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Yesterday was one of the saddest days I
have had for a long time. I had a very
real regard for Mr. Weld, and always enjoyed
time spent with him. His kindness and thought-
ful consideration never failed. In the long
journies with him I got to fully recoguize an
unusual type in Canada—the genuine English
gentleman. His business shrewdness, fertility
of suggestion, tireless energy and enterprise
placed him among the very few first-class men it
has been my privilege to know. His loss will
leave a gap in the lives of those who have known
him well and long, that time will not fill up, and
the world will be the poorer for his going for the
rest of our time.

F. BrRIGDEN, Manager Toronto Engraving Co.

*
* *

I have always admired Mr. Weld for the fear-
less and straightforward manner in which, at all
times, he has expressed his views upon subjects
appertaining to the welfare of the farmer. And
though I had only once the pleasure of passing a
day with him, I and my brother Directors of
of the Agricultural Association here, were deeply
impressed by his kindly manner and the deep
interest he took in all agricultural subjects.

W. A. HALE, Sherbrooke, P. Q.

*
* *

I think it might well be said of Mr. Weld,

His life was work, his language rife
With rugged maxims hewn from life.
And though we lament his decease we know
that the work he has performed will continue to
live after him and stand as the best monument
to his memory.
(. C. CastoN, Oshawa, Ont.

*

His death means, with special force of -sadness
to the agricultural community of Canads, a
great national loss, and to many of us who work
for the farmers in a public capacity, the news of
his decease came as a personal bereavement.
A man who has been abundantly useful to the
common people in a wide sphere of activity has
gone to rest. Fearless and uncompromising in
his hostility and opposition to everything which
he thought menaced the welfare of the people
he was also the stout and steadfast friend, who
was aye glad to discharge its beautiful offices
with an earnest soul. To discriminate between
the public and private sides of his character
would be like trying to divorce the brightness
and warmth of flame from each other. His life
gave light, and help, and power to many others;
and as one of these I humbly lay this tribute on
the memory of an aged strong man, who honored
me in the first efforts of young manhood with
his honest friendship.

Jas. W. ROBERTSON,
Dominion Dairy Commissioner.

*
¥ *

I knew his motives and his plans of action
probably as well as anyone, as whenever he was
in Toronto he came in to consult and confide in
me, and I can say this, that he was honorable in

all his thoughts.
Tros. W. Dyas,

.
Manager Circulation and Advertising of Toroiito
Mail.

*

Mr. Weld was one of my most valued friends
__a true friend—and one whose friendship I
appreciated because it was warm and ¢rue. Can-
ada has sustained a loss in his death, as we
lose one of the most practical men we possessed,
and one who always had the best interests of
this country at heart honestly.

ALEX. McD. Arpax,
Outside-Manager of the Imperial Produce Co., of
Toronto. _

I have known and done business with Mr.
Weld for the last thirty years, and always re-
spected his candor and honesty of purpose in all
our transactions. He will be very much missed.

T. Gvy, Sydenham Farm, Oshawa.

A Portrait of the late Wm. Weld.

We deem it appropriate this month to present
to our readers a portrait of the late Wm. Weld,
founder of this paper.

The Future Policy of the Farmer’s
Advocate. .
The future policy of this paper will be as it
has been in the past. That is, to advocate and
forward the interests of the farmer in a most
spirited manner, and in every legitimate way.
No expense will be spared to maintain the high
excellence to which the ApvocATE has attained.
It will continue to be worthy of its noble found-
er, and of the full confidence and patronage of
the people of the Dominion.

The Cattle Shipping Enquiry.

