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the British merchant wanis to sell
pective. customer: “See here,

» and tells his pros-
[ was in business before
you were born. My goods are the best in the world.
[ have been selling them in a cerfain way since 1799.
You don’t know how to buy, and you cannot have mv
goods unless you will agree to buy them in the way I
recommend,” it is a totally different proposition. The
Canadian merchant ngay not know all he should about
buying goods .abgoad, but he knows when he is
snubbed. Andybe 8 very apt to say to the proud
merchant prince |of “our little mother isle, God bless
her,” that he can-be served with less fuss and more
satisfaction by producers in other countries.

Some illustrations of the kind of reception a man
meets with when he goes over.to try and interest
British houses in Canadian import trade must.be re-
served for another issue. Our readers will find them

« Tich though lhr‘}", are not rare.

€

L

EARLY PROSPECTS FOR THE CROPS.

The spring season” is advanced suficiently now to
render it possible to gain a fairly definite idea as to the con-
dition of fall wheat’ after it has passed through the winter.,
Some of the reparts from Ontario, which is becoming an
increasingly fall wheat - Province, are adverse, but on the
whole they are very encouraging, particularly so in view of
the many dismal forecasts w hich have been made on account
of the absence of|snow. '}:fg"nrll Guelph, whichgis quite a
centre of this industry, conigs word that wheat has never
passed a winter more succgssfully than the:last. A few
spots on the knolls look barg, but on the whole the plant
never looked finer. It is browned somewhat on the top, but
this is attributed to the light $now-fall, and e ioots seem
thoroughly sound-and healthy. | In Peel county, for instance,
around Streetsville a remarkable improvement has set in
during the past few days, and most people say there will
be an average crop, if not one better than usual. Clover in
that county has suffered somewhat, the frost having heaved it
considerably on low-lying ground. There is still hope, how-
ever, for a fair crop even there. A different talé comes from
the Bay of Quinte district. In Prince Edward county clover
1s said to have been almost ruined by the alternate spells of
cold and warm weather, but wheat seems to have suffered
less than expected. Port Hope reports aré favorable. Chat-
hag district farmers say the prospects for wheat are good,
and some add “never better.” Around Tilbury, in Kent,
there is a larger acreage planted than usual. Spring seeding
in this section is already well advanced Joth clover and
wheat in the district around Kingston have suffered a good
deal, according to latest reports, and many farmers will sow
the latter again. Pastures, too, have been affected detriment-
ally. On sandy soil around Welland in the Niagara district
the wheat crop, we hear, has not looked better than now for
vears. The wheat in the neighborhood of Brantfgrd is well
advanced, jand the clover, barring untoward \u-éthvr con-
ditions fr(im this time forward, will probably be fair. A
good wHeat crop seems assured near St. Thomas. Around
Stratford, except in cases where it got a bad or late start, it
looks very promising.

From Waterloo county comes word of a large increase
in sugar-beet acreage, contracts having been ~1gm-«1 for a
total acreage of 1,769 acres ]

In the Grimsby fruit district spring work has begun in
carnest, and most observers state that the prospects for a
good crop of fruit were never better than they are this year
[t is anticipated by some that the strawberry crop will be
light, but at present most beds look very gooa

Interesting reports are beginning to be received from
C. P. R. agents in the West. These indicate that seeding
operations, while not in full"blast, may be said to be general
throughout the Western Provinces, and in some portions
the work is far advanced. On the main line West seeding
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has begun at many points, Buffiside, which includes Portage
la Prairie, being the first «lisﬁrxg:' to report operations as gen
eral. Seeding is as fully ad{{aﬁtwl in the new Provinces as
in Manitoba, especially in Sc&k&itchc\\nn. On the whole the
spring |i1s opening 1n a \\;i_\"’qditc satisfactory .to those con
cerned|in the grain crop, :1.1;1%{“ majority of agents report
an ingdrease of from 5 tol Mo per cent. in  the acr

dge of that Crop sown, ir tn rare cases @an IgCreasc
of 25 pér cent 1S rqmrh;d!: and in a 'Inr\\ immstances
there is a smal decrease, }Q:‘ certain comparatively new
points the increase is still lar;kcr Weyburn, for instance,
reports an increase of 40 pén im-nx ; Macoun, 65 per cent.;
Dundurn, on the Prince \]beg: line, -50 per cent.,, and
Stoughton, on the Moose Mousiain, 35 per cent
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OUR AUSTRALJAN LETTER.

