
Section II., I'tUt. Thans. H. S C

II.— Lniinnridnii.

By Lt.-Coi.o.nki, William Whom.

Alllliiii cif

Till' I'IkIiI lor ('itiiacl;i
"

(Hoad thf 2Mli Si-ptfiiilicr l!»l(l.»

I'l(KKA( K.

A river, liki' a man, i.-i the triuiiii)M <>f Ixxly, soul iiinl spirit.

Everyouc knows the St. Luwicnce as a fjiant body for all the world

to wonder at. Hut few know it as the home of a much };f«''ili''" '^""l

and spirit, the inspi ation of all who heed its hest appeal.

We are insi.stevtly told that our modern civili/ation is makin<' for

every kind of n« .

' 'uoral righteousness. So it may, in the end.

But. as an ajr" -iion is always apt to mistake comfort for

civilization, W( to find the St. Lawrence makiiijj; only a

statistical appe .si ;f our people to-day. Higher aspects arc

nearly hidden by imii.<-uiate surrounilinjrs of horse-power, (gallons, and

dollars and cents. But the fact that this is so does not imply any real

incompatibility betw(H>n the dilTerent asix'cts. "Business is l)usiness"

is an excellent definition of a most excellent thiii^r .\nd, usiiif; the

word "business" to cover every form of honest money-making', the;

definition becomes .still better, by rea.son of its imi)lications. We (an

no more exist without business than we can without food, liusiness

is always and everywhere indispensable for every peopli' and, to a

greater or less extent, for every indivitlual man, woman and child in

the world. Moreover, it supplies the necessary material basis for all

higher things. So I have nothing whatever to say against business

here, although I look at the life of our River from (piite a different

point of view. On the contrary. I am always ready to cry "busine.ss

is business" with the best of tiiem. liut I do this because I In^lieve

that business is really business, pure and simple— the root of existence,

not the flower of life.

The flower of life is Service—the service of (lod in Religion, and

the service of Man in Statesman.ship, War and the Intellectual Life.

Service is greater than business, immea.surably greater; for it is the

soul and spirit of life, not the mere body of existence. But it is mahily

done for business people, who naturally form the bulk of mankind.

It is sometimes done by then , and then they deserve greater credit,

other things l)eing etpial, than people habitually engaged in service,

Itecause they must first rise above their busine.ss, while service it.self

exalts its devotees. Besides, there are kinds of applied business which


