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Manitoba’s Live Stock Statistics for “9N
and "99.

A comparison of the December live stock reports
for 1898 and 1899 of the Manitoba Department of
Agriculture, shows that this industry is only barely
holding its own. " The number of horses in the
Province. according to the 1898 estimate, was
101,836, while the hundreds of carloads imported
during the year from Ontario and the States, the
bands driven in from the west, and the foals bred
in the country, only increase the total to 102,635.
Manitoba is said to be a hard country on horses,
but surely the death-rate does not equal the un-
precidented importation of 1890. As these figures
given aré doubtless approximately correct, how can
this slight increase be accounted for? In cattle: 1898
showed 227,007 ; 18%), 2%).248 ; but it is estimated
that 12,000 head were exported, 25,000 vearling
stockers shipped to the ranches of the Territories,
and 10,000 storkers shipped to the United States,
and in ;'l(ldilitm to this must be recorded the num-
ber required for local consumption, which is anever-
increasing quantity. It is worthy of note in con-
nection with the trade in storkers, thatin 1808 20,000
went to the States, and 9,500 to the Territories,
whereas this past year only 10,000 go to the States,
while 25,000 were sent to our own ranches. This
may be accounted for by the big freight reductions
made on storkers to the west, the railway company
seeing it was to their benefit to retain these latter
in their own territory, so as to get the long haul on
the finished exports, and the discovery on the part
of rancher and dealer that a profitable business
could be done in finishing these young cattle on the
unlimited grass arvea of the west.

In sheep a slight increase is shown, from 32.053
in 1808 to 33,092 in 180 A falling off is shown in
swine, 66,011 in 1890 against G618 1in 1898, and the
statement is given that over 5,000 had to be import-
ed by the packers from Ontario, in addition to
heavy importations of hog products, in order to
supply local demand. The months of November and
December, however, shotv a big increase in receipts
of hogs, and a more regular supply is now looked fore

The statistics regarding poultry show a most
encouraging increase. although we ave still obliged
to import largely from Ontario for our Christmas
supply : the figuresgiven are interesting. The num-
ber of ]muln»_\' (lislu)Mﬂ of by farmers is given as:

Turkey=. Geese. (hickens.
1898 . oon e- 31405 13.010 127,660
1899 . (1% B 25159 146,205

If this percentage of increase is kept up for a
vear or two, Manitoba will not only be able to
supply her own market. but have some fowl to send
to the great mining districts of British Columbia.

Tree Planting.

The most sensible scheme yet proposed for aid
ing in the more }_:4-1\«'1':11 introduction of tree culture
throughout the prairie farms of the west, is that
nullin.(-d by Jas. Al Smart. Deputy Minister of the
Intevior. His l,yn‘n»itinn. as we understand it
is to have & stafl of two or three trained men con-
nected with each of the v,\'pvrinlvnt;\l farins,
.\pe-ri:ll duty it would be to instruct and assist
plant and care for trees. Of

whose
farmers Lo l”“‘l""’l.\'
course only those expressing desire for such as-
cistance, and undertaking to gve the required pro-
lt'(‘li“llv \\(\\11;] he :l‘ltl\’llA 'l‘l'." tree v',\iln'l‘[\ \\ull](]
make annual visits to inspect the plantations, ad-
as to further cultivation, pruning ete., ete.

\'i.\l‘ . -
No word 1= needed as to the desirability of the
morve ceneral ]vl:llx'il‘.: of trees for the shelter of the

hum.\n-:niin:\ md the Leautifving of the home

\\H']‘H‘llul‘llb‘;\ batt J!T}H"A;il the tact that trees il
oTOW thinost NI:A\'\\h»‘.-' “.“.“‘K_Lf]!lb'lf the whole
b\‘\‘l]“‘\\ <t with proper ,"zuill‘\llkl.l\)r"'llill"lll“li
ctpited hevond pre=tion, <Ll largs [n'!'wlx'ru_"'wl
the ¢ | Ve 11 s~ el bare o an
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tributed from the Experimental Farms, and have
been annually for years, yet nine-tenths of these
avre stuck in the ground and then left to fight for
their lives with grass and weeds, and of course the
latter gain the victory. To grow trees of any kind,
thorough and persistent cultivation is a first es-
sential, and of course there is also great importance
in setting them out properly and pruning them the
first year, so that when they have grown they serve
a useful purpose. and present an attractive appear”
ance.

