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al of tite birl. But lit le oniy natural,
and YOUL'U g"t over it. TYeu enjoy thîs
sort of a life, and se do I. Why can't
you watt and get love and riches frorn
the samne hand? I have braina, horse-
sense, and business instincts, and out
in Colorado the earth fairly throws the

goldIinto our pockets. In a year or

Bo-
-Weil, and how rnuch do you offer for

me?", Margery's question came Bo Icily

that Tem vas momefltariiy dazed.
,Everythiflg 1 have," lhe answered

quickiy. '*No, that is too much. Half
of ail I have."

This flippant roply again brought tours

te MargerY. III amrneft for sale," ee
sid with a cicks. "Piease go uvuy.

and don't corne buck. Yeu need net
wait out the week."

",Oh, I'm ln no huirry," Tom repiiod.

-#Dad hué an old friend here that hoe

wishes me toi meot and 1 want toeaea
littie of the tovn. T'ere ia Coney Is-

land and the Statue of Liberty. We

don't have such thinge In Colorado, you
know."

Mrs. Van Tromp entered quickiy, und

Tom saw by the amused tvinkle lnnlher

oyes that she had overbeurd i last

words; but vhen shne saw Margery's
toar-sitsIned cheoku, lber look cbanged to

one of sharp Interrogation.
'Bad news, Mrgery?" shne asked.
"'Auntie. this ls a doar friend of mY

father, Mr. Meredith, of Colorado
Springs."

Mrs. Van Tromp off ered Tom hier

finger tiPs. .. I fancy that I have hourd

Margery speak Of Yeu." she said coldli'.
,,It la quite possible," Tom ansWored,

"«since before Saturday 1 expect to un-

nounce our engagement teolher parents."
Mrs. Van Tromnp opefly gasped at this

abrupt decluratiofi, but before she could

reply luncheon vas unnounced.
"May wo have the pleasure?"' aving

regained bier self-possession, Mra. Van

Tromp smiled courteouslY.
'II thank you." Tom repiied. "but1

ah b le engaged until this eveniflg."
-Wefl, ry dear?" Mrs. Van Tromr,

appealed te Margery.
'II shalh be pieased teose0 Mr. Mere,

dith," she answered." "No doubt It vil

be for the last time. and -"I

"Not necessalriiy," Tom ansvored.'I
romain In the city until Saturday.'
Giving no time for a reply, ho at oncg

mnade bis adieu.
While Tom vas dressiflg for dinner hi

began to vonder vhat sert of a follio

hie had for a rivai. (0f one tjIng, h

was certain. the man had both weaitl

and position.
"«Hang lit ail." lho growled; "-it's tboi

ambitious matrons that muin Unhe girl

witb thir Ideas of marriage. I'm prao

tical; 1 vonidr't ask any wOmnnI
share povertY with me; but 1 don't conm

to Margory with only a heurt te offe,

I givo rny love. and sornethinglg n t)i

~way of dollars and cents.
This lino of reasonig did not gil

great comfort. for hoe tnrned aval" fr0i

tle mirror witb an explosive: "Dash

ail, the ther felow can say the sasf
thing!"

Irreproachably clad, Tom Present4
bimself at the bouse wbere hie Ïhad in

witb such a keen disappointmentlt n tl

rnorniflg. Mrs. Van Tromp smiled ai

held out ber hnnd ln friendly greetiT
The gracions smilo meant var. Of th
Trom vas certain, and hoe held hier hal

firmly in is ovn until he fired bis fit

shot: "II hope you, viii forgive me f

robbing yon of your niece."
Before Mrs. Van Tromp could ep'

Margery, preceded by two ladies, enter

the roomn. As Mrs. Vain Tromp mi

Tnemed Tom's name to lier guests "M'

TroutToaTi and miss Elizabeth Troi

maan," both gave a start of surprisea
their pale faces flusbed te pink. Ml

'Troutmanl after a wise nod to hier Sist

-offered Tom ber handi.
",Wby, yon are the young mani vO 9

this morning In the square," sbe cri
"Mamgery toid us that ve vere te in

an oid friend of bers, and to think t'
It should be you. Truth Io certal
stranger than fiction."

"-That is one of Miss Tmcutman'a f

orite maxlmS;," Margery explained
Tom.

"Tes, and the unexpected alvaYs I
pens, miss Elizabeth contitiued.

