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Sir John A. Macdonald is 4 man of marked in
dividuality. e is g phenomenal wan, and
Nature broke the mould when she made him,
He was born a politician, went early into pub.-
lic life, and has heen a party leader for more
than a generation. He is o awyer, and a good
one, but his devotion to polities has pry ted
him from b ilding P oa luerative practice in
keeping with i ialents, Ife js now G} years
old, as men reckon age, and shoas some of the

signs of being no longer young. Only some of

them, however, as in most respects he aAppears
to be the junior mewber of the House of Cou-
mons. Iis gayety, sprightliness, ready wit,
and boyish liking for a scene, remind one of
what was <aid of Disraeli 4t his age. e
shows hi. age somewhat in his knees, s
he walks quickly along with what is ealled
a stubbing step, and is slightly bent, Bt
his curly brown-black hLair hus hardly any
gray tinge, and Lis  whole appearance s
that of a man fully twenty years younger,
Although one of ‘the maost ar trary  of
leaders, either of Opposition or Government,
and always compelling his colleagues or sup-
porters to accept his views, he carefully pre-
serves the appearance of deferring to his asso-
ciates in all l’nin - His words, tone and man-
ner are always those of one who lewds hy vir-
tue of being merely the mnulhrim-o of those
who support him, and he allows his lieutenants
to do most of the work in the House and Com-
mittees, more because it pleases them to be
engaged in the fight than because he lacks
taste or energy for the constant skirmishing,
But when the battle grows hot, and blood he.
gink to flow, the gal'ant old leser leaps to his
feet and makes the llouse ring with his battle
cry. No other man can guicken the pulse,
arouse the passions, and agitate the nerves of
the House Eke him.  He changes a monoto-
nous cannonade into a cava'ry dash, a dull
siege approach into an assault on the enemy’

wnf a defense behind breastworks into a
charge upon the enemy's lines The rank and
file on both sides of the House, bored by the
continued wrangle tetween the occupants of
the front benches, are roused into feverish
interest when the old war-horse bounds to the
front with the gleam of battle in his eye. Then
a voice which is ordinarily too low for the anl-
leries rises into trumpet tones, reaches distant
corners of the building, and brings truant
members back to their seats Members lean
forward eagerly to hear him, remain silent for
a minute, and then applaud or express dissent,
He lays on the lush until his opponents howl
with rage and pain. e flaches out lightning-
like strokes of sarcasm, and his followers cheer
and clap their hands. He makes 1 intensely
humorous assault, and the laughter is loud.
He strikes home with lance-like thrusts, and
members jump to their feet, and, amid deafen-
ing shouts of order from Sir John's friends, try
to interject a denial or reply.  And thus, with
cheers, laughter and approving shouts on one
side, and cries of dissent on the other, the
voice of the orator rising clear and sharp above
the din, Sir John pours forth his fiery invec

tive. e turns to his followers, whenever he
makes a statement in which they are supposed
to coincide, takes their applause and cries of
approval as assent, and then wheels around
and repeats it with great emphasis.  “\We will
not submit t9 this Ministerial tyrunny,” he
will say, and then, after looking over his ap-
plauding followers, repeat with a loftier and
more triumphant air, * No, we will not submit
toit.” 1lis followers are taken into his conti-
dence in the same way when lie makesa ke, so
that the dullest of them may not be nec. sarily
behindhand with an appreciative laugh. This
enhances the effect, gratifies the thick-headed,
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and saves the speaker from the anti elimay of
atter he has bogun to mak.:
Hous remurks, By this kind of compade ship
Niv John endears himself 1o his supporters,
and makes them feel that they are with him
and not behind him. The French Conserva-
tives fairly worship hin. e is their natural
leader, and can rouse them more eflectually
in English, whether they under-tand the lan-
guage or not, than any other man e in
French,  Their eyes sparkle with delight when
he is on the way path, and they dance around
him with extravigant joy when he holds up
the sealps of the foe, They manitest they
feelings in - all parliamentary and many unpai
liamentary fashions, cheering, stamping, shout-
ing and ¢ ying out approbation in two lan-
guages, 1o electrifies them at will. They
would follow him to the vlly breach of »
division, though political death mounted guard
betore it 1iis impassioned oratory is of the
thorough French style ¢ ry gesture
every feature exprossive, cvery muse
in harmony with his motions. Ilis hands are
lifted on ) as the volume of his denuncia
tory cloyuence vises, and fall like a <hot when
the enemy is swept from bis vantage gromnd
and left to struggle in the flood. iy body -
bent forward until his head is near'y as low as
that of the Gentleman | sher of the Black Rod
when he bows to the Speaker of the House of
Commons, nud then he straightens up with the
elastic qu ss With which a bow regains its
shape when the arrow has heen shot. Ile sin-
gles out a vietim, holds him with his lightning
darting eye  as the Ancient Mariner held the
Wedding Guest, transfixes him with a thn<t
of his bony finger, and makes him writhe and
groan under the scorpion sting of his invective
The onlookérs divide their attention between
the orator and his victim, their feeli s de-
pending chiefly upon their personal or politi
cal relutions with them, Indignation is mani-
fested by passionate outcries, pity by commis-
serate looks, and approval by all the signs of
irrepressible hilarity Looking at Sir John
Macdonald at such times, and noting how su-
preme is the power with which hLe sways his
party, how their foes suffer under his assault,
1t is not easy to imagine the leadership in o
hands while he retains the vigor, the clasticity
and the spontaneity which now make him
master of the situation on all occasions. When
discussing questions of policy, the details of
legislation, or the inciples of Constitutional
law, Sir John's manner is entirely different
from his fighting attitude. Ile is calm, cl

