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AT the offices of Philip Colton & Co.,

just off Wall Street, an unusual stir

was apparent—an air of expectancy seemed

to pervade everything. The cashier had

arrived at his desk half an hour earlier than

usual, and so had the stock clerk and the

two book-keepers. This had been in ac-

cordance with Mr. Colton's instructions the

night before, and they had been carried out

to the minute. The papers in the big cop-

per loan, he had told the stock clerk, were

to be signed at half-past eleven o'clock the

next morning, and he wanted all the busi-

ness of the preceding day cleaned up and

out of the way before the new deal went

through. This accomplished, he said to
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