A

S

bl

THE CATHOLIC RECORD

MAY 26, 1868,

Sacred Heart Review.
POPULAR PROTESTANT CONTRO-
VERSY.

V.

On page 76 of ** Romanism and the
Republic " the author declares that a
Cardinal of Rome among us‘' is a
foreign prince exercising authority in
the United States, coutrary to the Con
stitution and the laws."”

Now for the last twenty-three years,
gaving one interval of about nipe
months, we have had continuously in
the United States a Cardinal of the
Holy Roman Church, not merely of
American citizenship but of American
birth and therefore eligible to any civil
office under the United States,
although, perhaps, as & clergyman,
not as & Cardinal, still excluded trom
office in one or two States. Daring
this time five presidential terms have
passed and & sixth is passing . Seven
presidents have held office, all of them
Protestants, three of them adherents
and one a communicant of the Method
ist Church, of which it may certainly
be sald that she has never trained her
sons to negligence of the laws, above
all, for the advantage of Rome. Two
of them have been Prosbyterians, one &
Presbyterian elder, belonging to &
Bhurch stern and staunch in character,
and in doctrine the antipodes of Rome
Each of these high functionaries has
taken, and has kept, a solemn oah
that he would, according to the best of
his ability, ** preserve, protect and de
fend the Constitution of the United
States.” Yet not one of these seven
presidents has made inqury whether
there was among us ‘' a torelgn prinee
exercising authority contrary to law
Now as this indifference has certainly
not been perjury, it is only expiain
able out of the fact that every presi
dent has been aware, first, that there
was among us no such thing &s &
foreign prince, in any sense known &
the iaw, second, ihat if theie were, tae
anthority which he has exercised was
of a kind with which the federsl gov
ernment has not the slightest concern
There has been, therefore, no violation
of the Constitution, and accordingly no
eall for any one to vindicate it

Even lansing, and the A 1 A,
and the rest of this motley rout, have
never ventured to present & remon
strance to any prosident as neglecting
his oath. They have known very well
in their inner souls that though it was
very pleasant to fiing about such dis
honoring charges of disloyalty sagains
their fellow citizens, their allegations
would not stand & moment s juiry
by a jurist
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a8 we see, a sovereign of rank inferior
to king. Now neither of the two Am-
erican Cardinals has over had so much
as & square yard of land under his clvil
govereignty, or exercised civil author-
ity over the person of a single human
being. He could not have it among
us. He certainly could not fine, im
prison, banish or hang without the
sentence of an American court, o
which he would then simply be the
delegate. This he could not be unless
he were sheriff or marshal. As Card
inal he signities no more before the law
than plain John Smith. The Constitu
tion does not take the trouble to forbid
a citizen to exercise civil authority by
delegation from abroad, for the simple
reason that such & thing is impossible,
without an armed insurrection, in volv
ing the penalties ot treason.

As to civil authority exercised abroad
by one of our citizens, the ( mstitution
says nothing about it. A Cardinal, as
such, can not have it, for the Pope docs
not have it to give. His Holiness is
h.mself exempt from Italian authority,
but not the Cardinals nor his servants
Although the Vatican and St Peter’s
Basilica are, as I understand, sacred
from invasion by Italian soldiers or of
ficers of justice, yet I also understand
all contracts formed or crimes commit
ted there to be triable only in the ltal
ian courts. An American Cardina
therefore, could not receive civil author
ity, for thera is none to bestow
Suppose, however, the Pope became
again king of Rome Then, I take it,
if an American Cardinal consented to
be included in & congregation en
trusted with the temporal administra
tton of the Kerual City, he would
thereby forfeit his American citizen

ship, as acting under a foreign civil
allegiance. The TPope might not

choose to distinguish his two spheres
of authority in Rome, but one of our?
citizens would be bound to distinguish

v to give up his citizenship. O,
conrsa, membership in a spirifual con

gregation would in no way prejudice
his home allegiance, any more than
membership in the Elders’ Conference
at Herrnhut, in Saxony, wauld pre
udice the citizenship of an American
member of the Brethren's Unity.

What if an American citizen acceded

toa foreign sovereignty ? Then, of
course, there would be no transter of
allegiance, for it is nothing to our law
how many subjects & citizen has
abroad, so that he still owns the United
States for bis own sovereign and
acknowled es no other. Could we con
soive such & thing as that the T

Tsar of
Russia, being sane aod acting in good
faith, putting his empire under a vice
, Came over and swore allegiance t
our republic s would simply
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dignities that have been from time to
time heaped upon it are distinctly ex-
traneous and separable. ‘‘Prince”
of itself simply signifies “(Chief Dig-
nitary,” and that, not of & State, but of
the ** Holy Roman Church.” So long
as an American does no act inferring
clvil allegiance to a foreign power,
his religlous allegiance and his re
ligious dignities, at home or abroad,
are something into which the Constitu
tion rigorously forbids the national
authority to make any inquiry. It
would not be more unreasonable to say
that if old Kaiser William L., being
grand-master of the Ireemasons, had
conferred some exalted Masonic dig
nity on an American president, the
latter, accepting it, would thereby
have forfeited his office. American
federal law, as concerns political
rights, knows no more about ecclesias
tical titles or functions than about
Masonic titles or functions. What &
grand master does, or what a Pope
does, is in no way aflected, juridicaliy.
by the accidental fact that the grand-
master is also an emperor, and the

Pope also a King.
Cranit
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THE CONVERSION OF A SALVA-
TIONIST.

