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T HiE Battie ai Sydney is raging fast and Iuriously.Generai Ross ou the ane side is leading the forceýs

of the Dominion Coal Co., and Generais Van Hornme and

Plummer are at the head of the Dominion Iron and Steel

THE B TTLE forces. It is a legal hattie of

O F YD N E Y great magnitude, witli Mr. Justice
Longley sitting as the chief arbi-

trator. The stakes are high, for the two campanies are

among the largest in Canada. There are millions in-

volved, and the future of the iosing company will be

serionsly menaced wben, the decision is given.

There is something of the personal element in it too.

Mr. James Ross and Sir William Van Horne are, it

bas been recited, flot on friendly terms. Sir William has

stated in the witness box that lie lias had reason ta

feel that Mr. Ross is flot always fair in lis actions, "id

fromn Sir William this is a rather strang statement.

Rightly or wrongly, Sir Willam lias the public with

him ta a considerable extent. H1e lias won their regard

by great achievements and by long years of kindly treat-

ment af those wîtli whom he camne in contact. Mr. Ross

is more of a sphinx and bas neyer, directly or indirectly,

appeared béfore the people as a public benefactor. It re-

gards him as a somewhat graspine millionaire, probabiy

becau-e lie lias taiken littie trouble to show the other

sideof bis undertakings, his efforts and bis ambitions.

This personal view of tlie two great men will, how-

ever, have littie ta do witli the legal battie. The ques-

tion is anc of contract. The Dominion Coal Co. under-

toak ta supply the Dominion Iran and Steel Co. with

coal at a certain fixed price. This price was low, be-

cause the Steel Compa.ny was in rather a bad way.

Later, the steel bounties and other developments made

better days for the Steel Company and the Coal Comn-

pany feit under less obligation ta lie generous. Its

market for coal was enlargiug and the contract became

a burden whicli its directors would like to, have shifted.

The Steel Company rejected some of thco coal, and thus

gave the Coal people an excuse. Tbey quit sending any

More coal and tben the fight began.

There have been rumours o! a seutlement but the bad

blood engendered by the breaking o! the contract and the

succeeding struggle for ownersbip, of the Steel Company

is probably toa mucli for peaceful negotiations. The

battie must go on unitil aone side lies prone and bi1 eed-

ing. The stock-bolders in either one company or the

other are likely to sufler seriauisly by the resuit.

T HE figli t between the Steel and Coal comipanies aitTSydneyiÎs not the only indication that coal is

becoming a aubecommodity in Canada. Tfhe use of

electricity lias lessened the consumptian a! coal ini anc
direction, but the rapid growth of!

C OA L A ND population and industry bave
P R O S P E R. 1 T' counterbalanced this saving two

or tlbree times over. In Ontario, liard coal is already

wortb $7 a ton or more. ln thc M'est there is tialk of
an aprahn oa aie u Ontario, the trouble

lies in the grasping monopolists in l'ennusylv anîa,; in the

West, laclc o! transportation facilities produces an even

warse resuit. Again, thc handling and storing of vast

quantities o! coal requires much capital, and this again

la a recmarkably scarce conunodity.

.It is to be hoped that the West will flot have a re-
petition of the coal shortage -of- last season. The coal

campanies, the coal dealers, the railways and the three

provincial governmnints should combine to sec that a
rather unsatisfactory wheat season is flot folloxWed by a

winter of hardships. If the prosperity of the West is to

continue, ail preventable meconveniences must be elimin-

ated by thase who have the power to do so. Municipal

coal-yards should be well-stocked and even gaverfiment

coal yards should flot be outside the realm of consider-

ation. The provincial governmnents should bestir theni

selves this month and make absolutely sure that there

will be no vain regrets if the winter of 1907-08 proves as

severe as that of 1906-07. The West has more people

to keep warmn this winter than it had last, and the

newer the settier the greater the consideration extended

to him by those who rule over him.

11 0W to reach a painless and pous old age in these
days of rapid transit and patent foods is getting

to be more and more of a puzzle every day. Notwith-

standing the altnost superhuman care and ingenulity ex-

R EA ~H N A ercise d, trouble manages to greet

MOU~S OLD AGE. ane at every turu with' smiling
countenance. With advice of sucli

widely different and contradictory character as is

-showered upan one, it is indeed a wise man who knows

what ta do-or what flot to do.
Some say, indeed many say, abstain from liquor and

tobacco if you. would reach a ripe aid age free from re-

grets and delirium tremens. On the other liand, scarcely

à day passes that this counsel is flot beiied. Look at

the records of those, well timbered Irishinen-and Irish-

woinen, too-who have reached the century. mark, and

what do you find ? That, many of them smoked a pipe

and took a nip out of the bottle until they were gathered

in-which would appear to show that liquor and tobacco

in moderation are preservatives. The point is a vexed

one, however, as nat a few abstainers also reach the
three figures.

Then look at the warnings tiiat are hurled at one

respecting the necessity of eating and drinking only that

which is pure. This miglit almost be called the Bacilluis
Age. "Beware of. bacteria- is the universal fetishi. Buit

Io and behold, along lias camie a scientist wbo says that
it is the presence of bacteria inx our food that gives it a

taste and that the food would be quite unpaiatable witli-

out the bacteria ! So there you are. Thus don authori-

tics difler and our troubles multiply.
Thanks to the Hague tribunal and the temiperance

movement, war and liquor are being looked after, but

these by no mneans constitute the sum total of human

troubles. What about the everyday common tortures

that afflict everybody ? What about creditors, dyspep-

sia, gout and taxes? Are we to get no relief fromn

these ? is no one to looki after these thingý,s and tell

themi to desist?> What is everybody's business is no-

body's business. Therefore let the groverxxment take the

matter up and appoint a commflissionl to, lnvestigklte these

persistent and extrenxely exasperating obstructions ta a

peaceful and picturesque old age.

Agais, it bas been said by sanie modern Sobomion,
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