his wessage with an ejye single to
the salvation of his tearcrs, [le may
not be wise, prudent and ji
in all his uiterances, but the fact re
waits that if some of his hearers feel
aggrieved it is bocause, w the majorivy
ot cases, the shoe piuches and the shafts

[H&]

a shining mark.

I bave sometimes felt that if thers be
any room for reproach against the pul
pit, it is because of our lack of courage
rather than because ol fcarlesspess and
plain speaking. Tne charge ficquently
nate agaiost tho non Caiholie pulpit
of the ecuntry is that it is time serving,
and dares not attack sin and viee in
their strongholds. ‘T'here is a story
to!d of a young Anglican curate who
consulted his pastor as to a sabjact for
his sermon on the folowing Sunday
Subject alter hject was suggested,
only to be rejacted, for fear ot vffend-
ing the sensibitities of the people, some
of wnom were of high ehurch d some
of low cuarch tendencies. The pastor
finully settied the matter in an offhand
way. ‘' My son,”’ he eaid, ¢ my advice
to you is this : Piteh inty the Scribea

Sunday is not the Sabbath. This is
the seventh while Sunday Is the firet
day of the week. The snhstitution was
not accidental but intentional. The
church transferred the obligations of
the Sabbath to the Senday to
orate the day of our Lord’s re.urrec-
tion acd also as a perpetual remem
brance of the descent of the Holy Ghost
and the establishment of the church
upen Pentecost Sunday.

The Bible nowhere speaks of the
change of the obligations of the Sab
bath to the Sunday. Here is anex
ample to show that Protestanis do rot
in practice hold to their rule of faith,
“the Bible and the Bible only,” elso
they would keep the seventh and not
the first day of the week. The Catho-
lie justifies his practice by the author-
ity of the Church.

Tn addition to the specific command-
ment, it is part of the natural law that
some portion of our time should be set
asido for the service we owe to God.

Tounderstand the spirit of the Chris
tian Sunday and to appreciate the spirit
as well as the letter of its observance,
we should consider wtat our Lord said
of the Sabbath. He declared that ** the
Sabbath was made for man and not man
tor the Sabbath.” ( Mark ii, 27.) He
rebuked the Pharisees for complaining
that He healed on the Sabbath ; ‘' Ye
hypocrites, doth not, every one of you
on the Sabbath day loose his ox or his
ass from the manger, and lead them %o
water? And ought nct this daunghter
of Abraham, whom Satan bath bound,
lo! these eighteen years, (o be loosad
from this bend on the Sabbath day ?"'—
( St. Luke xiii. 14)

There are people who go to extremes
in their ideas about the observanee of
Sunday. Some others go too far in
their laxity. It is out of place toguota
the regulations of the Jewish Jaw and
seek to apply them to the followers of
the New Law in the observance of the
Sunday. It is not intended to be a duy
of gloom but rather of joy, of prayer
and of relazation as well as a day of
rert.

Thero is, however, greater dai
over-)axity than (i over strictness in
the obs-rvavee of Sanday, Thig i a
very dangerous snd a very gerions
fault. People who are over lax in this
matter do a great deal of harm to relig
jonand give reandal to their ncighbors
The e¢xtremes are both in the ruritan
icsl and in the continsntal Su day.

Servile work, unless really necessary
or pressing, is forbidden on Sunday
Needful household work aud works of
charity ave aitlowed.  For instaoce the
care of the sick, the saving of theeraps
of a siek neighbor ; or when work must
be doue or a great loss would be :ai-
fored, as 1o keep up the fires in a roll
ing mill; work whicha m:n ean honest
ly say s a work of necessity, is allowed
on Sunday. But if people can get 2
holicay when they want cve, they st onld
get ff on fundaye. Some poople ex-
cuse themselves too casily — for ga o or
for profit.

Those who seek to oberve God's
commandments and pub tust fu tua
and - isk something for Him are notoften
the losers in bmeiness or in profite.
v Seok first the Kingdem of God and
His ju-tice and all other things will ve
given to you."

