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JUST nineteen years a go the foundatioris of thesociety known as the National Council of Women
of Canada were laid la Toronto by the Couatess

of Aberdeen at an assemblage coxnposed largely of
Toronto ladies. Probably at that tinie the founder
scarcely realized what a factor her newly organized
soclety would become in the lives of Canadian women,
or that it would extend beyond a few central cities.
Yet, at the recent celebration of the Couacil's incep-
tion by its aiaeteenth annual session held la the city
of London, alxnost thirty couadils, besides many
affiliated societies were represented. The local coun-
cils of Toronto, Hamilton, Montreal, London, Ottawa,
Winnipeg, Kingston, St. John, Halifax, West Algomia,
Victoria and Vancouver Island, Vancouver City,
Regina, Vernon, Brandon, Nelson, New Westminster,
East Pictou, Lindsay, Ingersoll, Edmonton and
Strathcona, Brantford, Rernfrew, Walkerville, Chap-
lean, Sudbury, Truro, and Sydney, now exist, and
suoli praiseworthy# societies as the Imperial Order
Daugliters of the Empire, Victorian Order of Nurses,
Women's Art Association, Canadian Women's Press
Club, Aberdeen Association, and the women's brandi,
Independent Order of Foresters, with mrany others,
are affiliated.

LEPRESENTATIVE BODY

dered that these bodies are

lias formed two new coundils within the past year,
and the coundcil at Halifax lias received a substantial
legacy by the will of the late George Wright, a victim
of the Titanic disaster. And so the good work is
advanced throughout Canada.

LEADING PROBLEMS DISCUJSSED

But to resumne consideration of the addresses and
discussions which marked this nineteenth aninual
session. As stated above, they were all of so much
value and interest, that it is liard to discriminate.
The evils resulting from the white slave traffic were
brouglit ta the attention of Londoners and attending
delegates by Mr. W. A. Coote, of London, Englsnd.
Mr. Coote is a represeatative of the Social and Moral
Reform Association of Englaad, and is endeavoring
ta secure international legislation which will
render the work of white slave traffickers alinost
impossible. National Coundil women were urged toi
be more persistent in their efforts ta obtain better
protection for girls and women ini this respect. Mr.
Coote referred ta the campaign undertalcen by repre-
sentatives of sixteen countries, including Canada and
the United States, at a conference in Paris, 1906.
During the discussion upon this subject the opinion
was advanced that the question was rather a rnatter
of economics than of morality. Many girls who go
astray do so at first, it was said, in order to obtain
finer clothiag than they cani get on their slender wages.
Techaical training in publie and higli achools would
do mucli ta offset tlie evil.

AIon debate on problems of the feeble mnided
wa edon Monday morninj.dFigures were given

which sliowed the number ofdfectives la Ontario
teobe 2,239, and this number is constantly increasing.

the care and education of illegitimate childreni was
also empliasized.

Active work for the suppression of objectionableprinted matter was shown frora several councils.
The post-office autliorities are aiding, wherever possible,by destroying harinful literature and ladecent post-
cards. ln one Canadian city a ladies' committee
superviises the moving picture films, keeps watdi overthe sale of picture post cards, and endeavors ta promotethe reading of good literature, especially among theyoung. Regarding tlie cenisorship of picture films inOntario, it was affirmed that two of the men on the
board of censors owned mbôvlng picture halls, and sowere scarcely in a position ta give an unbiased opinion.
It was felt that one or two women sliould also beplaced on the board of censors. Several theatres,
especially the "men uniy" variety received a scoring
by the National Counicil. One in Toronto, declaredta be among the worst of itý kiad, was said ta be
owned by the police department. Thxis statemnent
bas not, as yet, been challenged or refuted.

City libraries and librarians througliout the Domin-.
ion were commeaded, Londo's free llbrary being
especially mentioned as an up-to-date progressive
institution. It was reported by a delegate that in
Westmouat Library, Montreal, children were not
allowed in the aduit department and could not procure
an aduit book wthout a written order. Exception
was taken ta this, however, on the grounds that chil-
dren would thus be deterred fromn reading the classies
and standard authors,

That Canada caninot bc truly great without culti-
vation of the arts and ligh ideals, was emphasized
at one of the open meetings. Canadians, it was stated,
are leaning tao much towards materialisni, and in
order ta effect a complete citizenship, artistic and
aesthetic elements are necessary. National Council
members were advised not ta devote their whole tim ,
outside of the domnestic spliere, ta philanthropie work,
but ta endeavor to stiaxulate interest arnong tliersélves
and others in literature, music, sculpture, and panting.

OPINION DIVIDED ON THE SUFFRAGE MOVEMENT
The attitude of the National Council towards the

suffrage question bas scarcely been defined as yet.
While agitatiag for improved laws for tlie protection
of women and children, the members do not apea
desirous, as an organization, of attennptiag any radical
mneasures of forcinxg a new political status for womien.
Oae soon discovers, however, after <chatting witli a
number of the leaders la the Council, that there are
really two distinct factions wliere the suffrage move-
ment is coaceraed. One side advocates standing
stroagly la favor of equal franchise, while the other
is decidedly anti-suffrage. Whether this will prove
a ground for serions dissension la the Couacil lias yet

to be shown. Upon tfie evening of May
31st, the closing meeting of the convention
was field, and among other speakers, Dr.
Stowe-Gullen, of Toronto, and Miss J. G.
Owen, of London, England, each gave force-
ful addresses upon the suffrage question. Miss
Owen dealt witli the subject more from tlie
idealistic point of view, and Dr. Stowe..Gullen
gave in concise form a history of the move-
ment sunce 1848, and both speakers urged
emphatically the justice of allow,ýing women
the use of the ballot. Tlie clairman for the
occasion, Rev. 1. Gibson Inkster, of London,
placed himself on record by coxing Out
strongly not only for suffragism but also for
militantismn, as demonstrated by Mrs. Paink-
hurat and lier following.


