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The great secret is to have entire confidence in the 
love of God, in the certainty that He is the doer 
of it—not looking at circumstances or at second 
causes, but seeing the hand of the Lord in it, that 
it is the trial [testing] of our faith, and that it is 
Only on the way. When the day comes in which 
God has things His own way (He does His own 
work now, of course, but when He has things His 
own way,) these very trials will be found to praise 
and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus 
Christ. It is a process that He is carrying on 
now ; it may be even the putting into the furnace 
to bring out the preciousness of the faith. It is 
not a question of being cleansed, but He does cause 
us to pass through all that which He sees need­
ed for discipline. He uses the things that are in the 
world : the evil, the sin, the ill-will of others, all the 
things that are in the world, He uses simply as an 
instrument to break down and exercise our heart, 
so that our obedience may be simple, and that our 
faith may be found unto praise and honour and 
glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ.

We see thus what a strengthening it is to wait 
for Christ. It is not spoken of here in the highest 
way, but it is the same general principle. 1 am 
waiting. 1 do not think much of an uncomfortable 
inn if I know that I am only there fora short time 
on the way. I might perhaps wish it were better, 
but I do not trouble myself much about it, because 
I am not living there. 1 am not living in this 
world, I am dying here ; if there is a bit of the old.
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