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ant Chureh, the purpose of which is to ‘teach are contradictory to each other ? |
deceive the Filipinos, and especially | Agree first among yourselves what ix‘}

Christian truths and you will then per-

) are Catholics, into the be- |
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lief that Protestantism is one great tho twuths bus wntil you do. this we
Chureh with a self-consistent teaching, | can only regard what'you say as lies
spread throughout the world, almost to | not authorized by a good and perfect
the same extent as the Catholic Church. | God to be taught to men.”’

It is thought that this stroke of decep- |
tive strategy will be more successful
in weaning the natives from the Catho-
lic Church, than if it appeared in all
jts deformity of an endless diversity of

It is because such talk as this has
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The Montreal Witness of April 17,
treating of the recent deplorable riots

more effectually, they put forward
chiefly that very doctrine which the

American revisers of the Westminster

i ium, says: i
Confession of Faith have determined “Mhe clericals of Belgium, like the
same party in all other countries, are in
desperation resisting the popular claims |
for equal rights. The cardinal prin- |
ciple in their ereed is that the people are
not to be trusted. Mr. Sesmet de
Nayer, the Premier, warns Parliament

upon eliminating from their ereed as a

teaching not justified by Secripture,
namely, that the Pope is anti-Christ
and the great Man of Sin condemned by

St. Paul as the chief adversary of the

At all events, there is not a nece

opposition, between
| versal suffrage.

sary

connection, nor is there necessarily any

religion and uni-

| religion at all, but of political wisdom
and prudence, which is to be settled on
grounds altogether apart from religious
| considerations.

The Witness lays it down as a certain

thing that absolutely universal sufirage,

based on the principle of one man one

vote, is the only principle on which a
progressive country
the franchise. We shall not debate

we have not adopted this principle as |
Why, then, | States having their own laws, with
) )|

yet even in our own Canada.
should we be so energetic in denounc-

ing as behind the age a foreign Gov-

| ernment which has not reached the con-
| clusion that this is the only reasonable | States in which Catholies labor under

basis for the franchise ?

In the present troubles the Belgian

Government has shown a prudence and
a firmness which cannot but raise it in
the esteem of all lovers of law and
order, At Brussels, the S0-
cialistic  demonstration was  most
violent and riotous, though there were
also similar demonstrations in otie
towns. On April 9, King Leopold, who
is well beloved by the bulk of his

people, was mobbed by bands of Social-

Whatever view may be taken of the
advisability of adopting universal suf-

frage, it is clear that it is a piece of

It is not a question of | wrongheadedness to represent it as a

religious question, with Catholies on one
side and Protestants as friends of pro-
gress on the other.

CATHOLIC DISABILITIES TO BE
REMOVED. {

So accustomed have we grown to

under one Imperial government that we

H s Phili ine AaVEe A0 ree ¢ . are ¢ o 4 r» face g it is
in the Philippines have agreed to teach ‘1 this point, but we may point out that | are apt to overlook the fact that it is

made up of a number of small sovereign

which the Imperial government does |
not interfere. Under
there are

these circum-
stances, certain  German
civil disabilities. It has been an-
nounced for some time that the Imperial
Government is desirous that these dis-
abilities should be removed so that there
may be full freedom of worship in all

parts of the empire. Negotiations
have been going on for some time be-
tween the Imperial Chancellor and the
princes who are at the head of affairs
in the various States to secure uni-
formity of law in this matter, without
any direct interference on the part of

the Federal Government. Mecklen-

should establish | consider the German empire as a unit full r

the pacification of the Phillippines,
and will save both to the Filipinos and
to the people of the United States
many valuable lives ; but there is a
significance even beyond this in the
step taken by the President.

The French minister at Washington
saw its importance as opening a mode
of procedure which European powers
might wisely adopt in dealing with
questions which affect religion, and
hence, in sending to his government a
eport of what had been done by
the President of the United States, he
added significantly: **This is a pre-
cedent.”’

