
THE CHRISTIAN HELPED4?

§nnbng Srhool $tpiulmtnt,
International Bible Lessons, 1877.

STUDIES IN THE ACTS.

Auc. 19—Thettalonians and Bsreans.—
Acts xvii : 1-14. A.D. 5a.

BEREAN READINGS.
Mmdaÿ. Swchine the Seripturee.-Aoti xvll : M4. 
Tuesday. The Earliest Scripture.—Deut. » : 1-82. 
Wednesday. The Book of Bcrtplnre.-Peut. xxri: 1-14. 
TAwadey. The Scriptures Discovered—2 KL xxtl : 8-28,

Friday. The fic-tpluree Read—Neh. till: 1-14. 
Saturday. TheScriptureecxplained.—Lukexxiv : 13-82. 

*1y. The Scriptures Precious—Psa. cxix : 07-112
GOLDEN TEXT.

d (earthed the Scriptures dally, whether those thing»
ire so.- Acte xvii : 11.

INTRODUCTORY.

As Luke, the writer of the Acts, does not use 
the word “ we” again until chapter xx : 5, it 
is probable he remained at Philippi, while Paul, 
Silas and Timothy, pushed on in a south-western 
direction, passing “through Amphipolis and 
Apollonia,’ —in neither of which towns there ap­
pears to have been any synagogue, and in which, 
their stay was very transient, and the work done, 
(if any) unimportant—" they came to Thessalon- 
ica, where was a synagogue of the Jews.”

Trace on a map, before the class, the places 
mentioned in the lesson ; or what is better, con­
struct a map in which only these places appear.

V. 1.—Amphipolis — thirty-three miles 
south-west from Philippi, on the river Strymon, 
which nearly surrounded the town, (hence the 
name amphi around, and polis the city). 
The ancient name of the place was “ Nine-ways,” 
from the great number of roads which met at 
this point.

• Apollonia—about thirty miles south-west of 
Amphipoli*. It was an inland town, the exact 
situation of which is not now known.

Thessalonica—about 37 miles due wist 
from Apollonia, at the head of the Thermale 
Gülf, and the north-western extremity of the 
P.gean Sea ; the pimcipal ai.d most populous city 
of Macedonia.—Ht own. Mere anciently it was 
called Therma ; at the present day it is known as 
Saloniki. In Paul’s time h was a large maritime 
city, apd the seat of a Roman governor. It re­
tained its old laws, which were administered by 
its own magistrates5 it was therefoie a "free
city."

Synagogue—the first one reached in Europe.
V. 2.—Aa his tnanner was.—See Acts 

ix : .20; xii : , 14 ; xiv j 11 ; xvii : 10, 17 j,
xvin : 4 ; xix : 8, Ac., and compare Luke iv; 16.

Three Sabbath Days—may refer only to' 
the time he labored specially among the ’.ws. 
However, that Paul stayed longer than ‘!vi in 
Thessalonica is evident from 1 Thess. i : 9, »o ;
ii : 9 ; a Thess. iii : 8; PhiL iv: 16.

Reasoned — expounding, persuading (see
chap, xxviii : 23. Scriptures—that is, the old 
Testament Scriptures.

V. 3. — Opening—explaining, unfolding. 
Alleging — maintaining, affirming. That 
Christ, that is, Messiah (see John iv : 25.) 
Must needs have suffered—See Gen. ult 
IS ; Fs. xxii ; 1-48 J Isaiah liii : 3-12 ;, Dan it 1 
26 ; Zech. xiii : p, 7 ; Luke xxiv : 26, 46 : Gal
iii : I ; Matt, xxvi ; 21.

Risen again—see Ps. xvi : 9, 10 ; Acts ii: 
2S*3S » Rom. ii 4i I COr. xv: 15-20; Matt. 
«▼I : 21. Whom I preach is Christ— 
Paul argued in succession the two following 
points : 1st. Certain things were predicted of the 
Messiah in the old Testament ; and 2nd. These 
predictions were peculiarly fulfilled in Jesus.

