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GENERAL MONTGOMERY’S EPITAPH

By the Editor

A remarkable instance of the inaccuracy inseparable from over hurried 
historical work is furnished by Dr. Kingsford’s 1 challenge of the 
date of General Richard Montgomery’s death, as given by Benjamin 

Franklin in the epitaph inscribed upon the monument to Montgomery’s 
memory, in front of St. Paul’s church, New York. “He was killed under the 
walls of Quebec, during the attack made by him against that town on the 
31st December, 1775,” says Franklin. Kingsford places the date of the attack 
upon the 1st January, 1776, and though his work was only completed in 1898
he has already found imitators,—amongst them Calkin 2 and Clement 3,_
who have adopted the same date. Kingsford’s attitude in this matter is not 
even borne out by his own authorities, as Dr. Dionne 4 has just pointed out. 
The Canadian historian has appealed to Hugh Finlay 5, to Colonel Caldwella,
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