If Waldeck-Rousseau had had the
good sense of President Roosevelt, he
would also have consulted with the
Pope before giving himself up to the
Socialists on their demand for a policy
of aggression against the Religious
Orders avowedly as a prelude to a wal
upon religion. '

The Socialists are the greatest dan-
ger which menaces France at the pre-
sent moment, and only the teaching of
the Catholic Church in re
rights and duties of man can save the

rd to the

country from a repetition of such dis-
orders as have plunged it into misery
and Anarchy before now on two occa-
sions., It would have been far more
wise to have made peace with the re-

has been called Christian and

has endowed the nations which have
come under its benign influence with
equity in their laws, gentleness in the
customs, the protection of the weak,
compassion for the poor and the -
happy, respect for the ht and the
dignity all, and consequent up:
this, as far as is possible in the t
of human turmoils, that peacefulness of
eivil life which flows from the best har-
mony between liberty and justice,

And yet, even in the face of all these
proofs, so patent, prolonged and sub-
lime, of her intrinsic goodness, we be-
hold the Chureh, in periods nearer to
our own, not less than in the middle
ages and in ancient times, involved in
conflicts which in one respect have b
more diflicult and painful still. Throug!
a series of well-known historical causes
the so-called Reformation of the six-
teenth century, raising the banner of
revolt, songht to wound her to the
heart by waging a fierce war on the
Papacy ; and, having broken the ancient
bond of unity, of jurisdietion and faith,
which gathered the nations toget
under maternal wings in one fold, ar
whieh often through the harmony of
ms it insured, doubled their strength,
their prestige and their glory, this so-
called Reformation introduced into the
nks of Christianity a deplorabl
disastrous division. By this we do not
mean that it was at first intended to
banish from the world the sway of the
supernaturgl truths—but, with the re-
jection on the one hand of the preroga-
tive of the Roman See (the effect
and preserving cause of unity), wd
with the establishment on the other of
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an . i g SR
much as, under the ‘I rotestant hypo | since 1884.
thesis, there was no Pope to denounce | ! !
o I Previously to this date, the so-called |

when Christ established His Church. g ¥ $
Liberals, largely under the influence of

But in America, where the divisions

the IFreemasons, had succeeded in ob-
of Protestantism are so well known, it

taining power, and had held the reins
g ) y set up the pretence .
would be use ln.'w to set up the pre lt‘ml of government for some years, but
of homogeneity, and so the Bible

during that time they brought upon

8 ke ince y matter, . L ; :
Society does not mince the matter, | . iives much indignation by anti-
Catholie legislation in that very Catholic

country.

“but deplores that ** our visitors among

ithe unchurched especially in farming One of the principal measures

istricts, are ¢ -onted by the terrible . : indi $
districts, are confronts y the terrible by which they incurred the indignation

fruit of that monumental curse of the of the majority of the people wasone by
Christian Church, denominational riv- | 4
alry. |

Thus the rivalry of sects, and infer- | therein.
entially the diversigy of doctrines and ‘
interests, is honestly admitted. The |
report continues the subjoct by giving |
a pointed illustration in the case of a |
small town visited during the year.
It says:

whiceh the schools were secularized, the
| teaching of tabooed
In other matters, also, the
anti-Catholic principles by which the
rulers were dominated were made mani-
fest by their imitation of the French
revolutionary methods.

religion being

Another issue
was the total secularization of institu-

13th there was serious disturbance and
considerable destruction of property,

Biarritz, simultaneously with the rising

| at Brussels, but that it was frustrated

by the rapidity of his movements, as he
did not remain at Biarritz so long as

was expected. Of course, in the ab-

| sence of an investigation into the truth

of these rumors, it may be supposed
that they have been exaggerated ; but
there is noexaggeration in the fact that
the mob used much violence, and on
April 12 another mob attacked the
police with butchers' knives and threw
at them balls filled with sulphuric acid.
The riots are said to have been fright-
fal, and much worse than similar riots
which took place in 1893 and 1899,