To hear Mase, to assist ab aags on
Sundays is one plain, oue imperative
duty. Tie chureh commancs us to do
80, and God requires us to obey. This
duty is birdiog on ns under the penalty
of mortal sin. We are mnot excased
from this duty except by physical or
by woral imp wsibility. If you were

commem

yor <

a long way from$ge place where Mass is
gaid; if you were a jrurney that yon
cculd not break ; it you wereout at sea,

and Pharisces. They have no friends !’

It is the Puarisecs of to day, however, | t

who are the first to resent the fearless-

ress and courage of the Catholic pu
THE OLD FOGEY PASTOR

Ope of uvhe wost cherished ren

bran-es of my ycuthful days is that of

a pioneer priest whose winistrations

have blessed my n parish for al

m

| most half a eentury, Ils isdistivetive

ly of ** the old sehool,”” and higher
eriticism and modern philosopbieal quib-
bling with the great [undamentals find
short shrift when they cowe in contact
with his clear brain and unquestioning
acceptance ol the who'e bedy of Catho
lic doctrine. I ecan still sse the dry
smile with which, on the occasion of a
visit a few months ago, he dismiesed
the Abbe Loissey’s contcntions. **These
philosophical fellows,’” be said, ‘* wou'd
have us believe vhat a fisherman was
incapable of writing the Gospel of St.
jobn. Ouar Lord knew better than to
choose philosophers for apostles. Most
of the errors of the world have come
from philosophical chairs. Philosophy
rejectel Christ in the beginning. Its
acceptarce of His teachings has always
struck me as being half-hearted and in-
siveere, A fisherman could not write
such a gospel, forsooth ! [If be could
not, we are safo in asserting that a phil-
osopher would be the last man in the
world to bo chosen tor such a task.”

We of the younger generation wers
wont in the olden days to regard our
pastor as belonging to the old fogey
type. From time to time we had an as-
sistant, and the assistant, strange to
say, was always wore popular than the
pastor. Many of us, however, have
lived and learned, and somehow, with
the growth of years, the conviction bhas
growo upon wme that the old pastor,
with his rough and rugged honesty, his
plain speaking and his steadfast insist
ence upon the great esseu ials, is not
out «f place even in this day and ago ;
that his clear, unquestioning faith and
his everlasting hamwmering away al
plain, cowwmon, every day mortal sin
has still a large place in the economy
ot righteousness ; that modern dilletan?
ismi and wodern care for the proprietios
has much to learn frcm the cld priest,
who still calls a spade a spade and who
takes no pains to sugar-coat the medi-
¢ine which he administers to the weak
jp taith and morals. -

THE REAL GRIEVANOCE.

The finavelal problem trequently lies
at the roo% of many people’'s grievance
againse the pulpit. fhe pricst wus
of wecessity deal with movey wattc
u a pubdlic way, and ope of the unpleas
ant things in connection with the whole
business is that the many must be made
o suffer bocause of tho Jack of readi
pors to do theie duty on the part of the
fow. 1 am safe in asserting, however,
that no ono regretls the nece gity of
pringivg money matters into vhe pulpit
more than the pricst, aud wany of themw
andergo privations and leb import.s
parish interests »uile rand go by default
rathee than justdfy the ofs repeated
ealomny of the crities that *'it i
money, money, and always money."’

