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THE SAVING RETIVANT.

In the great spiritual movement that
is making itself felt over the United
States, and that has spread to our own
land, great stress is laid upon the work
of the layman. Beginning with the min-
ister, the work next lays hold upon those
who can effectively co operate with him
in the work of winning souls. There are
such in every congregation, but their
power is latent. They have never been
trained to exercise it, and in all pro-
bability are quite ignorant that they pos-
sess it.  The leaders of this great move-
ment, one of whom is himself a layman,
insists that the first duty of the minister
is to call upon these men, and train them
to be efficient workers. From this little
centre the work will then spread out-
wards, warming the hearts of others as
it widens, till at length the outer circum-
ference is reached.

It will thus be seen that this isa
spiritual movement whose first effect will
be felt by the church member, by the pro-
fessing Christian, and by those professing
Christians whose profession has been
most re:!. There is much to be expected
from such a movement as this. It means
stronger life, a quicker spirituil pulse-
beat, a keener spiritual perception, a
deeper interest in the things of the King-
dom of Jesus Christ.  Is this not what is
most needed? We are engrossed in
matzrial things, we do not notice the
spiritual opportunity, it passes unim-
proved, and our spiritual sense has be-
come dulled and unperceptive. That
which will put new life into our souls,
making them quickly responsive to im-
pressions from the divine Spirit, must re-
sult in increased activity, and in greater
results among Christ's workmen.

The movement is very qui-t  There is
Jittle outward stir, and it is all the more
hopeful on that account. The outer circle
will be reached by and by, or we are much
mistaken ; bur just now the leaven is
W\‘"k':"h"
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PROFANE SWEARING.

In Knox Church, on Sabbath evening,
Rev. Mr. Ramsay preached an earnest
discourse on profane swearing, which has
become so clamant an evil that the civic
authorities not very long ago published a
warning to those who indulge in the prac-
tice that tne pena'ties of the statute would
be enforced against them if they were
convicted of such an offence. Mr. Ram-
say took for his text James 5 : 12 “Swear
not, neither by heaven, neither by the
earth,’ &c, and spoke very plainly and
earnestly.  There is need for plain speak-
ing on this subject. The profane swear-
ing which one will }ear on the streets, in
public resorts and other places, is simply
shocking  Men claiming to be gentle-
men indulge in profane swearing,and even
small boys will be heards taking God's
name in vain.  Would it not be well for
all Christ an s of all d ina-
tions to inaugurate a palpit crusade
against this evil, which seems to be grow-
ing in virulence.

In describing the wickedness of the
children of Israel in his time Jeremiah de-
clared, among other sins, ** because of
swearing the land mourneth,” Christian
teachers of the present day may well say
the same  The practice of protane swear
ing is as silly as it is wicked.  The prac-
tice of taking the name of God in vain,
and using the sacred name of the Saviour
in the most irreverent manner, is so dis-
gusting that it is a matter of surprise that
respectable people, ever. those who have
made no profession of religion, should ir
dulge in it themselves, or pass it «
lightly in others.
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SOME THRILLING STOR'ES are told in the
February number of the Missionary Review
of the World relating to the experiences of
missionaries who recently suffered martyr-
dom in China Dr, John R. Sykes has
gathered all the information obtainable, and
has told graphieally and sympathetically the
terrible tale of fire and sword. There are
also portraits of some of this “band of
martyrs.”  The wellknown Dr. Griffith
John also writes on the “Anti-foreign Crus-
ades in China” with special reference to their
cause and outcome. Another article of
unusual interest is a “Miracle of M ssions”
by the Editor, Dr. Picrson, who tells of
¢ Khama, the Christian Chief of Africa” who
not long ago visited England. Funk &
Wagnalls Co, 3o Lafayette Place, New
York. $2.50 a year.
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In view of the twentieth anniversary of
the Christian Endeavor movement sketch-
es of its progress are being written from
every point of view. Two of these are
worthy of careful study, that by Dr Clark
the originator of the movement, and that
by the versatile Secretary of Christian
Endeavor. It has been a mighty awaken-
ing power. Willit have to change its

plan of eperation now and become an
agency for directing and properly utilize

ing the power it hs ealled inte activity ?

TAE CHURCH COMMITTEES.

The Standing Committees of the Church
should be effective. = Every member of a
committee should be a man who is fully
alive to the importance of the work com-
mitted to him wi h his colleagues.  He
should also be a man who has had con-
siderable experience in the work which,
in the interval between the meetings of
the Assembly, has been committed to him
and his associates  He should be chosen
because he is the fittest man available for
that work

The Standing Commit'ees in all Courts
of our Church are chosen for various rea-
sons, An Assembly commissioner who
innocently moves that a « crtain course be
followed is seized upon as an available
committee man, and often made the Con-
vener. He may be a fit man, very often
he is not, and a good movement is killed
because of unskilful pilotage in ¢ mmit-
tee and on the floor of the Court. Itis
an unwritten law that would be greatly
honcred in the breach of it, that in choos-
ing committees, every section of the
Church should be represented.  Then,
100, if there are shades of opinion with re-
spect to the policy to be pursued in one
phase of the work of the Church, each
shade of opinion must have its represen-
tative. The absurdity of such a mode of
appointing a committee is seen in the un-
wic'ly and altogether impracticable Sab-
k School Committee.  In 1899 that

mmittee consisted of more than one hun-

red members. It is safe to say that not
1ore than ten of these attended the mect-
ings of the Committee during the year

Why not put this important work of the
Church, in some respects, the most im-
portant at the present time, in the hands
of ten men at most, who are known as
men that have this great work at heart,
and who have had practical experience in
it  Let them be chosen trom a limited
section of the Dominion, say within a
radius of seventy miles from a central
point. They couid then meet and con-
sult frequently, keep themselves thorough-
ly posted in all matters pertaining to that
branch of the work, and be prepured with
a report for the next General Assembly .
which does not emanate from one mind,
but is the result of the deliberation of ten
minds.  The next year choose ten men .
from another part of the Church’s. con-
stituency, with a different centre, a centre
whose circumfercnce touches that of the
former year, perhaps, and make them
responsible for the work of the Sabbath
Schools during that year.

We choose the Sabbath School Com-
mittee merely because of its size and the
importance of its work; and we choose it
as an example. It doubtless does as good
work, perhaps on the whole it does better
work than any other of the Assembly’s
Committees Under the circumstances
we think it doz2s marvellously good work.
Give it a chance.  Give it a corporate
body that is not burdened with threescore
useless appendages, any of whom may
suddenly awaken to life on the floor of the
Assembly, 10 announce-~*‘that his name
is on that committes, and this iy 'the. first °