Grain Competition for Paris Exposition
in N.-W. T.

As announced in the July Sth issue of the FarM-
ER'S ADVOCATE. the Terrvitorial Government of
fered at each of the fall shows of W) cash prizes for
the best exhibits of wheat, oats and barley, grown
in the season of 1899. Prizewinning samples to be
shipped to Regina, where gold, silver and bronze
medals would be awarded to the best samples for
warded. For this latter competition agricultural
societies, having held summer fairs during this
year, could also contribute exhibits. Samples win-
ning prizes to become the property of the Govern
ment, from which to prepare a grain exhibit for
the Paris Exposition. Nineteen agricultural socie
ties sent in exhibits, namely: Grenfell, Qu
Appelle, Moosomin, 5. Edmonton, Broadview,
Maple Creek, Central Saskatchewan, Stirling,
[.orne, W hitewood, Moose Jaw. Alameda, foast
Moose Mountain, Moose Mountain, N. K. Assini-
boia, Lt. Cut Arm and Qu’ Appelle, S. Saskatche-
wan. Gainsboro, Pheasant Forks. Following is &
list of the prizewinners: 1st. Red Fife swheat, 1.
(‘'unningham, Broadview, Broadview Agricultural
Society : 2nd, Red Fife wheat, Alexander Donald
son. Fort Qu Appelle Agricultural Society @ Hrd,
Red Fife wheat, Wm. MeMillan, High View, Assa.,
Moosomin Agricultural Society : Ist, oats, P.
Grimsky. (Churchbridge, Assa., N. k. Assiniboia
Agricultural Society : 2nd, oats, Thos. Daly. Clover
Bar., Alta.. S. Edmonton Agricultural Society @
3rd, oats, R. Kells, Maple (reek. Assa., Maple
Creek Agricultural Society ;. Ist, barley. 1.
Grimsky, Churchbridge. Assi. N. B Assiniboia
Agricultural Society : ond, barley. W. Clements,
Cannington Manor, Assa.. East Moose Mountain
Agricultural Society : 3rd, barley. I.. W. Griflin,
Moosomin, Assi., Moosomin Agricultural Society.
Grain Inspector Horne judged the wheat. and
Experimental IFarm Superintendent Angus MceRay
the oats and barley.

Frandulent Packing of Apples.

To the Editor FARMER'S ADVOCATE:

| am induced from long experience of the fraud
imposed on Manitobans and othersof t he Northwest
Territories in the shipment of apples from Ontario,
this past season has been the worst [ have w itnessed.
All the best apples are picked and put on top of the
barrel.and the inferior ones below : and very inferior
they are. Nodoubt many of them are picked off the
ground. as many are rotten and very worm-caten.
The average price for winter apples has been $E.0
per barrel retail. and when a qguarvter of them are
rotten it fmakes them almost prohibitory te the
farmers. | an writing this in hopes some action
will be taken to prevent this fraud. What would be
<rid of a farmer who topped oft his bags of wheat.
putting fmferior in the bottom ? This has been done
by unscrupulous persons, still few would stoop to
that practice. I believe much of the produce of
Canada sent to England is treated in the saane ways,
and is the cause of the bad name given to Canadian
produce. The British public will not submit tosuch
fraud, but we have toorgow ithout apples. asthey
cannot be grown here, and somany of us know well
the luxury of an apple. A Masrropa Vorn

(Thi~ fraud above reterred to has heen all too
common, and from lwx\nn‘ll experienee we Kknow
the west has long enongh been made @ dumping
sround for the wind ralls and wormy apples of the
vast, made to sell by placing a layer or two ol cood
frruit on top ot the harrels.  Tthas heen panti ularly
noticeable this vear, ]wlh.ip\. on aeccount of the
inferior quality ol the apple crop \ severe lesson
has at last. however, bheen tanght tomany ~hippers
by the trade buving on Winnipeg inspection and
many carloads hiove (SR OO R tesd = the=e have heen
11‘»l..)\x<l of Iy ]w\n}h ouetion in the ety At price
only a hittle more than <uflicient to pea the freight
charges., This ~hould. Al doubtl will, prosve o
w holesome lesson, and it s staprin sot IR
at least to this wholesile fraud.
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Small Samples or Large Lots for Test
Purposes.

