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ACT I. 8V£NE HI.

Ross. The king hath happily received, Macbeth,
The news of thy success; and when he reads
Thy personal venture in the rebels'Jight,
His wonders and his praises do contend
Which should be thine or his : silenced with that,
In viewing oW the rest o' the selfsame day.
Hefinds thee in the stout Norweyan ranks.
Nothing a/eard of what thyself didst make.
Strange images of death. As thick as hail
Came post wtth post; and every one did bear
Thy praises in his kingdom's great defence.
And fiour'd them down be/ore him.
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Thi« Hpeech is pcrha,* the .hrewdent example of the subtle han.lhn^ .f
ambi^'tious phrases by an intri^ier to be met witli anywhere
Many will say no doubt that it is easy to read subtle meanin,^ into any

Ta >uS' il .;>""""
h'J'

'" --emembered that all the annotato^ who havegrappled with this speech have con,e to one of two conclusions, (a) That it
« corrupt or uumtelligible. (b) That Koss forgot what he actu;ilV ha.lld

hat Z;\„,"
"'^'^

^''r
'"'""• ""' "''•^' ^"' -> *»"^^ -explanation

reply to the latter It is urged that while a play whose very subie.- I»murder is hardly con.p.ete without a spy and intri'guer. such a'pCTal n^particular need of a weak-«,inde<l thane who cannot remen.ber a few hou«
after, the most in.portant woi-ds of his life-time. Dat.iel. who is accepted bv

Scu,^'" 'fr T ^'"' "" ""'^^'^ *»•« ^^^ appreciation 'of thedifflcult.es involved, gives up the explanation in despair: "Ross andAngus oo„.e fron. the King. Ross describes how the news of Macbeth.

with the title of Cawdor, and AnKUs informs Macteth that Cawdor lie*

CritrK '' '- -treasons capital,' but whether'^he tls t
ie klowT not r'" r.

:'**' *'' '''"' [Maodonwald], or with both,he known not, Ross <hd know when, in the preceding scene, he took

t a"t Tnv ? Tl "^ ''^ '''"^
•
*'"* *•« '*•«*' •'P»-'"- *« hav^ forgot"'t. at any rate he does not betray his knowledge. Ma^hMJ.: L .r

rncrr^ory u eoen ,m,re, retnarkable than Jto^.S. He .ioesn't recollecthaving, hnnsdf defeated Cawdo, but a few short hou«-we migh say m'nut«-ago; and the Witches' prophetic greeting of him by that title, and Lt^