MUST BE A GENITLEMAN,

When I was in the seminary I heo
a great deal about the necessity of t
n1iess ever and always baing a geutlo
wman. The word ** gentleman ' 13 2
very indefinite term. The common!y

never hurts the feelings of another.

e pastor's keeplog.

pit. [ j

secepted definition s : ** Oue who

THE OLD, OLD LIE ONCE AGAIN'

The old, old and oft-refu‘ed charge
against the Jesvits of teaching that
*'the end justifies the means” tarnod
up once more in a recent case thus re
ported all the way from Aastralia:

“ During the hearing of a cise at
Brisbane, Mr. Justice Real, in the
presence of the Chief Justice (Sir Pcpo
A. Cooper), Mr. Justice Chubb apd Mr
Justico Power, gave a remarkibly
severe rebuke to a barrister named
ez, who bad stated that ‘it was ao-
cording to the tenets of the Catholie
rcligion that a man might do barm that
good might come of it.” The following
passage between then ensued :

Mr. Justice Real: I won't allow you

r anyoue else to say that the tenets of

the Catholie religion allow a man to be
v scoundrel, I won't allow anyone to
say it in this court, or in any other
conrt where I am.

Mr. Feez: 1 always understood that
it was one of the tenets of the Jesuit
religion.

Mr. Juslice Real ( hotly : ) [ don't
know of any Jesuit religion.

Mr, Fecz raid he was alluding to the
fact that sometimes wrong was done
bat good might come.

Justice Real said he would not sit
here and tolerate speaking like that

Mr. Feez: 1 was really under the

yssion

Mr, Justice Real : When a

) A such t» he Cat

10, what can a man like y«

Perhaps Mr. FPeez had 1

wvd 0f the case last

y was the

) y old
} of ti 1 eourt, which the
\ iiator was the loser, as shown by
v suwmarized as follows from
ient of them given in The
Month 3
t Hoensbroech is well knowr
rmany as a bitter enemy to the
lic chur:h and to the Jesuit
order, his hostility being the more
r since he was onece nob only a
3 e, t a priest and a Jesait,
Recently leclared that ¢ the noto
msxim,” ¢ Toe End Justides The
feans,” is both theoretically main

and practically applied by all
On the appearance
awration it was  publiely

llenged by a German eecular priest
r ed Dasbach, who defled Hoens
ach to justify ement by
ing vhat any single J writer
ever laid down the principle that
bad in itseif becomes good
o rformed for a good end. Das
yach pledged himself to forfeit a sum
oi 2,000 florins should such demonstra
n be sfforded., Hoenshroech ac
t the challenge, and s¢ t to
his statement by citing in

led, with other moralist
ded that in certain cases, |

together fr
tion, itislawful nduce hima at least
to refrain from what is wor:t in it, and
restriet himself to what is less griev
yusly bad. Dasbach having refused to
wccept this plea as meeting his chal
lenge, Hoensbroech brought a law-
suit against him, demanding the pay-
ment of the sum that had been staked.
The suit first came before the Distrie’
Court of Treves, which dismissed tve
action on the ground that the contract
undertaken by Dasbash was of the na-
ture of a wager, and that wagers did
not fall under its jurisdiction. Sach a
decision was obviously unsatisiactory
to both parties, and an appeal
tock the case up to the Provincial
Court at Cologue, having final jurisdic.
tion. Rejacting the view of the Judges
at Treves, those at Cologne decided
that this #as not a wager, and that the
caso must be tried on its merits, which
was accordingly done. O the 30:h of
March of the present year judgment
was given, lIrensbroech was declared
to have entirely failed to substantiate
his claim, and the instances adduced by

m perforuning an evil

THE HOW AND

“Truit-a-tives”

< £

ces in whieh Jesuits—along, it

ra it is clearly impossible to hinder | &

Bank and Store
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&
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The Bennet Furnishing Co.

him t> be nothing to the purpose ; the
defendant, Dasbach, being thus comn-
pletely justified.

Nor will the indignant protest and con-
demaation by Judge Real at Brisbane.
Being made of brass, it is perevnial and
proof against all assauits,—N. Y. Free-
wan's Journal
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SOME LENTEN THOUGHTS.
Sacred Heart Roview,

Making the Siations of the Cross is
an excellent way to do penance curing
the holy season of Lent.

This is a splendid timo for individ
nals who are giving to gossiping aad
uncharitableness to pat a stop to it.

