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pki, and that fhc ptnioQ of her Mol, M of his,WM a tender,
deep-lyteg faith tonvards God, which eoald txiet faidepen-

dently of outward aymbob aad ceremonies. But onHhe
othen ol his school he was happy too to notice and
encODrafe friendly rdatioas hetween Lady Maxwell ami
his davmer, since he recognised the sincere and laving
spirit Of the old lady beneath her inpentitions. and knew
very well that her friendship wonld do for the girl what
his own love could not.

The other posion of Isabel's Hie at present lay in her
brother Anthony, who was aboot three years j^onnger than
herself, and who was jnst now more interested in Us falcons
and pony than in M the reUgions systems and human
relationships in the world, except perhaps in his friendship
for Hubert, who besides being three or four years older than
himself, cared for the same tUngs.
And so relations between the HaU and the Dower House

were all that they should be, and the path that ran through
the gardens of the one and tlie yew hedge and orchard of
the other was ahnost as well trodden as if all still formed
OM estate.

As for the village itself, it was exceedingly difficult to
gauge accurately the theological atmosphere. TIms Rector
despaired of doing so. It was true that at Easter the entire
population, except the Maxwells and their dependents,
received communion in the parish church, or at least pro-
fessed their willingness and intention to do so unless pre-
vented by some accident of the i»eceding week ; but it was
impossible to be blind to the fsct that many of the old
beliefs lingered on, and that there was littie enthusiasm

'for the new system. Rumours broke out now and again
that the Catholics were rising in the north ; that Elisabeth
contemplated a Spanish or French marriage with a return
to the old religion ; that Mary Stuart would yet come to
the throne ; and with each such report there came occa-
sionaUy a biust of joy in unsuspected quarters. Old
Martin, for example, had been overheard, so a zealous
neighbour reported, blessing Our Lady aloud for her merdes
when a passing traveller had insisted that a teligious league
was in progress of f<vmation between France and Spam,