Mr. Plimsoll, who has spent a lifetime in
studying how he could best relieve sailors from
the hardships that are undergone relative to
their seafaring life, has of late turned his atten-
tion to the transatlantic cattle trade, and we
hope that the enquiry thus entered into will
have good effect in that the Government will be
induced to look more closely into the matter.
Those that are watching the agricultural ex-
ports of Canada, and have made a study of our
future trade relations with Great Britain, must
be more and more impressed with the fact that
Canada’s future prosperity depends upon her live
cattle trade. It was cattle feeding that brought
Fnglish and Scotch farms up to their wonder-
ful fertility, and aside from the great source of
revenue we derive through cattle-feeding for the
British market, there is no other practical
means by which our farms can be kept up or
their lost fertility restored. Other countries are
on an equal or better basis for exporting dressed
beef, but none can equal us for the live cattle
trade, and all the talk of shipping our cattle in
dead beef form is just another nail driven in the
coffin in which to bury this trade for us. The
most profitable season to sell Canadian cattle in
British markets, since the advent of the export
trade, has been found to be after their stall-fed
cattle are sold, therefore our cattle have made
the best prices from June 15th until Aug. 15th,
the worst time in the year to keep meat. The
well-known tendency of meat shipped in refri-
gerator compartments to quickly lose its flavor,
and often become tainted, has and will continue
to militate against its use at the best prices.
Therefore everything that can possibly be done
to foster the trade in live cattle is what we
require. Through the cupidity of ship-owners
this trade has been greatly endangered ; not
satisfied with reasonable cargoes they have been
in the habit of shipping a great part of the cattle
on spar deck with a flimsy board shelter built as a
protection from whatever weather they wmay
chance to encounter. Although fastened to the
ironstanchions above the bulwarks the thin boards
of which thiswretched shelteris composed areliable
to be broken down or burst in by the first heavy
sea, and the cattle that have been accustomed to
comfortable quarters are drenched by the spray
or whatever sea may break over the vessel, and
the unfortunate beasts are knee deep in a mass
of filth and sea water, and any provender doled
out to them is completely spoiled before it can be
eaten, by being saturated with salt water. From
this it may be imagined in what state the
unfortunate cattle shipped upon this deck arrive
at British ports, and not much wonder that
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disease has been found among them. The
remedy is in better appointed quarters. If
shipped on spar deck the shelter should be such
as to keep out the worst weather, and so
arranged that the attendants have ready access
to the cattle, so that feeding and watering can
be easily and conveniently done in all sorts of
weather, and also between decks space arranged
so that a plentiful supply of fresh air may be
obtained without subjecting the cattle to
draughts. Railways should be compelled to run
their tracks so that cattle can be placed upon
board the vessels without driving them through
the hot streets, thus causing intense suffering
through heating up the vessel while loading and
by which means numbers are lost. If a few of
these minor details be properly looked after, and
which this trade deserves, we shall hear nothing

more of disease among our Canadian export
cattle. Through strong Government measures
our cattle are perfectly free from the infectious
diseases that are besetting other countries, and
to derive the full benefit of this happy state of
things it is necessary that the space allotted by
steamship companies be properly inspected.
Our cattle exporters also deserve to have their
interests looked after that every facility be given
to assist the handling of the cattle at the boats,

The Farmers’ Alliance.

For some time past in the Northern States
there has been an organization of farmers called
the National Farmers' Alliance, devoted to
promoting the interests of all farmers. In some
of the Southern States a similar organization is
working under a different name.. . During the
elections of last fall these Alliances came promi-
nently to the front and exerted in several states
a marked influence. The organization is not
connected with either political party and keeps
independent of all, but members of the Alliance
endeavor, in the political party with which they
may be connected, to have candidates nominated
who will support their views and help to further
their aims and objects. In many sections they
were unable to secure this, both political parties
holding off. They then put their own candi-
dates in the field, and in many cases elected
them. They developed a strength at the polls
that surprised all the old politicians. They ¢claim
that the object of the organization is to secure
unity of action among farmers ; to have intelli-
gent discussions of such reforms as may advance
the interests of farmers generally and better their
own condition. Nothing that can advance the
welfare of the farm or the farmer but comes under
their rules. They advocate advancel educational
facilities for specia! farm work ; discussion
of all topics relating to the farm, as breeding and
feeding of cattle ; growth of grasses and grains ;
marketing of products; rates of freight for
farm products. They are against all monopolies
which tend to make the rich richer and the poor
poorer. Against combinations which seek to
destroy legitimate trading and overturn the laws
of supply and demand. They seek to have in
these views the help of all classes in their efforts
against wrong and oppression, and in their
endeavors to raise their own position as farmers
and secure a fair return for the product of their
labor. Already it is said that some of these

Alliances have a foothold in Canada, and that
they are spreading in the western part of Ontario.
We will be glad to hear from those of our readers
who believe in the principles of the Alliance,
and who are conversant with its organization
and working ; or from those who believe in these
principles, and wonld like to know more about
them.
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