The following letter from Superintendent Me-
Kay. of the Indian Head Experimental Farm, was
received too late for publication in our last issue.
The extract which misrepresents what Mr. Mckay
snid. was taken from the report of a special cor-
respondent, and there was not the slightest in-
tention on our part to draw wrong inferences.  As
«tated in the article of Dec. Sth issue, the dis-
tribution of small one-pound packages of cereal
arains seems of little practical benefit in Western
Canada, where seasons are short, and time and
conveniences for looking after small trial lots of
grain unlimited.  The plan suggested by Mr.
McKay ceems mueh more likely to prove practically
beneficial :

To the Editor FARMERS ADVOCATE:

Your article in last issue on ** Distribution of
Small Packages of Seed Grain from Experimental
Farms ™ is misleading, in so far as your report of
what 1 said at an Institute meeting in Alberta is
concerned.

Y our report is as follows:

“The plan_of sending round to farmers a few
pounds of ceeds of different variet ies of grains, ete.,
grown on the Experimental Farm, had not worked
very well. The quantities were too small for the
recipients to devote attention to the gruwth, etc.
It had therefore been decided to adopt a ditferent
plan. Sufficient seeds of several varieties to sow an
acre would be sent to the Agricultural Societies
that applied for them, and then these could be en-
trusted to farmers in whom the Society had confi-
dence. Farmers in several districts would then be
able to conduct their own experiments.  The Ex-
|wrimvnl:|l Farm was in Assiniboia, and it was
possible that certain seeds and particular methods
that were suited to that part of the country might
not be suited to Alberta. By the plan above indi-
cated the kinds suited to the different districts
would be ascertained. and thus would the farmer be
benefited.”

The facts are: .

At the Red River meeting a gentleman ¢om-
plained that the Experimental Farm at Indian
Head was of very little use to farmers in Alberta
on account of the distance, and that while the Farm
<ent up a good many .\’;unrlvs of grain, they were
cither not suitable to the climate of Alberta or the
recipient did not take care of them. He then asked
why an Experimental Farm could not be established
at Red Decer,which was near the center of Northern
\lberta.

The Hon. Mr. Bulyea, Commissioner of Agricul-
ture for the Northwest Territories, who was present,
replied, stating what was being done in this line at
Calgary, and that he hoped, in the near future, an
|'1x|wrinn~nl:ll Station would be started along the
line of railway te serve all the northern distriets.

On Mr. Bulyea closing his remarks, | made the
following offer to the Agricultural Society of Red
beer, whose president was, I think. chairman of
the meeting: “That as there was no chance of
Red Deer having an Fxperimental Station for some
vears at least, and as [ was aware of the fact that
many of the samples sent from the Farm at Indian
Head were thrown away or given improper treat
ment, if the \gricultural Society would take charge
and grow the crop, I would undertake to send the
Society sutlicient ceed to sow one acre each of two
or three varieties of wheat, and the same of oats
and barley, the \gricultural Society to pay freight
charges on seed to thresh the grain, and finally to
distribute to, or sell to, the members of the Society
the product of a1l the varieties, or only those givin;:
hest results.”

Two points woulil be gained by following this
plan. One in sceuring reliable data as to varieties
of grain most cuitable for Alberta, and the second
in allowing the members of the Society to secure
coedd of the varieties so found. )

No mention whatever was made as to a decision
to adopt a different plan in the distribution of
~umples than has been followed here before, and 1
mevle the offer entirely on my own responsibility in
the hope that it would reheve the Farm of the
necessity of distributing so many small samples,
take less ~eed than was distributed each year in the
three |mlm-l <amples, and prove a benefit to the
di<trict aceepting the proposition, which was sub
cequently made to ceveral agricultural societies in
Northern Vherta, Yours traly,

ANGUS MOK A Y, Supt.

Tons Lia=k. Virden, Man. Decs o ke
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