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case of the French has especially astonished

Americans ; for we expected the French to be

more excitable. Taken as a whole, the Teutonic

literature has from the first been characterised

by an uncontrollable bitterness and violent de-

nunciation of the enemy and of neutrals ; which

has also surprised Am*;rlcans, for we expected

you to be more logical and self-contained than

the French, Instead of less so.

Americans believe that the German people

are a great people, capable of great and good

things. They honour and admire the Germany

which finds h ^ best expression in the literature,

music, and science which has justly made you

famous. But they distrust and abhor the Ger-

man Government which has made the name of

Germany Infamous. The heroic bravery of the

German soldiers dying for their Fatherland, and

the heroic fortitude of the German women who

bear and suffer—all fail to evoke any enthu-

siasn. in this country, or in other neutral coun-

tries, because of the stain which the German

military Government has put upon their sacri-

fices. Your greatest victories bring no world

honour to your armies because of the cloud of

dishonour which hangs over every achievement

of the German military machine. There is no

enthusiasm, and very little praise, for the captors

of Warsaw andVllna, for Americans remember

that it was German soldiers who murdered

innocent hostages from " military necessity,"