As you desired me to 1elate how and
by what steps I was led to the Church,
[ will endeavor to give you a few of the
many reasons why 1 came toaceept the
Catholic faith

The very earliest tendency acquired
in this direction was on the occasion ot
a visit with my father, when only
twelve vears old, to the cathedral in
Atlanta,Georgia. There were no serv
ices in progress at the time: we
simply stepped in to view the inside
beauties of the church, but the impres
sions of that moment have never lef
me, and 1 wes seized, as it werg, ‘;_-
an apparition that inside its walls was
a boly place

My very first ides of what the Church
was, or what it should be, was how it
should come fron God to man, and the
mpor:ance of its being handed down
and taught by a leader, who wo
make no mistake in governing it for
the people

Being raised amongst Bapt
earnestly entreated to accept that faith,
but for some reasons uever could be
given up to that persuasion. I had
attended, and knew some of the tenets
of tifteen different denominations,when

[ came in contac: with the Salvation
Army, which I then looked upon as the
cture of Christianity I ha
wwer beheld— only later to see the ides
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ON HEARING THE WORD OF
GOD.

Every adult Catholic has heard hun-
dreds of sermons on moral subjects ;
has llstened Sunday after Sunday to
explanations of the duties incumbent
on a Christian, or to denunciations of
a life of indifference, worldiness and
sin ; and it would seem that, had even
one tenth of these sermons been really
fruitful, the number of exemplary
Catholics in the ordinary parish should
be tenfold greater than it actually is
Why are so many instructions fruit
less ? Clearly because the seed of
(iod's word fails to fall upon good
ground. Certain conditions must ex
ist in the soil thatis to yield a plenti
ful harvest, and certain dispositions
must be found in the heart that is to
be truly benefited by a sermon.

The first of these dispositions is a
profound respect, and assuredly this
is not a difficult one to acquire. Had
wo been present when God spoke to
Moses amid the thunder and lightning
f Mt, Sinai, had we been living in
the time of Our Lord, and heard one of
His admirable discourses, we should
certainly have considered it a crime
t0 lend to so divine a word an indiffer
ent ear. DBut is that word of God any
less worthy of our respect now in the
mouth of His appointed minister who
jelivers it from the altar or the pulpit ?
Irue, the minister in commenting up
on it may mingle with it his weakness
or his ignorance ; but, nevertheless,
it is the word of God Water is
water, whether we drink it from an
earthen mug or a silver goblet : gold
is gold, whether it be tied up in the
corner of & cotton handkerchief or de
posited in a silk embroidered purse :
wrapped in the swaddling clothes ot
Jesus Christ was not less adorable when
Bethelem than when clad in the reful
gent glory of Mt, Thabor; and so the
word of God is none the less vener
able, mnone the less worthy of
our ct, when dressed in the
simple garb of mediocrity than wher
obed in the most magnificent colors
with which genius can array it.
Sermons should be listened to not
on'y with respect, but with attention
We listen to the news of the world with

& vivacity that loses nothing ; we reac
letters from relatives or friends with av
interest that engraves them upon the
memory. Why is it, then, that when
the preacher gives us news of heaven,
ur true home, and lessons on the
x eaus of arriving there, we become sc
careless and indifferent?
W hy is it that, instead of listening 1in
he depths of our hearts, asJesus Christ
rders us to do, we are so often
ccupied about two points only: the
ength of time that has elapsed since
he sermon began, and the period like
¥ to elapse t 11 be finished
nd we may get all about
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OUR BOYS.

Remember, boys, that you have to
work, whether vou handle a pick or
pen, a wheelbarrow or & set of books :
digging ditches or editing a paper,
you must work. If you look around
vou will see tnat the men who are most
able to live the rest of their days with-
ou: work are the men who work the
hardest. Don't be afraid of ing
vourself with work. It is beyond your
power to do that. Men cannot work
so hard as that, on the sunny side of
They die sometimes, but it is
juit work at six and
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For Consciznce's Sake,

Girard, the inofidel millionaire of
Philadelphia, one Saturday ordered all
his clerks to come on the morrow :
his whbarf, and help unload a newly
arrived ship. One young man ref
quietly :

¢ Mr
Sundays.’

“ You know our rules?

“Yeg, ] know. I have a mother !
support, but I can't work on Sundaj

‘ Well, step up to the desk and t
cashier will settle with you."”

For three weeks the young r
could fi no work, but one da
banker c to Girard to ask if T
nmend & man for cashi
This discharged your
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‘youd

‘ Yes,
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make a trustworthy cashier.” And he
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