The Lent:n regu'ations nowadays are
not as rigoroas as in the olden days.
But there is still plenty of room for
volantary piety.

The Lenten regulations advisa abstin-
ence from liquor during Lent, This is
certainly one abstineace that eaun hurt
nobody who practises it.

Not for one passing moment, not for
one day only, should the words '* dust,
to dust'’ ring in onrears. Let us keep
their rignificance, their deep meaning,
in our hoarts a'l the year.

The Catholie whose question during
Lent is not, ** How much can [ do for
God and my own soul durine Lent 2"
but ‘* How mueh ean I avoid doing
without actvally trausgressing the
Lenten law ?'° has the wrong idea of
the Lenten seaton.

No matter what the exponents of
higher e¢riticlsm may say about the
Bible, the loyal Catholie, relying on
tho auti ority of the Church, will never
“waver in his belief that the Sacred
Seriptures are divinely ivspived and
have God for their anthor."”

Leut is here, and for a few weeoks at
least, there is an end to the dance and

'he priest who from the pulpit never
horts the feelings of his anditors is to
be cowplimented on ministering o a
peop's who are well nigh fpiritnally
pertect. It is a case, however, whers
diplomacy may easily be another namo
for time-serving, and popularity be
on!y another term for failure to preach
tho great eternsl traths committed to

the whist, and the long and detailed
desoriptions of the imported decollete
gowns, the snperhrechlaces, the dainty
corsagos of Catholic society., The law
of the church ealls a halt on the glddy

for.

Handsom
Anpual is rven more interesting than in form-
er years, In point of originality it cannot be
swrpanzed, the eontributors being rome of our
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But of course this did not kill the lie. |
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Catholic

Scriptural Calendar

For Year 1906

for every day in the year

ken largely from ““The Roman
Missal,” and fullowir » ecclesi-
t i and times and days of

votion,

1'1ic C. post-paid.

(atholic Record (Office

London, Canada

Meditations

1‘the Sacred Heart

The Sacred Heart of Jesus accord-
ing fo St. Alphonsus,
for the month cof the
for the First Friday of the month
and for a Novena to the Sacred
Heart of Jesus, taken from the
words of the Holy Doctor, by the
Rev. Father St. Omer, of the Con-
gregation of the Most Holy Re-
deemer

Price 50 cents, post-paid

The Catholic Record, London, Ont.

CATHOLIC HOME ANNUAL FOR

1906.

In Enlarged Form With Colored Froutis

L piece of the ChildlJesus.

The Catholic Hime Annual, Benzeger's

Anvual for 1906, can now be had. Ib
gidorably enlarged and containg a beau-
wed frontispiece of the Child Jesus,
fllasirated throughous This

Catholle authors. The following are
ariieles
Comen,” (poetp
rihplace of Father ?’umu." by Rev,
eill 8 J (iNustrated)
ord 8 Anointed,” by Grace Keon,

rofundis Bell” by Conrad Kum-

b Bimplon Tunnel.” (Hlustrated),
Kxiles, " by Katharine Tynan Hinkson,

“TPe

(Miastreted),

“Madem
V¢

lustrated) 12 scenes in

1alen Rock,
! ited —eighty
Worder Worker of

1 by an Inepiration " (lvstrated),
fiiog of the Cioud,” by Mrs, Francls

Infsnt Mary,” a bricf scrount of the

devotlon to the Infant Mary tillustrated).
" The Scven Rooma of Satap ”’ a Ghost Story
1

{illustrated),

2 M
| 1atrated)

s Chapel,” a Tala of the Nether-
vled)

able Kvents of the Year 1804-1906,

(iNustrated).
Now Bishops

the Carnornic Recorp Office

Loudon.

Price 25 Conts.
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London, Canada
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Reliable and Trustworthy.

That is the way | want my
custemers to think of me,
and | endeavor to merit it.

John M. Daly

lg Phone 348. 19 York St. :g