But these weie not the only truths Uught here

by Paul, as witness 1 Thess, i : 10 ; ii : 19 ; iii : 
13 ; iv : 13-17 ; v : 1-3 ; 2 Thess. i : 8-10 ; ii :

V. 4.—Some of them believed—that 
is, some of the Jews. (See chap, xiv : 1 ; xxviii : 
2& Consorted—cast in their lot with, (see 
verse 34 also) I Peter v : 3 ; 1 Thess. i : 5, 6 ; 
2 Cor. viii : 1, 5. Devout Greeks—these 
were piens proselytes, who, no doubt, read the 
Scrit lures in the Septuagint, or Greek version. 
Chief women— see verse 12, also chap, xiii; 
5a They were women of high standing.

V. 5.—Moved with Envy—see chap, 
vii : 9 ; xiii : 45. TTiose Jews “which believed 
not ” could not endure to see the happy effect of 
Paul’s preaching upon the others, and the prose­
lytes ; their influence was undermined. Lewd 
fellows—idle loungers about the market-place ; 
see Matt, xx : 3.

Gathered a company—rather, raised a 
mod. Jason, (Rom. xvi; 21), supposed to have 
been related to Paul.

To the people—that is, to a regular popular 
assembly of the citizens, to which offenders would 
be amenable for any breach of the peace.

V. 6.—Found them not. Paul and Silas 
had no doubt been enjoying Jason’s hospitality: 
(v. 7) but on timely warning had withdrawn, and 
found refuge elsewhere, (see v. 10.)

Turned the world upside down- 
thrown the world into confusion. Chap, xxi : 28 ; 
xvi : 20 ; Luke xxiii : 5 ; Acts xxiv ; 5 ; xxviii, 22.

V. 7.—Do contrary to the Der

Rom, x, t7). Honourable women—influen­
tial ; compare with verse 4.

4. Protecting, V. 14.—The brethr-n 
sent away Paul.

5. More Noble, V 11.—Better dispo­
sition^. Psalm cxix, 99-100; Prov. i, 5.

These Jews w.ere non* oC tbtio on fond of the 
Roman rule themselves ; buf, how veiy loyal they 
have become now 1—See chap, xvi, 21.

V. 8.—Troubled—See Matt, ii, g> Tohn 
xi, 48. Rulers—“politarches, the very name 
given to the magistrates of Thessalonica, in an 
inscription on a still remaining arch of the city— 
so minute is the accuracy of this history. "—Broom. 
It *s Ah entirely different word to “ magistrates 
in chap, xvi, 20 ; for Thessalonica enjoyed be 
right of self-government, and was free from the 
control of the provincial governor.

V. 9 —Security—probably a money pledge 
of some kind that the public peace would not' 
again be endangered by the missionaries ; or per­
haps a pledge that they should be sent away Iron» 
the city.— See chap, xvi, 39.

V. 10.—Sent away—See Matt, x, 23.
UNES OF APPROACH.

Review last lesson briefly, with a few words on 
concluding verses (35-4°) of the chapter j No­
tice the points of resemblance in Paul’s experience 
at Thessaldnica and Berea. The parallel is very 
interesting and instructive.

TOPIC . The Gospel Earnestly Studied.
2 Peter i. 21 ; 2 Tim. iii, nfïÿ. 1 '

We have here the
", , I , BEREANS. , : 1 ,i '

1. Receiving, V. UX — Berea was 
also, like the other places in this, lesson, a city , of, 
Macedonia, 50 miles tooth-west from Thessalon­
ica. It is a town even now 0f considerable popu­
lation and importance- the modem Verna.

