B ﬁeld on whrch Canada wrll serve W1th some twenty-three other countnes - that
R s, for the peaceful uses of outer space. = - o Leste T :
In 1958 there was a committee set up on outer space, omposed of erghteen
“. mémbers, of which Canada was one. 'But Russia and other Commumst nations
. refused to partlcrpate because ‘they said that the’ membershrp of the comnnttee
. was not fair; and because’ they would not  participate, . several other nations
" on the committee, including the United Arab Republlc and India, also refused
* to participate, ) the committee was “stymred” from the start. - | -
" Thé situation has now. been changed The committee has been - increased
to twenty-four and it is hoped that now they will proceed -The set-up of the
present committee is twelve from the Western countrles, six from the Soviet §
Bloc, and six from the uncommitted nations. : :

It is encouraging that the contentious issue of membershlp was resclved

~in a way which makes it possible for the Soviet Unlon to partlcrpate in thc
" challenging work of the committee.

As Mr. Nesbitt told the Assembly, it is our hope that one of the achieve-
ments of the new committee on the peaceful uses of outer space will be the
formulatlon of a rule, and the finding of means to gam ‘universal aceeptanee of
that rule, that no part of space or any celestial body may be approprrated by or
subjected to the jurisdiction of any state. : .

"In other words, there is to be no national clalm to outer space — we hope.
‘Ttis expected that the first meeting of the new commlttee w111 open in New York
on March 15. - : S : ;

" In addmon to making plans for the conduct of its future work in techmcal

+ and legal fields, the committee will concern 1tself with arrangements for the §
- holding of an mtematlonal conference on the peaceful uses of outer space, poss1bly
" this year. : : :

* Mind you, in addmon to- peaceful uses of outer space, thrs outer space ques
“tion also involves problems for the Disarmament Commrttee. And a lot of
“thought is bemg put on that subJect in the Disarmament Commlttee. -

I have some notes here on radratlon but I shall not take up the time of the
Committee to go over them. : ' ' =

Intematlonal Courts : :
I have a few brief comments on Canad1an membershlp on the Permanent Court
of Arbitration." ce :

+ Canada has decided to support actively the Permanent Court of Arbrtratlom
and her Ambassador in The Hague will represent Canada on its Administrativ
Councll . . S :
Forty-four other countnes are members of the Court whlch was establnshed
m 1899 for the settlement of drsputes between states. S -

e " The Permanent Court of Arbitration is in many respects a complement 10
the International Court of Justice, in that it provides an informal and mor
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