The Canadian agents 5(‘(‘"1.!? have stopped grumbling at
Canadian manufacturers, thuugliixhr causes, therefore, have
not ceased. The Canadian trade )§ better done than it used to
be, but is not better than it 4‘.-§ght to be. One complant
made is the inequality of goods ﬁumnwl In some cases it 1s
evidently dwe ta,the lack of prub’!r sugervision insshipments,
the packer taking what comes | hand without proper in
spection, . In other cases it is ;l(léblll;lh](‘ to thee fact that the
agent here has, to secure nrtlt‘l's_,;;;lll the price and the Can-
adian manufacturers have cut (h(-?gu.qln_\' in accordance with
the price. This is a serious mistyke. The purchasers here
expect the goods to be equal to!flie sample. The Canadian
manufacturer is not bound to tiH‘fg{n order if his conditions
have not been observed, and he %iwuhl advise, not only his
agent, but the Australian T)u;\'cr 4;»f?thv fact. In no case, un-
less the buyer has assented to it| iihnnhl lower grade goods
than sample be sent : :

The lold story is constantly héq‘«l that orders have been
refused because prices have gone up in Canada without the
agent here being notified. He hag :Qukvn the orders in Aus-
tralia in [good faith and only find§ ihrcc months afterwards
that they will not be Mﬂwl" The % Canadian manufacturer
should cable changes of prices, and ;I he carelessly does not
advise his agent he is in honor ""!léd to fill at the old rate
the order sent to him. Failures tb Mo so may tell against
his trade in a-time when he will belmore anxious for this
market than he is to-day ;

Another point that m;muf:ncllirrﬁi seeming this market
must carefully consider—the m.'xtl_c(g’ qf mtroduction.. There
Is some inclination oif the. part | ®f Jarge houses to make
direct connection with the Canadin gxporter, but still the
probability is that nd business will rc?g‘ult from correspond
ence; and commission agents Mgt !f])(- n-r‘fxp]:,qml when a
direct representative is not sent ot .‘i‘hv great difficulty in
this system is"that the agent does Busipess only with whole
sale houseés, who in reality do not ili(r;rélhvv goods; and many
lines” which, -if properly made kn(—)\\xi, could be sold here,
utterly fail to get a.recognition. As &'_n illustration, a man
was selling a very considerable nunﬂu‘rf;(ni Canadian washing
machines.| There was not a house. whblesale or retail, who
would look at this line, though ctf()tt;ﬁ;ul been made to get
some oOne to take hold of it. This ln.ui securing the agency
paidno attention at all to the tradey b went directly to the
housekeeper, as Yankée clocks werd sald in the olden times,
and he reports that it is a rare ddse wWhere he makes these
machines known that he has to takg t«l_l.;-m out of the house
The difficulty is to get a man of lhl’{'kxlid, and still more dif
ficult.is it |to get a firm who will ilhpuif,t the goods and em
ploy such la man to properly introdhicelthem. Canadian ex-
porters are, no doubt, b(':('t with Wffers§ to introduce goods
upon payment of a fixed amount in .:1ldlkf-'ll to the regular
commissiop dnd, as some of them {kndW who have paid it,
without much success following he payment of a certain
sum 1s legitimate, but the Canadjdn exporter should h:
some assutance that the money will be: expended for
purpose for which it is paid, and ithat :;lhq- recipient |
sufficient of the trade here that he {Ax]l}h-rr undertake to s
troduce a line unless he knows that the Market will take it
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