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“Plan ahead the man said”

“Plan ahead the man said
For much too soon, We'll
all be dead”

The above quotation sounds like
a combination of the thoughts of
a corporation executive and a
m:orbid philosopher.

With some slight adaptation they
can be applied to a continuing
problem we have at Dalhousie
University. It is becoming more
frequent in student activities that
we reach out into the world
around us for entertainment and
information. Renowned folk sing-
ing groups, and speakers well-
known in their fields are supply-
ing us with food for thought as
well as relaxation. Those of us
who only partake, are not aware
of the frantic behind-the-scenes
last minute scramble that occurs
every year at Dalhousie in ar-
ranging appearances of these
sought after personalities on
campus. These people we bring to
our campus book dates up to a

vear in advance and when two
months before winter carnival we
go seeking top-notch entertain-
ment selections are extremely
limited.

Many of the speakers we have
had on campus this year have
been excellent and have proved
that Dalhousie students are in-
terested in the world outside our
ivory tower. However, we have
not had a Barry Goldwater, an
Adalai Stevenson, a Real Caou-
ette, a Lester Pearson at Dal for
a long time. To engage personal-
ities of this caliber we must plan
at least a year in advance.

We urge our student council to
consider the problems they are
having this year and evaluate
what can be arranged in the

school term of 1963-64 for the
vear 1964-65. Examples are
many.

1. Entertainment for Winter

Carnival.
2. A major attraction for the fall

term — now lacking because it is
too late in October to plan for
November.

3. Dates hotel reservations for
the school formal.

4, Place and orchestra for
D.G.D.S.; it appears they need
the help.

5. The dates of the mid-term
break, this should be fixed perm-
anently.

6. Guest
prominence.

One of the major reasons for
co-called student ability on this
campus is our inability to see any
farther into the future than the
present school year. Lack of fra-
dition a school is the result
of this s t-sightedness. The slow-
ness of general improvements
can also he traced to this fault,
evidenced be an article in the Dal-

speakers of world

housie Gazette titled “The case
for a student union building”,
published 1910. Then we must

plan ahead as the man said!

DALHOUSIE

Not only can our students be
accused of not thinking one year
into the future we can see lack of
foresight even extending into what
will hapen next February. That
is only two months away. At that
time we will once again elect a
group of individuals who will spend
$60,000 of our money, who will
govern all student activities on
campus, and who will probably not
be the best people to handle these
tremendous responsibilities. In
eight short weeks we go to the
polls to elect our student council
for the year 1964-65. It has gen-
erally been true that these elec-
fions generate about as much in-
terest as a snow storm in the
Northwest Territories in Decem-
ber. At society meetings the week
before elections which one tenth
of our student population attend
candidates are nominated for Stu-
dent Council positions. Elections
are et for the first week in Feb-
ruary then postponed till some op-
position ean be found for the only
pair in the field for the president
and vice-president’s jobs. Finally

NEXT COUNCIL PRESIDENT

election day arrives and about 50
per cent of the students vote. All
it requires to win a seat on coun-
cil is a large number of friends.

If the students are not interest-
ed in this annual circus because
having evaluated what it produces,
they have decided that it is not
impertant, then why have a stu-
dent council at all, a dictatorship
would be sufficient, then we
can turn our efforts to seeking a
benevolent despot to run our cam-
pus affairs.

If, however, this method of gov-
ernment of ours is worthy of per-
petuation then it must be worthy of
greater participation We must
start thinking now of who
will be best suited to handle the
responsibilities of government. Do
you think you can handle the presi-
dent’s job? If so, do something
about it, the vice-president’s job is
also available, so are the various
faculty representatives slots. There
should be at least three candi-
dates in the field for the presi-
dent’s jeb. While many of our presi-
dents have been in graduate school,

undergraduates have done good
jobs in the past. We must start
thinking now. People who want po-
sitions on campus should start
campaigning very shortly so we
can find out what their thoughts
are, and if we agree with them

The pairing of presidential and
vice-presidential candidates as
one team should be abolished.
What we require in our council’s
leadership is people who have dif-
ferent ideas, and are willing to
fisht for them. Council this year
has become sluggish through too
much agreement and not enough
argument.

