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Winipeg's Winter H1oliday

Y OU must go te the Canadian West te flnd an an-

nual holiday season that cernes ia the middle cf

winter. If yen value personal popularitv do net permit

yoursell te, rernark that the great curling boaspiel is

possible becanse business meves slowly wben the ther-

morneter tells that the temperature is thirty below zero.

The Westerner will at once enter au energetic denial il

auy sucli statemeat is hazarded. And t e will assure

yen that lu the winter of the West business nerninally is

as brisk as it is la theEast la the softest days of sain-

mer. It is impossible, be. further will say, for the

Westerners te take a fortnight's vacation ia the suner

time when everybodv, farmer and nierchant, banker and

hetel-keeper, has to work eighteen heurs a day in order

that hie may keep pace with the rush of business which

the striding Last West demands.

Thus yen will understand that the slack turne in Feb-

muary is slack oaly la a comparative sease. From the

leothills of the Rockies te the ice-bouad hartour of

hall a dozen rinks from ainie in the inorniag until hall-

past twelve, froin two until six and frein eight until

pretýty nearly any turne the roar of the curling stone can

be heard as it gyrates slowly down the ice. Men froni

St. Paul, Minnesota, who see Winnipeg ouly once a year,

greet brothers froin Calgary, and one or two Ontario

rinks annuallv encounter a rink or two froin faraway

Edmonton. Winnipeg supplies perhaps, hall the total

number of contestants and it is proof of the catbolicity

cf the gaine and of Frenchi Canadian progress that one

of the three champion curlers of the West is E. J.

Rochon, a sportsman with not a drop of aaything but

Frenchi blood la bis veins.

Those coon coats seem to be part of the dress ii

forin of the curlers. They certainly play no part li

what may 'be callkd the service uniforrn. When the

gaine is on, thocse warm blooded slingers cf fil ty pounid

pebfles discard ail their outer wraps and appear in a

forty below atinosphere with a loose hittilng jersey or

Cardigan jacket. One of themn grianed cheerfully when

amnazernent was expressed. "Oh, that's ail rigrht," lie
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Thunder Bay the curlers and their wives .iourney in

hundreds te Winnipeg where annually takes place the

greatest curling tourney in the world. Half a thousand

and mocre of curlers play the gaine ; four times hall a

thousaad visitors are ou baud te witness the contests

and incidentally in nmany cas-es to do a considerabI2

ainount of business with whoiesaie houses or manufac-

turers ia the Prairie Capital.

The city welccmes tbemn with open arins. Gigantie,

in coca coats; capped with the spcrtiest cf peaked se. 1.

skin caps, ruddy cheeked, stalwart, loud cf voice and

bright cf eve, the curlers descend on the city by the Red..

The city côtiacil bas made a respectable vote cf money

te aid the Rieception Commîittee and private citizens have,

"chipped î' t iiberallv. Curling, cf course, is an ama-

teur sport-one ceuld not imagine a professional, carier

outside of a hairdresser's shcp-aiid the prizes are all in

kind. Glorious carven silver caadlestic<s, gold watches,

gigatîe loving clips, wveghty niedals are ail the prizes

of the successful skips and their rinkmates. And here

is a prize, it weald almnost seemn, for everybody. In

chuckled; "two suits of undercluthing-olie of them of

chamoîs--keep a fellow pretty warm.'l Certainly aue

of theni complaîn of the cold.

The twc weeks are net ail curling. There is the great

banquet ; there are social engagements for the women,

and there is always opportunity to get a drink that

would horrify the W.C.T.IJ. How is this ? Drinks ait .r

heurs ? There are no hours. Ordinarily the Winnipeg

bars close and close up tiglit at eIeven o'clock. The

license law is adiuinistered rigorously. But be it knowa

that lu the Winnipeg -civie year there were three great

festivals of relaxation, of the raies, and these are at

Fair time in August; at Christias turne and in the days

of, the bonspriel. The Board of License Coinîissioners

then grant wbat is known as "extensions."

Climatie conditions will, always make Winnipeg the

world's champion curling city. It will alwoys be able

to furnish. ninety-in-the-ehade in August, and ecpia)ly

certain it will neyer'lack the hracing, searching Felruary

temperature that brings joy to the hearts of the curlers

andl a crowd of genial, hontest sportsmen te the Gateway

City of the West. K