III amn rather inciined te accept
latter." Mrs. Van Tromp said vit

meaning smile. ",What is youm opin

Mr. Meredith?"
III quite agree witb you,"I he answe

glancing at Margery, who biushed
lowered ber eyes.

Othier guegts nov began te arrive,

Mrs. Van Tromp kept to the cus
of an informaI evening for oId frie

Tom vas taken ln charge by1
Tro,,tman, and tried týoilisten patie
to the proofs of ber theories, awal

with subdued eagerne q the arriva
one mari. He vas certain that1
gerys confusion and ber aunt',;
,would at once tell him wben bis
e-ntered the rooTo.

As soon as Miss Troutmfan Joined
lit tle groiip of courtiers about a Rui
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countoss, vbo came ln upon the arrn of
a tuil, elderly man of decided militai'Y 1
bearing, )Vais Elizabeth took her sistee
place at Tom'saBide. Tomn noticed that
the escort of the countess went ut once
to Margery, and that a flush rose to
ber cheek vhen she looked up unid88-v
viho stood beo re ber. But the posai-
biiity of a rival no many yeurs bis
senior did not iisturb him. and tie IUn-
tenod with Intereat to vhat Minls
Elizabeth vas saylng.

"I am nso glad to tal ith one who1
knows Margery's mother," she begun.
"for Mms. Keftler vas my dearest fnieuli
vhon vo vere girls. Tou know that
vhen Margony's mother and father vere
married, it vas conidered a dreadful
mosalliance; for be vas then only a
poor, private teseher, lust out of colage,
ani vith no prospects. But it wiD 8real
love match, uni it makes me happy that
It bus turned out no veIL. And pleuse
do not think me medilesorne. vAien I
toil you that Margery blas biuted to me
the object of your joumney. I arn sure
that she caes for you."

Tom couli bave huggéd the frai! little
woan. "Did sho toil you s0?" heasked.

"«No; Marger>' la not quit. certain of

For an Insangt Tom fit sa If theb
room vhiriod about him:. then ho gritted 1
bis teeth and threv back his âhoulderIL

"vWith yoi the. expected han happened."
"Yeu are vroug," ahe unsvered iightlY,i

11 confess that I looked for a different

conclusion. Do you return to Coloradot
to-morrov?" -1

"Sot untit!Baturduy, us I bai
planned.",

Mrs. Van Tromp vas touched. "Be-1
Ileve me," ah. sali, *"I have dons noth-1
ing to influence Margery'a baaty de-1
caI0pOIL"

While Tom vas vaitIng for an oppol'-
tunity te apeak te Margrn alone, Mina
Elizabeth came to hlm. "Dont be
unustC he pleaiied; "fev girls would
refuse Generul Thornton."

"tGeneral Bhob Ili" om ofi?' Wb.
"«otGenera ThorutTom repeate.

h'a an old ohum of Mny d<la'. Hem
been a ort of'a. mythical hero for me
te vorsbip ever aines I wore ilt. Anud
nov Margary bas 1" Re broke off.
abruptly sthe full underataili#of
theitaytiom mtmeted orNeUTrI
The .ltayTiom caedoNh wYork

Ibis father bai given hlm s ltter of la-

became evea MeOTSniintâ tIa t tM
sight of hie betrothei.

-Not old John Merediths boy?' 1
aaked.

"'The same," Tom answrêd. Tb$-%l
as If to get the matter settléd as quio*
as possible, ho offered bis oongratulM
tions. The men clasped bande
turnbdto look for Margei'y,btah
quIetly silipped from the room

'Tou muet cali upon me," Gune
Thoruton Inaiuted as Tom turned te
'«Tour father marrIed =y tiret love
turned me over to the Indiana. But
didn't row about 1t; vu ver. only
cloner friends by your mother. who
an angel. Corne to MY qua'te
rnorrov. Mm, Van Tromp npsd
vili drop ln for a. cup of tua. Tou
meet Mima ]dier, my tiseeand perb
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'«But vitheut blttsreM 'ýt.w.re Mos

qob, rmt e t theort et a eWut
4ro t the tr# koci. r aek

lot bafore ie loses bis gril:. vej
in Iton years, vIen rve a vifs &=24
dren, J'il looklsd te this daY *'
vondur why 1 vas offM m ue, uOU M
beut tobacco ta@t$d hike tmeld vpet*
Mr tongue." Witb a hort laug,4<

î ieue>' foree! and iinna.tu151, le e
isa Blmabeili to repeat himeoa.veOnWo,

tion te ber @inter'.