cold, incisive, logical and #ood-tempered, quick
to see the bearings of every phrase, ready
with a remedy for e ery defect, and very suc
cessful in making the other side of the [louse
understand it as he does himself. e is as
wise (or wily) in council, and as dexterous in
debate, as he is mighty in conflic is last
great speech. in arraignment of Licut. (oy-
ernor Letellier's conduct in the dismissal of a
Ministry supported by both Houses of the e-
gislature, was never exceeded in the annals of
Canadian politieal life for calmness of tone,
freedom  from personality o partizanship,
clearness of statement, judicious uy ol an
thorities which supported withont encumber-
ing the argument, and severity of logic. Iy
was unanswerable, and the political friends
and supporters of the Lieut. Governor of
Quebec did not attempt to answer it, The
Prime Minister contented Lims: |f with plead
ing that the time had wot come for expressing
an opinion on the case, and the resolution of
censure was voted down on that ground, The
effect of the speech on My, Blake, the only
great legal mind on the Ministeriyl benches,
was shown by his going out of the [ouse when
the division bell rang. Ile was convinced that
Sir Johin was right, was too honest to act
against his conscience, and yet, naturally
enough, shrank from embarrassing his friends
by recording his vote against them. I will not
give you any specimens of Sir Jolin’s happy
retorts, witty repartees, and laughable ton
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hindreds of them will ocen to every
reader who is familiae wif] political life of
Canada. The operial hone which v
been bestowed upon him are greates than any
other Canadian enjoys. e ds almost the only
Colonial statesinan who has bee noadmitted
among the chosen few who enjoy the dignity
of the ancient Order of Lath, others havin
been honored only with the insignia of
moderm and less desivalide Opder of St Michael
M S George, Heis also the onlv Coloniy
tatesman who has been wide o P'rivy Coun
cllorof the Empire. Wil the vest of om
reat personages—our Minist 15y Senators and
other high functionaries, exeept those who
- Knighted—<lose theiy title of oy
¥ 20 10 England, and become
Sivdohn Macdonald enjoys
the title of Right Honorable throughout tiy
pive. His mercurial temperament |
‘ted by wine, and under the inflie
1y litthe of the ardent bis ks A peenlin
tes ol gesture and exprossion become extrava
gantly demonsteative in the ey
SIve people

plain My, or Fu

sof this pa
It has long been
lis enemies 1o sy, at such times,
vk, and they ) cpttup stll, 1 they conld
ve seen bim, after his e adlong  clarg
inst their ranks had ronted them from the
field, coolly consulting his followers on the
conduet of the ¢ mpaign, advising,
SURZesting, master of every detail, s

fashion of
that he is

directing,
mzeclem

ly to the end of every course proposed, they
would have taken hack thei charges
itis that the

Thus
e who do not know hin intim e
1se hitm of being intoxieated when
wintes are ready 1o take the ~tand and
Cthat he was perfeetly soley, A ool
deal of strong feeling, stimualated by a very
little wine, will make Sip Jolin shake his fist
ces of the * honoralile contlemen op-
il use epithets which, while be ing
paraamentary, sound st wtling to e
Fhen they say he js drunk
Rir dohn is, aceording to those who are apposed
to him, always dvunk when he enters the arena
with his war-paint on and makes one of his
fievee and Wiilliant assan'ts Heis drunk at
stuch times = drunk with th spiration of bat -
tle.  Siy John - Opponents have one motive for
accusing hivi of heing drunk whic h must not
be forgotten. Ihey like him personally, al
most every man of them, and, while smartir
under punishment, they excuse the foeling
that prompts them to show ne
resentment by attributing his se erity to in
toxicants.  “Sir John would never have gone
for me that way if he had Leen sober,” they
say, and then speak as Pleasantly as they can
when they meet him.  There is no other man
in Canada, drank or sol er, so well able to lead
a party as Siv John Maedonald, and the talk
of deposing him from the « ftainship of the
Liberal-Conservative combination is all moon
shine,
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PRINTER'S GuErk.—The fu)
knowledgmert of a weldin
generous allowance of cake, hy o rural profess-
or of typography: We ice Our most re-
spectful how (o the happy twain, and » the
upportunity to veturn our thanks for this most
unfed act of liberality,  May the matrimonial
chase which wow locks the form of our brother
typo justify all his preconceived dmpiressions.,
n wi r 3 of the conntry he W oroam,
whether ealled npon to fice the — ing waves of
adverse fortune, or stand before t and |1 of
enemies, may his life he suel that when tho
B of death shall be laid on him, and the ,
of existence draws to u close, he may prodoce
a elean proof, and claim a e leay title to an Lion-
orable ® inu) age of tistory, ns well as to “un
carthly inhevitance beyond the * + +,
-
Clande Do 1laven will pilot the Great Lon-
don Cireus through the country this summer,

Mr. Kirk, late of Moncion, i< about to open

a liotel in Neweastle,
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