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REPORT

By Mg, Jor~n T. WYLDE,

Commercial Agent of the Government of Canada to the West Indies, 1886-87.

Orrawa, 20th April, 1887,
PRELIMINARY BEMARKS,

abl 1. Having carried ont the instractions conveyed to me in the letter of the Honor-
ble Minister of Finance, under date the 26th November, A.D. 1886, and having
vistted the Islands of Cuba, Porto Rico and Jamaica as the Commercial Agent of the
vernment of Canada, I have now the honor to report, for the information of the
overnment, on the subject of inquiry I was directed to institute, more particularly
With regard to the feasibility of establishing lines of steamers between Canada and
the West Indieg,

. 2. Before embarking at New York for Cuba, I took the opportunity of examin-
lli‘g 1nto the trade of that port with the West Indies. By a judicious placing of lines
zosteamers from the United States to all parts of the West Indies, employing about

1000 tons of Steamship tonnage from the port of New York alone, (see Appendix
) the Americans have succeeded in building up a vast trade, while Canada i8 with-
0ut asingle steamer engaged in direct communication with the West Indies, For the
year ended 30th J une, 1885, the trade between United States and Cuba amounted :

In Exports to....... veereeset seevessssssssssransarnsanes seceeen $ 8,468 523
10 TODOILE 10.0seruenecererenrreemerereensecsorenssesencen seenenne 42,192,186

s e v St

) Equal to......... veerennaare cesreneee veesresene ...$50,660,709
-And that between Unitoed States and Porto

Rico, in EXpOrts t0..ceecveeereersererennee. $1,751,945
TEDOIS ovuveerrereruerernresassnsas s seesenermmsens 6,104,263

———— 1,656,208
The t-ade betwoen United States and British

West Indies amounted, in the same
FEAr 10, BXPOLtS..ecesersiaencresssseresareres $6,291,347
TAPOIS uretnsscciserennennnneneenerenenas s cosnes . 9,884,054
— 16,175,401

B LR TLLI T $74,492.318

Total......

coal 3. lThe Principal articles of export from the United States consist of breadstuffs,
man’ufg ass, Provisions, oils, fish, vegetables, lumber, shooks, cattle, carmages_aud
enumeact“!‘eﬂ qf iron and steal, cotton, paper, leather and hemp. Son}e of the articles
anadi. ated, viz, fish, lumbor, vegetables and manufactures of iron are largely
Dadian Produects, ,
88go of OrOOeeding to the Island of Cuba in the steamer “City of Alexandria,” a pas-
Tltln‘ and a half days brought us to Havana, the Capital city. ot o
itself i’l‘ o8 ® harbor of Havana is exceptionally safe and commodious, while the city
about 230%“8 Dumerous points of interest and magnificence. With a population of
aPpal‘er;t.’ 00 inhabitants, the evidences of wealth and grandeur are everywhere

o, itious. finishec i t time of
Prosperity ang lui::::,y .of the ambitious and unfinished undertakings of a pas