V- II*—Received—attentively listened! to; 
The word—the: truth Paul preached. With 
all readiness of mind—c 
Jamés 1, 21 ‘ l ^etCPiii a ; 2

2. Searching, V. 11
examined. Scriptures—Old Testament, of
course, (John x. 39>- The word "«arch T mean» 
to seek diligently, after the manner of miners, who 
search for precious metals, ipally— See Psalm 
i, 2 ; cxix, 27 ; 2 Tim. iii, 15': Isaiah xxlxlv, 16 ; 
Luke xvi, 29 ; xxiv, 44. Whether . . were 
so. 1 Thess. v, 21 1 John iv, 1 ; (here “ spirits ” 
is equivalent to teachers).

3. 1 Bei rariNci, V. 12. — Therefore 
many of thotn (see. v. 4) believed. (Séé

‘ Search the Scriptures.”

August 26.—-Paul at Athena—Acts
xvii, 22-34. A.D. 52.

BEREAN READINGS.
Monday. The unknown God —Acts xrll : 22-34. 
Tuesday. The only God —lea. xliv : '
H eauesday. The Instar' " *

| mm. — ira. HIT : 1-10.
"|**|«•*•»■ x ne in.islkle God.—Job xxiii : 1-12. 
Thursday. God the Creator.-Gen. I ; 1-27.
Friday. God the Father.—Gen. Il : 1-1S.
Saturday. God the Ruler—Pao. xxiv : 1-1#.
Sunday God the Judge.—Rev. xx : 1-M.

GOLDEN TEXT.
For there Is one God and one Mediator between G oil 

nd men ; the man Christ Jesus.—1 Tbn. i| ; 6.
INTRODUCTORY.

The close of our last lesson left Silas and Timo­
thy at Berea, after Paul, had been sent away by 
the brethren, " to go, as it were, toward the sea.’’ 
Those that conducted pan' brought him to Athens. 
« distance of about *50 miles by land, (or a little 
further by sea), from Bereu. Having arrived 
there; he Sends a message beck tef Silas and 
Timothets to come to him “with all speed" 
(v. 15). There, in Athens, sartounded by science, 
art, literature, wealth, refinemént and idolatry’ 
stands this lone missionary of the Cross. As be 
passes from street to street, everywhere hesthen 
temples, altars and idols meet bis gaze ; and so 
anxious are the devotees of idolatry that no divin- 
îtv shall be overlooked, that they have erected an 
altar To an unknown god, (v. 23). How 
could one possessing the burning zeal of Paul 
resist sd gnpid an opportunity to preach frdm 

His henrt was hot *ithm hi* 
while he Was musing, the fire burned, (Ps. xxxix 
3) »*•. fc« vf «II, h. muM go ,0,1, ..™™,’
as was bis wont, to reason with the Jews, who had a 
sort of zeal for that God unknown to the heathen, 
but a zeal “ not according to knowledge ” (Kcm. 
*». ***)• f lndiag them and the proselytes apath>- 
ptic* he, the still; lone man, goes forth to the 

mark»»., where he finds an audience ready to 
discuss any topic, especially if it be " some new 
thing (v. 2t). Here he encounters representa­
tives of t*o different schools of philosophy, the 
Epknfeaes and thb Stole*. Bv them the new 

, doctrine» art treated soniewhat jestingÿ (i. 28} • 
but a» Part appeam “ to be a srtfct forth of at range 
gods, they invite him to Areopagus the küFaf 
Mars, “ a bo.by eminence n little to the west of 
*he Aortopdlis, The object was to place the 
.Apoatle where,he could I .card by ike multi­
tude: to, gwater advani, —Haekett. Here, 
standing amid a learned c any, *aul, with that 
tact that pre-eminently clc icrized him, (chap. 
k*vi, 1-3), commenced hi> address l.y saying 

‘ Ye taen of Athens, all things which I behold, 
bear Witness tô ÿotlr carefulhes* in religion,” &c 
( ConybeAidt trantilJtibn) v. 22, 23. ■ 1


