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THK MEN OF THE NINETIES

I intt-nil to attempt here is n summary of the
activities of t-erlaiii typical L>xamples of the
group as will serve to furnish an apprec-iatioii

of their f,'eneral work. And the way I pntpose
to obtain this view is to iK-gin by eonsiderinf,'

Beardsley as the central figure of the jHTiod ;

to deal next with the two nmst vital manifestoes
of the movement and their respective literary

editors. The Yelhm Book and Henry Harland,
The Savoy and Mr. Arthur Symons, passing
on in turn to the writers of fiction, the poets,

the essayists and dramatists not of the whole
decade, but only to those with whom this par-

ticular movement is concerned ; it will then \k
time to make a few deductions on the spirit of
the whole of this tendency. By rigidly adhering
to only those men who were actually of the
nineties group I am only too conscious these

pages will be considered often to be lacking in

the great literary events and figures of the age,

such as Hardy's Jttde the Obseure, the rise of
the Kipling star, the tragedy of Wilde, the
coming of Conrad, etc. etc. Yet the sole

object of this scant summary would lie defeated
if I iK'gan to prattle of these and others like

Bernard Shaw. In fact its ra'mm d'etre con-
strains a method of treatment which must not
lie broken.
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