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grammes (1-1 grains), distilled cherry-laurel
water 5 granunes. Mix. Oie or two drops
on a lunmp of sgiar before meals. The subni-
trate of bismuth ani prepared ebidk miauy also

prove bonefcial, by covering the ulcer witi a
protective film. If tiere be constipation Eng-
lish magnesia will serve the saine end at tu1e
same tine as it perfornis the office of the alkali.
The nitrate of silver, vaunted by Trousseau,
and the perchloride of iron have no curative or
appreciable action, and the latter reinedy may
give rise to acute pain. As for external agents,
cauteries, moxas, etc., althougli their indication
appears rational, they possçs no efficaey. This
is not true of flying blister., which have often
allayed the pain and arrested vomiting. Tepid
baths înay also be useful when thero is febrile

,action. As for the convalescence, it does iiot
differ from that of other diseases. Touies, re-
constit ants, sulurous or saline bath s, hydre-
thcrapy, etc., mnay be advantageolsly em1loyPd.
Abeille Medicale, l0th Sept., 1877.

From Lyon MVedical.

ON DILATATION OF THE TYRETIRA 13Y THE
JINE ITSELF.

Thîis process of dilatation, which M. Beren-
ger Ferand seeks to bring again into fashion,
origiiiated wit i Drunninghausen, who made
it knonvu at the end of the last century.
Here is the miolusfciendi as it is deseribC in

the Bibliotheqze Germamque Jedio-Chiryi-
cale:-" Brunninghausen bas discovered a
method, easiei, more convenient, and siuipler
than that by bougies, and Le reconnends

practitiauers to give it a trial it consists in

dilating the uretira by the urine itself. For

this purpose it is necessary for the patien t each

time lie wishes to iicturate to lightly compress

the urethral canal with the fingers behind the
glans. Supposing that constriction be near the
neck of the canal, as often happens, the pres-
sure ougiht to be sufficiently strong to provent.
the urine escaping except with ldifficulty and
after having sojournecd some tine in the canal,
which, by this means, will be found more or
less dilated throughout its whole length, and
consequently at the strictured spot. The pa-
tient taking care to repeat this operation every

Lime lh is obliged to miCiturate, lie vill obtain,
1011e by little, by this means, the same effect as
would bc expecd from the use of bougies,
without experiencing any of the inconveniences

of these latter." To the facts cited by Bruining-

haus9n, M. Berenger Ferand adds several

gathercd froin his own practice, and relating to
old men affected witlh prostatic engorgement
with difficult micturition. The following are the
ternis in which the physician in chief of the
navy expresses hinself upon the object and

bearing of Branninghausen's proceeding -

lst. Dilatation of the urethra by the urine
being repeated at eaeh urination, aud for a long
time after an attack of blennorrhagia of a cer-

tain d uration, appears to me to bc, j udging froin
the facts which have coie under mny observa-
tion, a prophylactic ineans against urethral
strictuires.

2nd. In cases of stricture not far advanced it
appears to nie, as Brunninghausei has stated,
to have re-established the urethral calibre if not
in its normal proportions, at Icast suflicient for

a reasonîably easy micturition.
3rd. .After operations of urethrotomy it is

perhaps a useful neans of preventing, or at

least of notably retarding the return of, the
coaretation which is too often reproduced with
dislcartening obstinacy.

4thî. In cases of prostatic varices of the neck
of the bladlei, and of the miembranous portion
of he urethra, it appears to me also calculated
to be cf service.

thi. There is another category of cases which
do well under dilatation of the canal by the

urine itself :i ii; those in which a partial or
Lotb! hypertrophv of tlhe prostate deforms
more or less the neck of the bladder and the
corresponding portion o-f the canal, cases which
are often eoughi met with in old inen. It
happons in individuals who are thus affected
that the first drops of urine, vhich they emit

with so mcli diffliculty and delay, act efficiently
in filling the canal when the meatus is com-

pressed. This canal once rc-established in its
ordinary calibre, then easily gives passage to
the remainder of the contents of the bladder.
The proceeding which we have just considered
lias thca the happy effect of only allqwing the
dilficulty of emission to exist for the first drops,