It is to be deplored that there was
loss of life in suppressing such disorders;
but the Government

showed proper

spirit in their suppression, notwith- |

standing the reproaches to which they
the Chamber of
Deputies by the Socialistic party who
had threatened a revolution in case
their wikhes were not complied with,
At last reports order had been re-
stored, and those workingmen who had
left their work in order to create dis-
turbance had returned to their work.
According to the theory of the Wit~
ness, the Government should have ae-

were subjected in

will soon follow their example. The
| status of Catholies throughout the Em-

The Catholie spirit of France has not

yet been roused to take a serious part

pire will undoubtedly be very greatly | in the polities of the country, ashas

i
| officially that the Presbyterian Revision

The announcement has been made |

We doubt not that
the power of the Catholic sentiment

few days hence.

selves,
The way thus opened, the proud and
scofting philosophism of the ecightee

tions all religious belief, of eradicating
all traces of the Christian spirit. From
| these sources flowed the fatal and disas-

| Committee has completed its labors. | will be mode manifest when the day of | trous systems of rationalism and pan-

The report has been

adopted, and will be laid before the
next General Assembly which will
meet in New York on May 12,

There are differences of opinions on
matters of minor importance which have
regard to questions of phraseology, but
which, it is said, do not affect principles
or doctrine. On these the members of
the Committee will be permitted free-
dom of opinion.

The new Creed, or brief statement,
concerning which it has been frequent-
[ 1y stated that it will leave unaltered
| the doctrines of the Westminster Con-

| fession, will explain by way of a dee-
the meaning
chapters 3 and 10 of the Confession re-
ferring to the eternal decrees of God
and the salvation of infants, and also
the chapter relating to the effect of
good works. These teachings of the
Westminster, it is understood, will be
laid aside.

There will be one very decided imv
provement in the new Confession, should
the recommendations of the Revision

laratory statement,

unanimously | polling com

but whether our pre-
sentiment prove correct or not, the

action of President Roosevelt must
mean that the great powers shall deal
in future with the Pope in all cases
where intended legislation will affec
seriously the interests of the Catholic
Church.

We fully believe that a satisfactory
solution will be found for the critical
state of affairs in the Philippines when
the American commission shall have
conferred with the Holy Father, or his
delegate, on the matter. It is stated,
indeed, that Monseigneur Sbaretti, the

[ Papal Delegate to the Philippine is-

| sion.

ﬂff lands, has full authority from the Pope

to make a settlement with the commis-
If this be the case a satisfactory
arrangement will not be difficult to be
arrived at.

CONV ERSIONS.

We are very much pleased to be in-
formed by the rev. clergy that in less
than three years, through the influence
of the CaTHOLIC RECORD and the book

‘ theism, naturalism and materialism,
| which revived under other formsancient
| errors long since triumphantly refuted
| by the fathers and the apologists of
Christian times; in such wise that the
| proud spirits of modern times, growing
1 purblind through their passion for see-
| ing too much by themselves, have comeé
“ to err as foolishly as even paganism it-
| self about the attributes of the human
| soul and the immortal destinies for
| which it is privileged.
‘ In this way the war on the Church
| assumed an aspect of greater gravity
| than in past time, owing both to the
! fury and the universality of the assault.
| For modern disbelief does not stop at
| doubting or denying this or that truth
| of faith, but impugns the whole hody
J of the principles consecrated by 1'4‘."1‘11“
ltion and supported by sound philoso-
| phy—those sacred and fundamental
| principles which teach man the supreme
| end of his existence, keep him wnl}'"
the bounds of duty, inspire him with
courage and resignation, and by prow-
ising him incorruptible justice and per
fect happiness beyond the tomb, incul-
cate upon him the necessity of
subordinating time to eternity, earth to
heaven. And what is substituted for
these dictates, for these incomparable
consolations of faith? A frightful skep-
ticism, which freezes the heart an
stifles every magnanimous aspiration of
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