THE ESCORT OF TUB COUNTESS WICNT AT ONCS TO XAXODT" Iu the afternoon. vIsa. Tom mt ý
gary at Genrai Thorutoil Ue ter

hereî, ui ou must ho patient. Her troduction ta bis old frieni. -And nov, ho greetei ber vith the. Mont- oMo

aunersheS ben Yr to uccept an offer vhlCb rny boy," be sald iut parting, "Mina that PlaSem odtLllt>'. Curefta.! mtbl*4»&00

is most advantageaus. But 1 hope that you spare the trme from meetheating uni vith no Puree aete imow 10

Margemy vill not be risled by a mi: to, calan aid Bob. I vant you for thut diappointmeuit lui not Misiet0ft

takon idea af duty. Long ugo,' bore once ta meet a vhole man, uni, veil, I great a breaoh ln hie lits, hie veil-meaffI

Miss Elizabeth sighed, "I diiinat bave vunt my frieni ta knov vhat a fine artifie causai ber more an-os5 ia

the courage ta fahhov vhore my heurt son I have." Thon Meredith senior had satisfaction. For Marger>'ba uu,-----

vouhd have led me. I have ahvays e- given Tom a rouslng slap upon the berself te bu ver>' kini to1hlm; tohboia

gretted it, and vishei that 1 bai choseri buck, tohi hlim to go to the devil, uni a hast confidentIel chat, uni to shoW sb

boldhy." vhile ln Nov Yark to lokout that he thoroughly boy pructicul vers h«

'Will you promise me somethinr" dii not bu>' a gahi brick or green gooda. reasons for accepting Qes! ThornloulE'

Tom, beggOd. "Wihi you, tell Margery Margery vas nov alone uni rom voent that bis regard for tier vefl lA y la.

vhat yon bave just toli me? oî brta ber. "Tour aunt bas tohi me, hao rae
7oulos bynotobein yor sidforinghi voce o cme lthut Tom gava no opportunity for the

, 1tyu at ant byiigyursid orci"n b iveta orne vthOutquiet confidences. He talked ithlbmis

*Iwilh tell hem to-Torrov, Miss Marger>' iid not trust berseîf to h enrP ic, bu ry-

Elizabeth ansvered împulhsively, Iooking bo ouni courolng, golf, uni social 11f. la

acrss he oom toard Marer vawrd, but ilntly pressed Tm'e ani. the West.Margr,who atnusr enoui

Jucroai the rmomnttow ad Marreer "Won't you mae une accualnted?" ho to overbear, vus vaxad vili hlm for bie

Jus utthi moentthemuabesde er sked. "I vish ta cangrutulate hlm. ga aue ale>'e ooao Ts

howed and vent quickhy ta Mrs. Van "ortan m va' ro yu? atv. lu the rnof CoprimItiv *#ueu,

Tromp. Marger>' sut vith ber bands Frtkn i wyfo o. eIv nteMn rmtv

clasped ln ber ap, ber face pale and set. Margery's surprise gave ber speech. ahs heard hlm say>. "W. dine st nooS.ý

Tom hustiiy crossed aver ta ber. "Wby not?" Tom ansveiei aàtoutly, burin Our danca lu the Town Hall at

'What Is the matter?" ho asked. "'Hes a btter rnan than 1, or you vould eight, undi nstead of the theutre, depeai.ý

"Nothing, nnthiflg ut al," Ma'gOmY not have choseni hlm. I vlsh that yeu upon the native talent of our litenT>'

unswered with an hysterIcal augh. co'uld>her my dai go an about Bôb club. vhich meets vltb gong aud debste

"~iîyo snd Miss Elizabeth ta me?" Ttiornton. There's neoai>'ln the vorld every f'riiay evenlur."1

lW oBut before Tom could go back ta ta vhom 1 couhi give yon vith no0Uile Forgettirir that ouly y7mte ,, e

Mis liabth, Mrs. Van Tromp bock- of a otruggle. H'. an old Inilan bikm eopomhayar

oned ta hlm. "Have yau been çvl,3hlng figbter. 'i rather bave my tangue eut carne to ber aunt se dmU aud pvolet

joy ta Marger3y?" s1he vbispered. "The out than make a hovi befare hlm." Margel'> coula net keep «unt Our

Gnrul bus just tohi me of bis bap- Margory led the va>' ta Generul vay of living ln Colorade la quite aïq

pineas." Thorntofl. vbo ut the anme of Meredith e~lhgtpegas youire bore," *he iecisre
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