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Ach !.!,• I-11,an absurdity, and yet it is a grim fact in every 

e that Christ’s effort can fail and lie 
Bth wartuil. Not that His search is careless, but 

that we shroud ourselves in darkness through 
which His love can Hud no way. The 
finite love of Christ is free from all blame. 

§God appeals to us in the strongest, tendcreat 
1 ways, and says, “ What more could have 

to my vineyard that I have not 
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irry the light of truth and life into dark 
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sublime in its conception and magi 
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great things find hail done by their hands. 
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The Church at Antioch, from which went 
forth the first missionaries, was a true church. 
Its chief | 
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mixed, m
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posed of Jews and Gentiles 
was evangelical, consisting of the tenets of 
the Gospel. Its worship was scriptural, 
including fasting and prayer. Its spirit was 
missionary, sending forth the first evangelists 
to the heathen. From such churches all 
through the ages, great religious lights have 
come to evangelize and bless the world. If 

faithful and efficient foreign 
maries, look well to the homo church.
1. Who Wkkk thk First Mikkioxahibh / 
Their homes shall be remembered and 

honored as long as the world stands. In 
the scroll of history’s greatest heroes and 
Iicncfactors, these men shall find a permanent 
place,the Hnst missionaries of the Cross, Bar- 
nnbus and Saul. These were men of faith, 
gifts and graces. They were first converted, 
then consecrated. They were men of tine- 
natural endowment, and of bn uni culture and 
experience, fitting sample of tbc men whom 
the iiusicm Church should send to the 
sionary Held. These two men were 
prophets and teachers, two iniimrtant offices 
in lie early Church a prophet being one who 
authoritatively uttered divine conimunicu- 

teacher, one who had the 
and explaining what the prophet
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3. Tub Search Prolonubh.
And it." That is a wonderful 
Hcntvncu.
tohrwt's perseverance, andiwtient f< >rgi veneas. 
Men tire of searching. Can a mother forget 
or abandon the seeking after a lost child I 
Yes ! if it has gone on for so long as to show 
that further search is Iio|r*1cks, she will go 
home and nurse her sorrow in her heart. It 
is another thing that the word "until” 
indicates, viz., the imssibility of bringing 
liack those who have gone farthest away and 
have been longest alisent. The world has a 
great deal to say 

deformity.
‘ incurable

plishing this task, our Leaguers must re- 
mem la-r, that it is one by one, and not 
in the mass, that souls are saved. Jesus 
saves the Samaritan 
her of the depth of 
Zacclneus by inviting him to receive Him into 
his house as his guest and Redeemer; Hesaves 
Nicodeinus by showing him the necessity of 
being bom from alsive before he could enter 
the kindom of heaven ; and He saves Mary 
Magdalen by delivering her from the power 
of seven evil spirits. < Ih. that each Leaguer 
of the eighty thousand in the Canadian Church 
would win at least one soul for Christ during 
this bright new year.

4. Tub Joy ok Fisihnu.—Christ ex|ieri- 
enced a rapture of delight when He found a 
lost sheep. Witness His bearing at the well 
of Sycliar when His joy over the re|R-ntance 
of the woman of Samaria made Him forget 
hunger, insomuch that the disciples wondered 
if any mail had given him to eat. That joy, con
tinues Bruce, imped for or experienced, made 
all His burdens light, made even the cross 
itself, abhorrent to His sentient nature, more 
than bearable. Then, it is the Gissl Shepherd 
himself that rejoices over his own recovered 
pro|a-rty ; but so vast and expulsive is it, he 
calleth his whole celestial family to rejoice 
with him. In this sense, it is joy “in the 
presence of the angels of God, ' they catch 
the flying joy, sharing it with the Great 
Deliverer. But this joy over the successful 
finding is terrestrial as well as celestial. 
There is joy among men as well as among 
angels. The jsiet speaks of “ the luxury of 
doing good." But the ecstasy of soul ex-
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time that Paul went to Cyprin 
the latest missions of any Boa 
Christianity has lieen a missionary religion.

Kacli man has his own jiarticular mis- 
i n the church. Some are liest for 

regular teachers, but would lie failures as 
evangelists or missionaries. Some are splen
did evangelists who would lie of far less 

mt as regular |stators or teachers.
4. The Holy Spirit guides the Church 

in the early time. And in In*w
many ways ! The Young People’s Societies, 
the modem Sunday School, the Womans 

■Iterance Union, the Missionart 
organizations, the Bible Societies, and other 
developments of Christian activity ban 
been as really inspired by the Holy Spirit as 
was the sending of the Hrst two miaaio

5. How to lind our mission.
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both as He didalsuit incurable cases of 
Christ knows nothing 

Xml in accnin-i a ses < 'hristian Tenlions ; a 
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2. How Were they Called to thk 
Work >. It is correct to say that these Hrst 
missionaries received Isdli an internal and 
external call.

(<i) Tin1 it ill rame lu Ilf .X/nwtionioiV.s them - 
aelret f- XVe cannot state detinitcly by what 

the Holy Spirit voiced His w ill to these 
The Spirit sneaks to men by con

science, by reason, by providence, by the 
Word, and by s|ieaking unmistakably within 
the soul so that there is no doubt as to tin- 
way to be pursued. Had these vieil not the 
moral conviction and strength inwrought by 
the personal call, it might have been dif
ficult to persuade them to undertake so 
arduous an enter in 
ceived their marchii 
manuel, and with 
u|win the work.

(6) The I'nil en me in oiiln'iiril form In llu 
Church. Without the authorization of the 
Church they were not to proceed. The work 
of carrying the Gospel into regions lieyoiid 
may lie done to some extent by private indi
viduals ; but the duty of sending the Gos|k-1 
into all the world rest* w ith the Church in 
its ciir|sirate capacity. Hence amliassadors 
should lie sent in its name and by its sane-
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It is of
ortance tliat we find out what thatfirst imp'

mission is, and enter u|niii the performance 
of our Father’s business. Wo may find this 

the same way that Saul and Barnabas did 
The Holy Spirit will teach us. 
iliac is as true to us as to them, (h) We 

find the will of the Spirit by prayer 
and self-surrender, that is, by intensely 
earnest seeking, with a complete yielding to 
Gisl, to do with ns as He will. (r) The 
knowledge of our work will come gradually 
to us, as we prove our fitness, and are led 

in the duties and work that come to us 
day by day.

•i. A missionary's requirements ; (<i) A
call from the Holy Spirit, (b) Ordination 
from his brethren. («•) Recognition by the 
Church. (d) A definite sphere of lal*>r. 
A missionary's inspiration : (a) The divine 
call concerning him. (b) The Spirit’* im
pulse within him. (<•) The Church's prayers 
behind him. (</) Tin- sighing of the heathen 
world la-fore him.

inmeans (<«) The
H!,'ll

•ise. But they had re* 
ng orders from King Ini- 
enthusiasm they entered
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