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"+ 14==—— LETTER.RESPECTING THE PROPOSED UNION - _ .
"published with the laws which may_have been passed at the same session. CAnd if two.
thirds of each House at the next Session of said Assembly shall approve the amend-
ments proposed by yeas and_nay<, said amendments shall by the Secretary be submitted
. " to the town clerk in—each’ town in the Staté=whose duty it shall be to present the 'same -
. to the inhabitants ﬂﬁof for their cousideration at a town meeting, legally warned and
“held for that purpose ; and if it shall appeatim-a-mannei to_be provided by law, thata '

- majorityofthe electors present atsuch-meeting shall have approved such amendments, the .

~same shall be valid to &ifintents and purposes as-a-part of this Constitution.” N
 The people’of Mississippi have thus. protected themselves from surprisc-or hasty inno-
vation.- . - | o S ‘ L S
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- % Mode of Revising—the Constitution.--That whenevertwo-thirds of the General . =
Assembly=shiall =dcem it necessary to amend or change the -Constitution they shall -
recommend' to the ‘clectors at the next clection for members of the General Assembly- -__—
.. to vete for of against i.convention. And if it shall appear that a-majority—of the-citizens '
- of the State, voting for representatives have voted for-a convention, the General Assembly
Shall, at their next seSsion, call a convention to consist of “as many ‘members as there -
may be in. the General Assembly to. be. chosen by the. qualified eléctors in the same™ " -
. manner_amd- at ‘the times -and places of chosing members of=tie Generai=Assembly,
-~ Which convention_ shall meet within three months after the said-election, forsthe purpose ]
~7 . of revising, amending;wrchmging the Constitiation.”  — T e
How mertifying will be the contract. should .our constitutions;, highly_prized. amd™ . =
successfully worked for a century, be overthrown By a—chance combinaiion of a few ———
- rash politicians, escaping responsibility by-an appeal to Parliament, and—ever-riiling " the
electors, to whem the exercise-of the tranchise, on a question in volving the highest ‘interests . -
and most solemn. oblizations, is to be denied. Let this precedent_once.be_established
and what becomes of . the rights of every other Colony within ‘the Empire ?_Let the -
impression goabroad, that any-half-dozen politicians ma ie to Erigland, and by influence,
intrigue, ‘or ex-parte representations, may _overturs the constitution -of any Provinge,
,without an_appeal totie electors whose rights and revenues are" to be swept away, and
a thrillef doubt and apprehension will run through all Coloniat society. The reliance,
s0 universal upon the honour of the Crown and on the justice of Parliament, will, by-this
single act hawe been sapped and yndermined. -\When 116 Wise- administration of affairs
no evidence of\aterial -prosperity’and social elevation, can -be pleaded to “protect us
_from revolutionarichange;who will live in a Colony, that can get out of it, and what -
security for our right\and franchises will remain? “TFhat the relations of Great Britain™
. with the United States\pave been and will be complicated by these unwise propositions
. the undersigned have.not'y doubt. No Fenian raids were heard of till after the conven- _
tion at Quebec, and -Governgr Banks’s Bill was the ‘patural result of their unwise deliber-

ations. - “The politicians at Waghington were=shrewd. endugli-to perceive the Weakness of.
this “new nation” and a few\thousands of Irishimen, flung upon the froxtier to be- . - =
ultimatefy controlled by General\Meade, were perhaps meant to-test its resources, They -
. also saw clearly enough that the Yerms offered by Canada _to-the Maritime “Provinces=" '
=" " and to-thepopulation in ¢entral BXjtish America, if not insulting were_inadequate and
. . _-upjust, awd General Banks’s Bill was\immediately framed to show to thé Provinces ‘that..
~“"they had other resources if coerced 2pd oppressed by, the Canadians. If the Quebec °
s‘Eh”eTx?ﬂs E@zﬁl:de we- shall hear no fyore of Gpvernpr %M?fﬁf the Fenians
- either, - : - L RS . ~
- Ifitis not, then it may be as well for us to view djgpaW}Eg?aﬁgé ‘of tempta-
tion which it presents.” . - o \ T o
,-.-The Canadians -seek-.to annex the territo
“the means to organize people or pretect i
'+ at’ ohce_ to -divide: {f7into two territories, an
. them as Statesinto the Union. A T
» . Thé terms offered to the Maritime Provinces| are far more liberal thin those grudg.. —
.- ingly "yielded by the Canadians. Let us contrast them, 'By General Banks’s Bill, Nova - -
~.Scotia would -at once secure free- trade with 34. millions' of ‘people, whose markets are-
accessible at all seasons, instead of with three faillions who are frozen-apfor Falf the. year,
“and in.summer can only be got at by a long tedious.river navigation.. . They would
participate in the American fishing, bounties, so.long as these lust. _They would secure
‘protection “abroad which. the Canadians ccannot . .give them. - "Capital. would' flow in
. from Boston and New York, to work their mines and employ their water ‘power.
* ‘Canada has none to spare. . Turning from material to. political’ interests ‘how .would :
'’ matters stand? Nova Scotia would ~enter- the . Union as a Stépe;:ﬁgbéi;ﬁﬁ'ﬁ the.
~ accustomed rights and - guarded by recognized securities. . She would~Select her. own
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of the Hudson’s Bay Company, without
: “United States can, and “they offer
ultimately to incorporate both and take '
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