Faculty presidents, the present
council and all individuals on cam-
pus should be looking around for
the best material available to us
for our government. These people
once discovered should be convine-
ea to offer for election. If you do
not want a student council say
so, if you do think a council is nec-
essary accept the responsibility to
seek out the men best qualified
for it.

THE GOOD OLD WAYS ARE GONE

Last year when Christmas exams
were suspended, chaos reigned dur-
ing the first term. This year there
has been an attempt to tighten up
the two one hour test system. It
has not been completely success-
ful, students find themselves writ-
ing at least one test a week be-
tween the middle of November
and the end of the term. The con-
tinual pressure of exams makes

it difficult to keep up-to-date in
all our courses. If these one hour
tests were confined to two per-
inds for example from the tenth of
November to the 21 and the 10th
of December to the end of the term
they would better serve the pur-
pose. It is slightly ridiculous to
write a mid-term test Nov. 30th
and a final one Deec. 7th.

This examination system has

had an excellent effect, students
are continually working rather
than cramming for one set of

exams. Freshmen are immediate-
ly initiated into college exams,
and upper classmen who have de-

veloped the ability to cram are
being forced to abandon their old
ways and concentrate on their
work for the whole term.

| the wooden horse -

WILL RETURN AFTER XMAS

Editorial
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Block that cobweb

The essence of the university
ligibility.

today is a cult of mutual unintel-

Dr. Northrup Frye, one of Canada's cutstanding men of letters,
made that statement the other day in Kingston.

It is also the conclusion that

has been reached by hundreds of

puzzled undergraduates after three sleepy months in the ivy-cover-

ed halls of learning.

Like the sociology students who complained last week in The
Ubyssey about a dry, aimless course, which they are forced to swal-

low on TV, yet,

Unfortunately, the sociology class is not the only one suffering
from the blight of the academic supermarketf, indeed, it's probably

belter off than some.

In class after class, undergraduates are, faced by teachers who

can’t teach.
they do is inspire 10:30 aum,
about who is really UBC’s worst.

"hey don’t inspire one to learn, or to think. The most
yawns,

and coffee-shop discussions

These profs read from the textbook, which is usually even dull-
er, take whole periods to explain a “simple” concept which is just
too simple for words, and dash from the room precisely 10 seconds

before the buzzer. They are
They are nit-picking, cynical and

irritating,

humorless, condescending.

anti-social,

And they’re encouraged to withdraw even more by a strange
custom which decrees that the best professors are the ones who hide
the most in their office, reading the oldest books, and writing the

most academic papers. You must be able to publish,

university.

not teach, at

We must have it all wrong, but, to us, this tradition is the clas-
’

sic example of the cobwebby,
mind at work.

complacent, conventional academic

The only solution we can see is to memorize your crib sheets,
snatch your BA from the chancellor, and get the hell out of here.

And, oh—if you hear a rustle

you're reading this, don’t worry.
his cobwebs.

up at the front of the class while
It's just your professor scratching

QUESTION: Could ihe above criticisms be leveled at Dalhousie?

LETTERS
TO THE
EDITOR

Dear Sir:
While editorial (Nov. 27)
concerning the assasination of
John F. Kennedy possibly reflects
the sentiments of most Dal stu-
dents and, indeed, most Canadians,
one must be wary of thoughtless
reiteration of the comments made
on the American radio and TV
networks. In the second para-
graph you say, “A remarkable
illustration of our system of gov-
ernment accompanied this trage-
dy.”” Albiet ‘‘remarkable’” it is
NOT “ours'’. Despite the some-
times overwhelming evidence to

your

contrary, we Canadians have not

yet been annexed to the United

States.

Sincerely,
Ronald E. Schaub

Ed's note: the system is democ-
racy, the mechanics differ, but
the results are similar.

Nossal WUSC
Speaker

Frederick Nossal, Far East cor-
Globe
and Mail, will speak in room 232
Administration
Thursday, December
5, 4:30 p.m. This lecture is spon-
WUSC Committee.
Mr. Nossal’'s topic will be “Why

respondent of the Toronto
of the Arts and
Building on

sored by the

China is feared’.

We extend our deepest sympathy to Leslie Grant (Sc. )
and her family on the loss of her father, Commander Ken-
neth E. Grant, R.C.N. in the recent air crash at Montreal.
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